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The final phrases of Quranic verses, known as Fasilah, not only serve rhetorical and
aesthetic functions but also play a crucial role in semantic interpretation. Verse 2:207 of
the Qur’an, which speaks of self-sacrifice for the sake of divine pleasure, concludes with
the phrase wa-’Allahu ra’Gifun bil-‘ibad (And God is compassionate to the servants), which
at first glance seems thematically detached from the central message of the verse.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, this article explores how
this Fasilah has been interpreted in both classical and contemporary exegetical traditions.
Through an examination of major interpretations, including al-Manar and al-Mizan, the
study demonstrates how modern exegetes, moving beyond literal and individualistic
readings, offer a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of the verse. In these
interpretations, the Fasilah is not only semantically coherent with the verse’s broader
context, but it also highlights a civilizational and communal vision of divine compassion.
The presence of selfless and sacrificial individuals is thus portrayed as a manifestation of
divine mercy that contributes to the moral and spiritual stability of the society. This
comparative analysis shows that tracing the semantic link between Fawasil (verse-
endings) and the surrounding discourse opens new interpretive horizons in Qur’anic

studies.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The concluding phrases of Quranic verses, known as "fawasil" (pl. of fasila), in addition to their
rhetorical and musical roles, play a fundamental part in shaping the semantic and interpretive structure
of the verses. In many verses, these phrases carry the main message or the thematic core of the text and
can help clarify the internal connection between the components of the verse and even different parts of
the context within the verse. However, in the classical interpretive tradition, fawasil have often been
viewed as a literal and aesthetic element, with less attention paid to their semantic relationship with the
content of the verses and their context. Verse 207 of Surah Al-Baqarah is one such verse whose
concluding phrase, "And Allah is compassionate to His servants," at first glance appears incongruous
with the beginning of the verse, which is about sacrifice and devotion in the way of Allah. This article
aims to re-examine the role of fasila for a more precise understanding of its meaning and connection to
the overall context of the verses. It seeks to investigate the semantic transition of this phrase in the views
of early and later exegetes and demonstrate how "fasila" can be a key to interpreting the semantic and
thematic structure of Quranic verses.

Methodology

The present research was conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach and a comparative
method. The research data were collected from authoritative Shiite and Sunni exegetical sources to
analyze the evolutionary trend of semantic fasila in the interpretation of verse 207 of Surah Al-Bagarah
comparatively. In the first step, early interpretations such as Jami' al-Bayan, Al-Tibyan, Majma' al-
Bayan, Al-Kashshaf, and Mafatih al-Ghayb were examined as representatives of the traditional and
classical approach. In the second step, contemporary interpretations including Al-Manar, Al-Mizan,
Tasnim, Partovi Az Quran, and Al-Tafsir al-Munir were analyzed to reveal the shift in perspective from
an individual meaning to a social and civilizational meaning of divine compassion. In the final analysis,
an attempt has been made to present a three-level (individual, social, and civilizational) model of the
function of the Quranic fasila in verse 207 of Surah Al-Bagarah by comparing different viewpoints,
which can provide an example of the interpretive role of fasila in the semantic system and structure of
the Quran.

Findings

The research results indicate that early exegetes often interpreted the phrase (aL,Jb gy, ) (And Allah
is Most Kind to His servants) at the end of verse 207 of Surah Al-Baqarah in the context of its occasion
of revelation, with historical instances, and at an individual level. They considered this phrase as a praise
for the self-sacrificing individuals of early Islam, such as Imam Ali (pbuh), and as an expression of
divine mercy and reward for their devoted actions. In this approach, the concluding phrase of the verse
remained merely as a declarative sentence expressing God's compassion and kindness towards believers,
with no connection established between it and the broader context of the verses.

In contemporary exegeses, particularly in Al-Manar and Al-Mizan, a new perspective has emerged
to examine the concluding phrase of a given verse in close connection with the context and semantic
framework of the preceding and succeeding verses. The exegete of Al-Manar considers divine kindness
not merely an individual reward but also as a divine tradition that preserves the social order and
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establishes righteousness and justice in the society by nurturing self-sacrificing and reform-minded
individuals. In his Al-Mizan interpretation, Allamah Tabataba'i performs a structural analysis of verses
204 to 207 and views their concluding phrases as a sign of God's continuous support for righteous
servants, interpreting it as a manifestation of the divine tradition in confronting corruption and
establishing justice. In both interpretations, God's kindness towards His servants in the concluding
phrases transcends the individual level and is elevated to a divine rule for organizing the human society;
this is a rule according to which God's kindness flows through the presence of reform-minded and self-
sacrificing individuals throughout history, guaranteeing the continuity of the believing community and
the sustainability of human civilization.

This holistic view continued after Al-Manar and Al-Mizan in some exegeses, such as Partovi Az
Quran, Al-Furqan, and Tasnim. By emphasizing the same principle, they presented the concluding
phrases of verses as a sign of active divine tradition in guiding and reforming the society.

The present study showed that, in verse 207 of Surah Al-Baqarah, the concluding phrase is connected
not only to the internal content of the verse but also to the context and semantic atmosphere of the
surrounding verses. This connection causes the interpretation of the verse to be elevated from an
individual and historical level to a social and civilizational level. Consequently, the concluding phrase
in this specific verse serves as a semantic link between the verse and its context, showcasing a clear
example of the interpretive function of concluding phrases in the semantic structure of the Quran.

Conclusion

This research indicates that the Quranic verse ending (fasilah) can play a role beyond a mere
rhetorical or stylistic device, serving as a semantic component and a key to understanding the
connections between verses and the Quran's indicative system. A comparative study of verse 207 of
Surah Al-Baqarah in various interpretations reveals that the phrase "And Allah is Most Compassionate
to His servants", while seemingly simple and emotional at first glance, carries a profound and multi-
layered meaning within the context of the verses.

Early commentators primarily understood this phrase as merely expressing divine reward and mercy
for individual sacrifice, interpreting it independently of the semantic structure of the verses preceding
and following it. In contrast, contemporary commentators, with a context-centered approach, have
analyzed the verse ending in connection with the overall context of verses 204 to 207. They have shown
that divine compassion here is not limited to the self-sacrificing individual but is a general principle in
the divine system that preserves the society from corruption and decadence through righteous
individuals.

Thus, in this particular verse, the fasilah is not merely a rhetorical or ornamental element; rather, it
appears as a semantic link between the verse's content and its surrounding context, playing an active
role in continuing the message of the verses. This connection shifts the meaning from an individual and
historical level to a social and civilizational one, implying that divine compassion manifests not in an
individual emotion but in the dynamism of the believing community and the presence of reformers in
achieving righteousness and justice.

The innovation of this research lies in demonstrating the role of fasilah in elevating the meaning of
the verse beyond merely reporting an event or historical instance, reinterpreting it within the framework
of broader divine traditions. From this perspective, the fasilah in verse 207 of Surah Al-Baqarah is a
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clear example of the interpretive capacity of verse endings to reveal the internal coherence of the Quranic

text and the interconnectedness of individual, ethical, and social concepts in verses. This framework can

serve as a theoretical basis for reviewing other Quranic verse endings and offering new interpretive

models in Quranic semantics studies.
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