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The event of Iblis’s refusal to prostrate before Adam, as a pivotal and frequently reiterated
episode in the Qur’anic text, has long been the focus of exegetical attention. The majority
of commentaries, to explain the cause of this disobedience, have concentrated on Iblis’s
own words, attributing the root of his defiance to the comparison between fire and clay
and interpreting it as a kind of cognitive error. Adopting a critical approach and
questioning the sincerity of Iblis, the present study seeks to uncover the true cause of this
refusal from the perspective of God’s own Qur’anic analysis. To this end, the research
focuses primarily on the verses of Strat al-A‘raf and Strat Sad, as the texts that contain
the divine evaluation and judgment of this incident.

The findings of this study, conducted through a descriptive-analytical method within the
framework of tafsir al-Qur’an bi-1-Qur’an and supported by narrational sources (riwayat),
indicate that Iblis was not truthful in his statements. Rather, by employing a deceptive
strategy, he concealed the real cause of his defiance and falsely attributed it to his
supposed comparison with Adam.

According to the results, God’s own analysis of Iblis’s behavior comprises two
dimensions, psychological and ontological. The psychological dimension is represented
by Iblis’s inner arrogance, inferred from God’s reproachful question in Sarat Sad. The
ontological dimension pertains to his covetous desire for the rank of the Ahl al-Bayt and
his transgression beyond the limits of his existential station within the cosmic order. On
this basis, Iblis did not truly compare himself with Adam, but rather with the ‘Alin, the

Exalted Ones. Also, driven by greed and arrogance, he resisted the divine command.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Iblis’s refusal to prostrate before Adam (peace be upon him) is one of the foundational events in the
history of creation. Within the Qur’anic narrative, it marks the point of emergence of evil and the
beginning of the perpetual confrontation between guidance and deviation. Owing to its recurrence in
several chapters, such as al-Baqarah, al-A‘raf, Sad, and al-Hijr, this event has continuously attracted the
attention of exegetes. The prevailing exegetical trend attributes Iblis’s disobedience to his comparison
of the elements of fire and clay, thus regarding his rebellion as a cognitive error arising from a mistaken
analogy. Nevertheless, relying solely on Iblis’s own words to explain the real cause of his defiance
would be the negligence of his intrinsic attribute of deception and falsehood, which the Qur’an explicitly
affirms.

This study adopts a critical stance toward the veracity of Iblis’s claim and focuses instead on the
divine judgment of his act to uncover the genuine cause of his disobedience from the Qur’anic and
theologically analytical perspective. It argues that Iblis’s apparent analogical reasoning was merely a
facade concealing his inner desire for the rank of al-‘Alin and his arrogance against the ontological order
of servitude.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method grounded in the hermeneutical principle of
“interpreting the Qur’an through the Qur’an”. In the first stage, the relevant verses concerning the
prostration before Adam, particularly verses 75-76 of Siirat Sad and verse 13 of Surat al-A‘raf, were
extracted and subjected to intra-textual semantic and conceptual analysis. In the second stage, authentic
ShiT narrations and classical exegetical sources were consulted not as primary sources for meaning-
construction, but rather as auxiliary tools for explicating referents and determining teleological
dimensions of meaning.

Subsequently, through a contextual and contrastive analysis of conceptual pairs such as al-‘Alin and
al-Saghirin, the interpretive data were examined from psychological and ontological perspectives.
Finally, the validity of the proposed hypothesis was assessed by measuring the consistency of the
findings with the Qur’anic text and maintaining strict avoidance of subjective or speculative
interpretation (tafsir bi-al-ra’y). Accordingly, this study integrates intra-textual foundations with

narrational data, the latter functioning as confirmatory and complementary evidence.

Findings

A close examination of the Qur’anic verses and hadiths reveals that Iblis’s claim, based on the
comparison of fire and clay, was not truthful. A Qur’anic analysis indicates that his reasoning did not
stem from ignorance of Adam’s status, but rather represented a deceptive strategy aimed at concealing
his true motive. From the Qur’anic perspective, this episode comprises two interrelated dimensions.

The first dimension, psychological in nature, identifies arrogance and self-aggrandizement as the
inner causes of disobedience. The divine interrogative in the verse, “Have you become arrogant, or were
you among the exalted [al-‘Alin]?” (Sad 38:75), exposes that the root of Iblis’s refusal lay not in
elemental comparison but in self-magnification and rebellion against the order of servitude. The question
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delineates two antithetical semantic poles, arrogance versus servitude and the exalted (al-‘Alin) versus
the abased (al-Saghirin).

The second dimension, ontological in nature, points to Iblis’s longing to attain the rank of al-‘Alin as
the genuine motive behind his defiance. According to the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them), al-‘Alin refers to those who are the most proximate to God, namely the manifestations of perfect
servitude in the created order. By aspiring a position beyond his ontological capacity, Iblis transgressed
his existential boundary and was consequently expelled from his former rank. The verse, “Then get out
from it, for it is not for you to be arrogant therein; so depart, indeed you are among the abased [al-
Saghirin]” (al-A‘raf 7:13), expresses his ontological fall from the rank of the exalted to that of the abased.

Through this Qur’anic analysis, it becomes evident that Iblis fabricated a false analogy to obscure
his inner rebellion and jealousy toward the ‘Alin. Cloaking his desire in the guise of a rational argument,
he employed a satanic strategy of distortion to conceal the existential truth of his rebellion. Hence, Iblis’s
disobedience was not a mere logical error but a deliberate attempt to mask a profound ontological
defiance, a rebellion rooted in his aspiration to parallel the lofty ranks of the true servants of God.

Conclusion

Based on the exegetical analysis presented, the following conclusions can be drawn:

a) The prevalent interpretation that attributes Iblis’s disobedience to the comparison between fire and
clay remains confined to the superficial level of his statement and fails to reach the deeper divine analysis
of the event.

b) Through the reproachful question “Have you become arrogant, or were you among the exalted?”,
the Qur’an not only questions Iblis’s honesty but also unveils the hidden reality of his arrogance and his
inward desire for exaltation.

c) Iblis’s arrogance, at the psychological level, is derived from self-glorification and self-
magnification. At the ontological level, however, it originated from his covetous aspiration to transcend
his existential limit and attain the rank of al-*Alin.

d) His fabrication of a rational justification served as a mechanism for distorting perception and
concealing his envy toward the lofty ranks of creatures in the servitude of God; thus, he resorted to the
semblance of analogy and reasoning to rationalize his rebellion.

e) By focusing on the inner and ontological dimensions of Iblis’s behavior, the analysis of the text
demonstrates that his refusal was not an impulsive act but the culmination of a gradual process of
rebellion, desire, and denial.

In sum, Iblis’s deceptive use of analogy represents the first manifestation of the fundamental conflict
between the truth of servitude and the will for domination in a being who departed from the orbit of
obedience. Understanding this reality is crucial for elucidating the essence of evil, arrogance, and envy
in the structure of existenc.
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