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Examining the status of narrators and validating their hadiths is one of the most important
steps in determining the reliability and weakness of hadiths. The concept of ghuluw
(exaggeration) is an important issue in the criticism of narrators, which leads to the loss
of the validity of their hadiths. Among the personalities who have been accused of ghuluw
and weakness by rijali's is Khaybari b. Ali Al-Tahan. This problem has caused doubts
about his teachings. This is while, today, using new methods in the field of hadith
criticism, it is possible to restore the reliability of the accused narrators or the validity of
their narrations. In this research, in addition to collecting and analyzing the data of rijali's
and the information available in Khaybarf traditions, two methods of "historical current"
and "narrative content measurement" are used to achieve the desired goal. Based on the
first method, the conclusion is that the accusation of ghuluw against Khaybar is due to
the attribution to a movement centered on "Mufadal b. Umar Al-Ju'fi" in Kufa, whose
associates have been strongly accused of ghuluw. Based on the second method, the result
is that, not only among his teachings are there are examples that are in complete
opposition to exaggerative behaviors, but also his hadiths have been narrated by other
authentic narrators. This shows that "Khaybari b. Ali " is not alone in his exaggerated
narratives. The results of this article can restore the credibility of his narrations and cast

doubt on his exaggeration and weakness.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Examining the status of narrators and accrediting their hadiths is among the most fundamental
concerns in hadith studies, particularly in cases where narrators have been accused of ghuluw
(exaggeration) and weakness. These are the accusations that often result in the invalidation of their

transmitted hadiths. One of the figures repeatedly charged with ghuluw and weakness in Shi‘i rijalt

sources is Khaybari b. ‘Alf al-Tahan, a second-century (AH) narrator. As a consequence of these rijali

judgments, serious doubts have been raised regarding his teachings, especially those related to the
elevated status of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and the virtues of visiting the Imams.

However, recent developments in hadith criticism demonstrate that restricting the accreditation of
hadiths solely to rijali evaluations and formal reliability criteria leads to the exclusion of a significant
portion of transmitted teachings. By contrast, employing new methodological approaches, such as the
study of historical currents and the evaluation of narrative content, makes it possible to reassess accused
narrators and restore either their credibility or the validity of their hadiths.

Accordingly, the primary objective of this research is to re-examine the status of Khaybari b. ‘Al al-

Tahan and to assess the credibility of his hadiths, moving beyond purely rijali-based judgments and
relying instead on contemporary methods in hadith criticism. This study seeks to answer whether the
accusation of ghuluw and weakness attributed to Khaybart is sufficient to invalidate all of his hadiths,
or whether, through the application of new analytical approaches, a different and more balanced
evaluation can be reached. To achieve this aim, the present research analyzes both the historical context
in which these accusations emerged and the narrative content of Khaybart’s transmitted traditions.

Methodology

This research is qualitative and analytical in nature and is conducted within an interdisciplinary
framework of hadith criticism. In addition to collecting and analyzing the data from rijalt sources and
examining the available information within Khaybar1’s narrations, the study employs two principal
methods including historical movement’s study and narrative content evaluation.

In the first stage, through considering the historical currents, the position of Khaybarib. ‘Alf al-Tahan

is examined within the intellectual and hadith-related developments of the second Islamic century. This
includes an analysis of rijalt data concerning his teachers, students, transmission paths, and his
association with contemporary intellectual currents, most notably the movement centered on Mufadal

b. ‘Umar al-Ju'fl in Kufa. This approach allows the accusation of ghuluw to be understood not as an

isolated judgment but as a product of broader historical tensions, doctrinal misunderstandings, and inter-
movement rivalries.

In the second stage, Khaybari’s narrations are examined independently of prior judgments
concerning his reliability or weakness, using the method of narrative content evaluation. From this
perspective, the teachings attributed to him are assessed in two respects. The first is their compatibility
or incompatibility with the recognized indicators of exaggerative (ghali) behavior. The second is
whether these narrations represent isolated transmissions or are shared by other authentic narrators. For
narrations suspected of ghuluw, parallel thematic evidence is identified and compared with narrations
transmitted by reliable authorities with sound references. This combined methodological framework
enables the research to transcend the limitations of purely rijali criticism while avoiding the uncritical
acceptance of disputed narrations.
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Findings
The findings of this research indicate that the accusation of ghuluw attributed to Khaybari b. ‘Alf al-

Tahan is primarily rooted in his attribution to the movement centered on Mufadal b. ‘Umar al-Ju‘fi in

Kufa, a movement whose followers were strongly accused of ghuluw and weakness. Historical analyses
demonstrate that many individuals associated with this movement were subjected to rijali criticism not
necessarily due to proven exaggerative beliefs but rather as a result of their affiliation and the
transmission of the elevated teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt. The extension of these accusations to Khaybart
appears to have followed the same pattern.

Furthermore, narrative content evaluation reveals significant evidence that challenges the attribution
of exaggeration to Khaybarl. Among his transmitted teachings are narrations that strongly emphasize
adherence to religious obligations, particularly the performance of each prayer at its prescribed times.
Such content stands in direct opposition to extremist behaviors, which are commonly characterized by
permissiveness and neglect of religious duties, thus raising serious doubts regarding the validity of the
accusation of ghuluw against him.

Another important finding is that, for five narrations attributed to Khaybari that initially appear
susceptible to accusations of exaggeration, multiple thematic parallels transmitted by other authentic

narrators with fully reliable references have been identified. This demonstrates that Khaybari b. ‘Alf was

not the only one to transmit these teachings and that the hadiths in question reflect themes already
prevalent within the Shia hadith tradition.

Overall, the findings indicate that the content of Khaybari’s hadiths is not consistent with the
recognized indicators of ghuluw, and that many of his teachings can be analyzed and explained within

the accepted doctrinal framework of Imamite Shi‘ism.

Conclusion
The results of this study suggest that the rijalT judgments concerning Khaybari b. ‘Ali al-Tahan

require serious reconsideration. The historical currents demonstrates that the accusation of ghuluw
(exaggeration) attributed to him is less the result of a direct evaluation of his teachings and more a

consequence of generalized criticism directed at the currents associated with Mufadal b. ‘Umar al-Ju'fi.

Moreover, narrative content evaluation shows that Khaybari’s teachings not only lack clear indicators
of extremism but, in several cases, directly contradict behavioral criteria commonly associated with
ghulat (exaggerators).

In addition, the thematic corroboration from other authentic narrators strengthens the credibility of
his narrations, even if his personal reliability has hypothetically remained unproven. Accordingly, this

research concludes that the narrations of Khaybari b. ‘Alf al-Tahan cannot be dismissed solely on the

basis of accusations of ghuluw and weakness. Rather, the findings demonstrate the necessity of
employing new methods in hadith criticism and avoiding the reduction of hadith creditability to purely
rijalt and isnad-centered judgments.
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