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Article info. Abstract
Article type: The aim of the present study is to explain the mechanism of the Holy Qur’an in
Research Article institutionalizing the belief in monotheism within the minds and hearts of the polytheist

Arabs of the era of revelation. This objective is pursued through analyzing the Qur’an’s

methodological framework and examining the verses related to theology in order to unveil
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the gradual process of forming monotheistic beliefs.

The study was conducted using the tanzili-thematic exegesis approach and an analytical-
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April, 2025 chronological order of revelation, and the key propositions concerning Qur’anic methods
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The results indicate that the Qur’an employed a three stage strategy for institutionalizin,
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monotheism. There is a meaningful consistency between the methods and instruments

used in each stage and the thematic content of the revealed verses. In the first stage,
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through the early Meccan chapters, the Qur’an used motivational tools to encourage the
general public toward monotheism. In the second stage, with the formation of the first
faith community and the increasing resistance of the polytheists against it, rational

Motivational instruments, . P
methods, proofs, and arguments were applied as cognitive instruments to affirm

Cognitive instruments, . . L. . . . .
£ monotheism. In the third stage, coinciding with the Medinan period and the establishment

Behavioral instruments. of the Islamic state, the Qur’an utilized behavioral instruments; through the legislation of

regulations and behavior forming factors, it tried to operationalize and institutionalize the
belief in monotheism.
The present study reveals that the institutionalization of monotheistic faith in the Qur’an
is a gradual and purposeful process that begins with emotional motivation, continues
through reasoning and cognitive deepening, and ultimately becomes actualized in
behavioral and legislative structures. This multi stage mechanism reflects the
comprehensiveness of the Qur’anic educational method, which harmoniously integrates
motivation, cognition, and action to achieve spiritual and intellectual transformation
within the society.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Monotheism, as the most fundamental divine teaching, is the axis of all prophetic missions and the
foundation of human cultural and doctrinal transformation. In the course of its gradual revelation and
through a deliberate and step-by-step method, the Holy Qur’an laid the groundwork for pushing the
polytheistic Arab society toward the belief in the oneness of God. Indeed, by institutionalizing faith in
God, the Qur’an established the doctrinal structure of the Islamic community.

What has received little attention in this regard is the mechanism used by the Qur’an to realize this
transformation, namely the instruments and methods by which the Book institutionalizes the belief in
monotheism through creating harmony among content, the context of revelation, and the audience’s
level of understanding.

This study adopts a tanzili—thematic approach to explain the process of institutionalizing monotheism
based on the chronological order of the Qur’anic surahs and to discover a systematic model that reveals
the Qur’an’s motivational, cognitive, and behavioral strategies in transforming the belief in God. This
purpose is achieved through the analysis of the corresponding verses.

Methodology
This research is fundamental in purpose and analytical-descriptive in method, and it examines the
Qur’anic verses on monotheism through a tanzili—thematic approach. The data were extracted according

to the chronological order of the surahs as authentically narrated by Ibn-e ‘Abbas and transmitted by

Jabir bin Zayd. The data analysis was at two levels: longitudinal (the sequence of revelation) and
transversal (the context of preceding and following verses). The unit of analysis in this study was the
monotheistic propositions within the three historical stages of the Prophet’s mission, extending from the
beginning of the Prophethood to the Medinan period.

In the process of analysis, the three stages of the call to monotheism were first identified, and then
the transformative instruments and methods used by the Qur’an at each stage were examined according
to the context of revelation and the characteristics of the audience.

Induction within the content of the verses, comparison of the data, and conceptual analysis based on
linguistic connotations and contextual meanings formed the basis to discover the Qur’an’s model for

institutionalizing belief in monotheism.

Findings

A thematic analysis of the revealed verses based on their chronological order shows that the Holy
Qur’an has institutionalized the belief in monotheism by employing a gradual and coherent model built
upon three foundations including motivation, cognition, and behavior.

In the first stage, which extends from the beginning of the mission to approximately the middle
Meccan surahs, the content of the verses focuses more on motivational instruments, such as warnings,
depiction of torment, and description of God’s absolute power. Through an admonishing language,
denunciation of idolatry, and promises of God’s mercy toward the monotheists, the verses lay the
psychological groundwork for accepting the principle of divine unity in a society filled with polytheistic
ideas. In this stage, the frequency of the terms related to warning and the recurrence of cautionary
imagery correspond to the necessity of awakening the minds of the early audiences of revelation.

In the second stage, concurrent with the formation of the first nucleus of faith and the intensification
of theological confrontation with polytheists, the Qur’an employed cognitive instruments, including
rational arguments, conceptual contrasts, fundamental questions, and monotheistic narratives. In surahs
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such as Al-A‘raf, Yunus, Taha, and Al-An‘am, these instruments functioned to establish the intellectual
foundation of monotheism and demolish the bases of polytheism. The harmony between the linguistic
structures of these verses and their pedagogical aims indicates that the Qur’an relied primarily on
argumentative reasoning to establish the knowledge of monotheism, demonstrating the truth of divine
unity through internal and external proofs.

In the third stage, corresponding to the establishment of the Islamic community in Medina, the nature
of the verses transformed from cognitive to behavioral. Concepts such as jihad, migration in the path of

God (hijrah), divine support (nuSrah), affliction (ibtila"), and obedience served as behavioral instruments

to consolidate the belief in monotheism. The Qur’an’s emphasis on divine afflictions and the realization
of faith through action illustrates this stage, where belief in monotheism moved beyond mental and
emotional dimensions into the realm of social behavior and active practice. Thus, by linking motivation,
cognition, and behavior, the Holy Qur’an organized the society’s transition from polytheism to
monotheism and presented a systematic model of institutionalizing faith in God. This was an evolution
rising from emotional invitation to intellectual recognition, and finally to practical commitment. It
represents all the stages of monotheistic transformation within the gradual order of revelation.

Conclusion

This study was conducted to detect the Qur’an’s fundamental methodological pattern in the process
of institutionalizing belief in monotheism based on the tanzili-thematic style. It revealed a coherent and
tripartite methodological system including three stages: presentation of monotheistic belief, explanation
and proof of monotheistic belief, and stabilization and institutionalization of monotheism. Each of these
stages was in accordance with the historical circumstances and the conditions of the audience, utilizing
its own specific methodological instruments.

The principal findings indicate that the Qur’an’s method of inviting to monotheism is an integrated
process, yet one featuring distinct functional phases. In the initial phase (Surahs 1-38), motivational
instruments such as repeated warnings, depictions of punishment, and threats of divine chastisement
predominate due to the high number of non-monotheistic addressees. In the second phase (Surahs 39-
84), with increased resistance and the need for reasoning, cognitive instruments such as arguments,
contrasts, and narratives played effective roles to demolish the foundations of polytheism and establish
the unity of God. Finally, in the third phase (Surahs 85-114), the goal was to institutionalize and deepen
the faith within the nascent Islamic society; therefore, behavioral instruments such as the concepts of
jihad, migration in the cause of God, and afflictions assumed a central role, ensuring that monotheistic
belief be realized in the form of a social behavior.

The key conclusion of this study is the discovery of a correlation between the Qur’an’s “process of
content transformation” and its “methodological strategy”. This harmony can be traced in both
quantitative and qualitative terms, meaning that the instruments in each stage were employed with a
certain frequency and quality suited to the requirements of that era. Ultimately, the study illustrates that
the institutionalization of the belief in monotheism in the Qur’an is a developmental process, one that
begins with motivation, deepens through cognition, and culminates in behavioral realization and

permanence.
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