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Sound-meaning relationship.

This study systematically investigates the interplay between the inherent musicality of
Quranic words and the semantic structure of its verses. It adopts an innovative approach
and a phono-semantic analytical framework that precisely connects phonological,
syllabic, and semantic variables. The necessity of this research stems from the
fundamental question of how the internal music of the text, beyond its mere acoustic
appeal, plays a crucial role in conveying profound and multifaceted meanings. By
addressing the gap in previous studies, which often focused solely on the phonetic and
aesthetic aspects, this research clarifies a new dimension of the rhetorical and substantive
miracle of the Qur’an. The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the data consist
of numerous examples from the Holy Quran. These data were collected and analyzed
through a comprehensive examination of the elements that generate internal music, such
as the properties of letters, verse intervals, repetition, and prosodic meter.

A significant innovation of this research is the explanation of the central role of internal
music in the multifaceted meaning within a single application. This implies that sound
and meaning are manifested as mirrors of each other, and the close relationship between
musical features and the meaning of the verses leads to a deeper understanding of the

beauty of the Qur’an.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Sound and music are fundamental to the appeal of any text. The Holy Qur’an encompasses both
external and internal musical dimensions. External music pertains to the science of magamat, melodies,
vocal tones, and Arabic intonations, directly linked to the reciter’s skill. Internal music concerns the
inherent phonetic rhythm and resonance of the Qur’anic words themselves. Studies on Arabic phonetics,
particularly within the Qur’an, have long attracted linguists and Qur’anic scholars. This research
investigates the connection between meaning, sound, and the music of the Qur’an, which is an inquiry
known in linguistics as phonosemantics. It posits that syllabic and phonetic variables are intricately
linked with semantic variables. The study seeks to answer the question ‘based on a phonosemantic
approach, what role do sound and the internal music of words play in conveying profound meanings
and influencing the audience in the verses of the Holy Qur’an?’

Methodology

This research is grounded in the concept of phonetic symbolism, which is a key approach within the
field of phonosemantics. Phonetic symbolism is based on the principle that the connection between
phonetic features, such as articulation characteristics, prolongation (madd), and repetition, and semantic
connotations is systematic and motivated. Employing an analytical model of phonetic symbolism, this
study examines two levels of this phenomenon in the Qur’an.

At the phonetic-lexical level, based on the theory of phonetic symbolism, the research explores how
the points of articulation and phonetic attributes of letters within a single word or across words of a
phrase align with and correspond to its meaning. At the structural-musical level, the issue goes beyond
the individual word to address larger structures of speech. Here, the elements that generate internal
music, such as paronomasia (jinas), repetition, metrical weight, and verse-end fawasil, are analyzed.

Findings

The verse-end fawasil of the Holy Qur’an are closely connected to meaning. For instance, Strat al-
Nazi‘at revolves around answering the disbelievers’ questions about the Day of Resurrection. Its fawasil
is predominantly absolute and end with the long vowel /a/. When pronouncing long vowels like /a/, the
airflow from the lungs moves unobstructed through the throat and mouth, extending the speaker’s voice.
This phonetic state aligns with the themes of Meccan siiras such as affirming the Hereafter, describing
Resurrection Day, portraying Paradise and Hell, inviting to monotheism and prophethood, and engaging
in rational polemic with polytheists. In contrast, verses 6—14 of the same siira have restricted fawasil
ending with the letter ha’ (¢). Pausing on this letter shifts the voice toward absolute silence, subtly
conveying the grandeur of the Day of Judgment and its inevitability and universal accountability.

Repetition of letters, or phonetic orchestration, is another driver of rhythmic texture. In the opening
verses of Siirat al-Zalzalah, the letters dhal (), zay (), and dad (u=) occur six times, and the letter 1am
(J) occurs four times. The phonetic properties of these letters clearly evoke trembling and earthquake.
This patterning creates a vocal texture of instability, vividly conjuring the image of an earthquake in the
listeners’ minds, as if everything beneath them is shaking.

Paronomasia (jinas), achieved through complete or partial phonetic repetition, combines acoustic
similarity with semantic contrast, generating cognitive tension and emphasizing differences. The verbal
music from complete paronomasia strengthens and multiplies meaning in the audience’s subconscious,
inviting deep reflection on the transience of this world and the eternity of the Hereafter. It functions as
a musical-semantic mechanism that presents different meanings within a cohesive sonic framework,
enhancing comprehension and message retention.

Internal music is also shaped by metrical weight. The first three verses of Sirat al-*Adiyat follow the
meter mustaf‘ilun fa‘tlun, typical of the rajaz metre often used in battlefields and epic contexts. These
verses vividly depict galloping horses, swift, tireless and disciplined, ready for battle, striking sparks
from stones with their hooves. The meaning aligns perfectly with the musical rhythm. Additionally, the
orchestration of the letter ha’ (z), matching the panting breath of swift horses, reinforces the harmony
between sound and meaning.
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Conclusion

Through a detailed analysis of the various musical features in the Holy Qur'an, his research has
demonstrated the profound and reciprocal connection between sound and meaning in the divine text.
The findings reveal that the "internal music" of the Qur'anic discourse is not merely an aesthetic
phenomenon, but rather a precise and purposeful mechanism for conveying deep meanings and ensuring
a lasting impact on the audience. The main results are summarized as follows:

1. The phonetic features of letters (such as shidda, rikhwa, jahr, Safir, and hams), linguistic structures
(such as metrical weight and verse-end fawasil), and literary devices (such as paronomasia and
repetition) play pivotal roles in creating the internal music of the Qur'an.

2. Sound and meaning are artistically orchestrated in service of each other. The rhythm and melody
governing the verses have been carefully selected in accordance with the content and semantic context
of each surah, reflecting a unique and rich artistic design. For instance, the sounds characterized by
"strength" are used for weighty subjects, while "soft and gentle" sounds are employed for themes of
glad tidings and tranquility. Any alteration in word order or substitution of terms would diminish the
eloquence, rhetoric, and musical and semantic beauty of the Qur'an.

3. The interplay of musical and semantic elements facilitates a more precise transmission of profound
Qur’anic message to the audience's subconscious, transcending race, language, and culture. This
constitutes one of the most significant reasons for the Qur'an's enduring influence on human hearts and
souls.

4. This research has demonstrated that the close connection between the musical characteristics of
words and the meaning of the verses leads to "multiplicity of meaning in a single usage". In other words,
a single phonetic-musical unit possesses the capacity to convey a broad spectrum of concepts, revealing
different semantic implications, thus underscoring the universal and timeless nature of the Holy Qur'an.
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