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2 The Semantic Components of the Root Word "HifZ" in the Holy Quran/ Jalali Kondori

Extended Abstract
Introduction

The Holy Quran is a cohesive text whose content elements are interconnected and semantically
related. Examining the Quranic vocabulary, one can achieve extensive capacities within the domain of
Quranic exegesis. Among these Quranic terms is the root word "hifz" (preservation/guarding) and its
derivatives. The word embodies a dual concept. On the one hand, it represents an intrinsic attribute of
God and, on the other, it constitutes a human responsibility to safeguard divine values. This intricate
connection between the divine attribute and human obligation renders the examination of this root
crucial for discovering its semantic components and accessing its deeper layers.

The research questions are ‘What are the semantic components of the root word hifz and its
associated domains?’ and ‘What terms can be introduced as substitutes for Hifz?” The research
methodology used to discover the semantic components of the concept of Hifz is structural semantics
based on syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations.

In the review of the thematic literature, prior research concerning Hifz in the Holy Quran has
predominantly focused on the compilation of the Quran and the memorization of its verses. Regarding
the word Hifz, no entirely independent thematic research has been conducted within the context of
exegeses. While commentators may have individually addressed the meanings of Hifz and raised related
matters under each specific verse, they have not methodically extracted the network structure of the
term across the entire Quran. Reviewing the methodological literature, we found numerous scholarly
works and articles based on structural semantics that have addressed the semantic components of a
Quranic concept. Nevertheless, to date, the root Hifz has not been investigated using a structural
semantics approach. This makes the examination of the concept Hifz necessary based on syntagmatic
and paradigmatic relations.

Methodology

Through the methodology of structural semantics, The present research seeks to delineate the
semantic network of the root word "hifz" within the Quranic context so as to discover its semantic
components. A semantic network refers to the diverse relationships among concepts, whereas semantic
components denote the characteristics that constitute the conceptual essence of terms, identifying their
commonalities and disparities.

Findings

The research findings indicate that God sometimes directly assumes divine guardianship and, at other
times, through the mediation of angels, exercises absolute protection over the entire world. God has
delineated the scope of the prophets’ responsibilities in guiding humanity, but he has not delegated
obligations to them beyond that limit. Human beings are duty-bound to continuously observe their
devotional commitments (prayers) and act as the guardians of their divine scriptures. Furthermore, they
must exercise moral self-restraint and control their passions in the face of carnal desires. Between the
term Hifz and its paradigmatic substitutes, certain components are shared, while others represent points
of distinction. The shared components between Hifz and its substitutes include divine supervision and
protection of the heavens and the earth for the preservation of creatures' lives, human responsibilities
such as attending to prayers as a devotional commitment, self-restraint and the control of instincts,
fulfilling divine commands, and the inherent inability of humans to offer absolute protection to others.
Regarding the distinction between Hifz and its substitutes, Hifz entails conscious preservation; in
contrast, Imsak (withholding/restraining) can also refer to unconscious and instinctive holding.
Additionally, Hifz is predominantly applied to spiritual matters, such as the safeguarding of prayers;
however, Iqama, in addition to spiritual matters, is also employed for material and tangible instances,
such as erecting a collapsing wall.

Conclusion
The syntagmatic data reveal that Hifz is enacted by God, angels, prophets, and human beings as the
active agents. Divine Hifz within the ontological realm (Takwin) encompasses the preservation of the
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heavens and the earth, the divine command, the Preserved Tablet, and the divine watchers. Conversely,
what must be safeguarded by human beings within the legislative realm (Tashri') includes divine orders,
such as saying prayers, giving chastity, and preserving divine scriptures. Within the paradigmatic data,
a semantic affinity exists among the concepts of Masak, Hasan, Wakil, Mugqit, Raqib, Maknun, Iqama,
and Asam; consequently, they can be considered as substitutes for Hifz within similar contexts. In
general, from all these instances, one may conclude that solely God is the true Preserver and Sustainer,
and nothing within this universe remains concealed from His omniscience. Other protecting entities,
such as angels, bear the responsibility of guarding human beings and their deeds strictly by divine
decree. Understanding the semantics of Hifz is an achievement demonstrating that, within the Quran,
Hifz is a multidimensional concept. The multifaceted linkage of Hifz with God (in the ontological and
legislative realms), with human beings (in the legislative realm), and with what must be preserved (in
both ontological and legislative realms), systematically and coherently presents the semantic layers of
this concept to the audience.
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