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The narration of the Prophet's prayer in the sheep pen before the construction of the
mosque by Anas ibn Malik is one of the reports that are incompatible with the high dignity
of the Prophet (pbuh). Considering its citation in the non-Imami Hadith heritage,
especially in some of the six books, and the importance of studying the Prophet's life in
the light of reliable reports and avoiding slanderous reports, it is essential to verify the
authenticity of this narration. Therefore, validating and studying the accuracy of this
report is the main issue of the present research. The verification of this narration in earlier
Sunni narratives is the key issue of this research conducted through a typology method,
comparison of documents, and investigating the possibility of its occurrence.

Studies show that the first type is a unique version of the "Sho’bah" narrating from the
second type, which includes the adverb "Praying in the Sheep Pen" with changes and
distortions. This type differs from another version of the narration by Ahmad ibn Hanbal
and Ibn Majah from Anas ibn Malik, which does not mention praying in sheep pens.
Therefore, the second type of narration suffers from being suspected. It also has the
additional clause "Praying in the Sheep Pen", without which the narration would be non-
offensive and preferred. The possibility of naming it as permissible and praying in a sheep

pen in Imami books is another topic of discussion in this article.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The narration of the Prophet's prayer in a sheep pen before the construction of the mosque by Anas
ibn Malik is one of the reports that are incompatible with the high dignity of the Prophet (pbuh).
Considering its citation in non-Imami sources of hadith, especially in some of the six Sunni books, the
importance of studying the Prophet's life in the light of reliable reports, and avoiding slanderous reports,
it is essential to verify the authenticity of this narration. Therefore, validating the accuracy of this report
is the main purpose of this research.

Methodology

The verification of this narration in early Sunni sources is the key issue of this research which is
conducted through a typology method, comparison of documents, and investigating the possibility of its
occurrence. In addition, critical analysis and textual criticism are performed.

Findings

The Prophet’s cleanliness and exemplary conduct, along with the fact that he always chose the best
location for prayer, demonstrate that even assuming it would be impermissible. He refrained from doing
it, and there was no necessity to pray in such places. This is particularly the case given his strong
emphasis on congregational prayer and the fact that enemies would taunt if he prayed in unsuitable
locations. This act is permissible for people only when absolutely necessary. Thus, such a narrative does
not represent the first or second type of hadith. The third type through seven categories signify "absolute
permission and authorization”, "recommendability", "permissibility based on necessity", and
"optionality". Consequently, some of these narrations conflict with others, and certain versions of the
report are invalid due to textual inconsistency and contradictory implications.

Some narrations indicating "absolute permission and authorization" or "recommendation" are
abrogated by the narrations establishing "permission based on necessity". Assuming the permissibility
is accepted on the grounds of necessity. Even if it were to abrogate or qualify other narrations and take
precedence over them, it conflicts with the Prophet’s consistent avoidance of praying in sheepfolds.

According to the reports by Bukhari, Bayhaqi, Ibn Kathir, and Zahabi, the site of the Prophet’s
Mosque is identified as a marbad (drying yard) for dates. Then, due to oral transmission and lack of
recording and sufficient accuracy in the transmission of the first and second types of the narration by
some narrators, as well as the relative verbal similarity of marbad with marbaz, over time, praying in
marbat (for al-Tamr) has changed to marbaz. However, the possibility of alteration by certain narrators,
such as Anas ibn Malik and Shu‘bah, cannot be ruled out. The indisputable minimum, in this regard, is
the narration devoid of any objectionable additions.

Conclusion

Studies show that the first type of the investigated hadith is a unique version of the "Sho’bah" narrated
from the second type. It includes the adverb "Praying in the Sheep Pen" with changes and distortions.
This type differs from another version of the narration reported by Ahmad ibn Hanbal and Ibn Majah
from Anas ibn Malik, which does not mention praying in a sheep pen. Ibn-e Athir considers this report
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authentic. Therefore, the second narration suffers from textual inconsistency. It also has the additional
clause "Praying in the Sheep Pen", which makes the report offensive.

Thus, the phrase "he would pray in sheepfolds" is an additional element introduced via Anas in
certain versions of the narrative concerning the Prophet’s arrival in Medina and the story of the mosque
land, resulting in the emergence of a second version of the hadith. This account was later transmitted to
subsequent narrators in a condensed, altered, and distorted form, originating from Sho’bah, who was the
sole narrator of this abridged version. Thereby, the first version of the narration was established. The
first version is a concise, modified form of the second version. The second version, too, does not contain
the phrase “he would pray in the sheepfold”. Before the mosque was built, the Prophet used to pray at
that very spot where the call to prayer was sounded.
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