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Linguistic

One of the subjects to which God has exhorted His servants is reflection and deep
contemplation on the stages of origination and creation. The Holy Qur’an is a book of
guidance; therefore, it sometimes addresses a single subject across different verses,
highlighting a particular dimension of that subject in each verse, such that at times the
lexical expressions employed are identical. To uncover the semantic interconnectedness
of Qur’anic verses, attention to shared themes and a comprehensive consideration of the
corresponding verses appear essential. One of the primary criteria for identifying semantic
relationships among Qur’anic verses is the examination of their lexical connections and
the analysis of how specific terms are employed within the Qur’an itself. This is because,
in many cases, the intended meaning of a word can be discerned through its contextual
usage. The Holy Qur’an addresses the process of creation and origination through a
coherent network of specialized vocabulary, each term referring to a specific type or stage
of creation. In the Qur’anic discourse, verses related to origination are presented in a
dispersed manner across different surahs. The concept of creation is intricately linked to
the subtle notion of “breathing” through roots such as nafs, nafkh, nasmah, nafth, and
nafh. The roots zar® and harth, as well as nabat, express the processes of sowing and
growth within creation, while notions of dispersion and dissemination in a state of
minuteness or smallness are derived from the roots dhurriyyah, dharr, dhurw, and dhara’a.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and conducted through the semantic analysis
and etymological investigation of vocabulary related to creation in the Qur’an, the present
study seeks to elucidate the Qur’anic approach to creation and to examine the stages of

origination and Creation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

To uncover the semantic interconnections among Qur’anic verses, attention to shared thematic
structures and the systematic examination of the corresponding verses is essential. The Holy Qur’an
frequently explicates a single subject, most notably complex and multidimensional themes, through a
range of distinct lexical forms distributed across different verses and surahs, thereby illuminating the
subject from multiple semantic and conceptual perspectives. Consideration of this principle is a
fundamental requirement in linguistic and textual analyses.

Previous research in Qur’anic linguistics demonstrates that an accurate understanding of the concepts
of creation and origination calls for a detailed analysis of key lexical items and their semantic relations.
Lexical analysis within a linguistic framework, grounded in the semantic theory, and focusing on
paradigmatic relations, syntagmatic relations, and hyponymy offers a rigorous and systematic approach
to elucidating the Qur’anic conceptualization of creation. Accordingly, the present study addresses the
research question ‘How can the Qur’anic perspective on origination and creation be systematically
elucidated through the linguistic analysis of key lexical items based on semantic relations such as
paradigmatic opposition, syntagmatic combination, and hierarchical semantic inclusion?’

Methodology

The Holy Qur’an addresses the issue of creation and origination through a coherent and systematic
network of specialized lexical items, each of which denotes a particular type or stage of creation.
Although these lexical items appear in a seemingly dispersed manner across different verses and surahs,
at a deeper level, they exhibit semantic coherence and conceptual interconnectedness that can only be
uncovered through linguistic and semantic analysis. Accordingly, the present study adopts a linguistic
approach and employs a descriptive-analytical method to conduct a systematic examination of the
vocabulary related to creation and origination in the Qur’an.

In this research, the key lexical items associated with the concept of creation were first extracted
from the Qur’anic text. Subsequently, these items were analyzed through etymological investigation and
semantic analysis in order to identify their semantic domains and conceptual relations. In particular, the
roots that convey creation in subtle and non-material dimensions, such as nafs, nafkh, nasmah, nafth,
and nath, were examined in relation to the concept of breathing and the imparting of life. Additionally,

roots such as zar', harth, and nabat, which denote processes of sowing, cultivation, and growth, were

analyzed as the linguistic representations of gradual formation and developmental stages in creation.
Furthermore, the notions of dispersion, dissemination, and multiplicity in a state of minuteness or

smallness were investigated through roots such as dhurriyyah, dharr, dhurw, and dhara’a.

Finally, by examining the semantic relations among these lexical items at the levels of paradigmatic
relations, syntagmatic relations, and semantic inclusion, the study seeks to propose a coherent model of
the stages of origination and creation in Qur’anic discourse. The findings demonstrate that the Qur’an
employs a precise and purposeful lexical network to construct a multilayered and systematic narrative
of the process of creation.

Findings

In this study, the analysis begins with the examination of the term khalaq and subsequently extends
to the other key lexical items associated with creation. The Holy Qur’an places particular emphasis on
the concept of khalaq, which, along with its derivatives, occurs over 261 times in the text. Khalaq,
derived from the root (kh-1-q), is defined in classical lexicography as creation and the created beings. In
philosophical discourse, it denotes the act of bringing something into existence, while, in mysticism, it
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signifies the manifestation of God. In philosophical teachings, it can also refer to the transformation of
non-existence into existence or the conversion of one form of existence into another. The original
meaning of khalaq is measurement, assessment, and the creation of entities in which divine ordination
and precision are embedded, while, in religious understanding, it signifies creation and innovation
without a pre-existing model.

One of the essential stages of creation is the act of “breathing” or imparting life. The Qur’an employs
the lexical items that denote subtle gradations of this process, including nafth, nafkh, nath, and nafs.
Additionally, the Qur’an associates agriculture with human proportion and employs metaphors of
sowing and dissemination to describe the process of creation. The lexical items reflecting agricultural

processes, such as zar', harth, and nabat, convey the concepts of propagation and planting. Another stage
of creation which indicates dispersion and proliferation on a minute or diminutive scale is reflected in
roots such as dhurriyyah, dhurw, dharr, and dhara’a. Linguists interpret dhurriyyah as representing
dispersion at a microcosmic level, illustrating continuity and generational proliferation.

In the Qur’an, God is attributed with various names and actions, including Fatir, Khalaq, Insha’, Sana

‘, and Bad". Although these terms may appear synonymous, they carry subtle semantic distinctions that

not only serve rhetorical and aesthetic purposes but also reflect the different dimensions and stages of
creation. Moreover, the Qur’an frequently references natural phenomena such as the heavens, the earth,
day, night, the sun, the moon, stars, and meteors, either explicitly or metaphorically, emphasizing both
the grandeur and the precise order of the cosmos. These elements illustrate the divinely ordained
functionality of each component in the cosmic system, underscoring that the Qur’an is a text revealed
by the Creator and Sustainer of the universe, who possesses complete knowledge of the whole creation.

Embedded within the Qur’anic discourse are the profound mysteries of creation, including the origin
of the universe, the formation of the heavens and the earth within six days, and the primordial matter
from which creation emerged. The present study demonstrates that, through a coherent and systematic
lexical network, the Qur’an presents a multilayered and structured narrative of creation, which can be
rigorously analyzed from both linguistic and semantic perspectives.

Conclusion

While Wansbrough's work correctly identified 'Qul' as a significant literary feature, his analysis of
its functions is incomplete, and his hypothesis that it is a redactional insertion is not supported by the
textual evidence. This study concludes that 'Qul' is not an editorial apparatus but an integral and
sophisticated rhetorical device in the Quran. Its primary function is to create a dynamic conversational
atmosphere that serves multiple purposes, including argumentation, instruction, and divine affirmation.
The diverse forms and strategic placement of 'Qul' throughout the Quran reveal a deliberate and
consistent rhetorical strategy that is fundamental to the communicative style of the text, rather than
evidence of a later editorial process. The findings reaffirm the necessity of detailed literary analysis
grounded in the text itself before drawing broad historical conclusions.
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