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Extended Abstract

Introduction

When examining the stories of prominent divine prophets in the Quran. one of the
questionable points is the extreme dispersion of these stories indifferent surahs in such a way
that the stories seem to be like a puzzle piece by piece, and each piece is placed in a surah as if
the audience, in order to understand from the beginning to the end of each story, must extract
these scattered pieces of the puzzle, find their chronological order, and put them together. This
disconnection is so great that even surahs such as Noah, Abraham, Hood, and Yunus, which are
named after these prophets, only mention part of their life stories and do not fully recount the
lives of the mentioned prophets. Even a prophet like Moses, who is the most frequently repeated
story in the Quran, is not narrated in a concentrated manner in one or a few limited chapters or
according to the sequence of events, but it is faced with a scattering of serious narrations and
sometimes repeated narrations of some parts.

Methodology

This research seeks to achieve new answers about —the reason of these discontinuities by
applying the dating method. In the first step, it is necessary to examine how much historical
information the people of Hejaz had about the stories of the Quran? Were they hearing the
names of these prophets and the events of their era for the first time, and did they have to wait
for years for the gradual completion of the surahs to fully understand these stories, or was the
telling of these stories a review of the previous knowledge of the people of Hejaz with a specific
purpose.

In the second step, in two different patterns of stories, one of which is repetitive and long
and the second of which is short, this dispersion is examined from the perspective of the dating
of the suras. The aim of this study is to discover the possible mutual relationship between dating
and Quranic stories.

Findings

A search of pre-Islamic sources indicates that the people of Hijaz, before the revelation of
the Quran , were generally familiar ~with the stories of all the prophets whose lives are narrated
in the Quran. Of course, it is natural that, in the Quran , some common mistakes about the
prophets were corrected or some details of the stories of the prophets were narrated for the first
time in the Quran ( See Al-Imran: 3:44 ;Hood11:49 ,Joseph 12:102).

The general familiarity of the people of the Prophet's era with the stories —of previous
prophets also is attributed to two sources. First, the stories of some prophets such as Adam,
Noah, Abraham, Lot, Moses, David, Solomon, Joseph, Jonah , and Job, which were previously
mentioned in the Torah, and the stories of Jesus and his mother, and of Zechariah and John,
which were mentioned in the Gospel and are still relevant today. The basis of the interaction
that the people of the peninsula had with the People of the Book, both Jews and Christians, in
both Mecca and Medina—, was their knowledge of the stories of these prophets.

Second, prophets such as Hud, Salih, Lot, Ishmael, and Abraham lived —in Arabia in the
centuries before the advent of Islam, and the people of the Prophet's time were familiar with
these messengers, both through the remnants of their time and through the stories —that their
predecessors narrated from them. Consequently, given the familiarity of the people of the Hijaz
with all the Quranic stories, one should try to discover a new reason for the disjointed and
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sometimes repeated references to the stories of the previous prophets, which seems to be the
method of dating the surahs.

The purpose of dating is to determine the time period of the revelation of the surahs —and
verses of the Quran.By relying on the dating method and reflecting on the long and often
repeated story of Prophet Moses, it is possible to understand that all the paragraphs of this story,
which describe the childhood of Prophet Moses and the widespread oppression of Pharaoh, the
mission, the return to Egypt and the uprising against Pharaoh and various struggles with the
rule of the tyrant until finally Prophet Moses and his companions migrated in a strange way,
are narrated only in the Meccan surah, where Muslims also faced the tyrants of Quraysh, and
these stories were, on the one hand, a concrete model for the continuation of the uprising of
Muslims and a source of stability for their hearts, and on the other hand, they had a warning
aspect for the polytheists of Quraysh. However, during the Medinan period, there was never
any reference to the story of Prophet Moses in the pre-Higrah period, and all the stories focused
on the mistakes of the Children of Israel during the period of liberation from Pharaoh and the
attempt to form a state, which again is a source of lesson and warning for Muslims who have
established an Islamic state in Medina.

Based on the dating method, Surah Al-Ankabut can also be analyzed as an example with a
brief reference to the story of the four prophets. This surah was revealed on the eve of the
Prophet Muhammad's migration and, in line with the emphatic command to migrate and the
promise of blessing in the event of migration, it refers to the stories of the prophets who all
achieved victory when they migrated in the way of God despite all the difficulties.

Conclusion

Based on what has been stated, a new approach can be reached by the dating method
regarding the reason for the discontinuity of the Quranic stories. Thus, considering the time
when each Surah was revealed and the requirements of the messages of the Quran, in order to
stabilize the hearts of the Prophet and the believers and warn the enemies including the
polytheists and the People of the Book, a suitable story was narrated. Stories that everyone was
aware of beforehand and, at each time, according to the need, only a part of them was revealed.

Going a step further, this relationship between Quranic stories and the dating of the surahs
can be considered two-way. In the sense that not only does a more accurate knowledge of the
dating of the surahs help to understand why the stories of that surah are referred to, but also in
cases where the dating of a surah is ambiguous or fluctuates between several possibilities, the
commonality of the stories of that surah, if any, helpsto determine the date of a given surah
along with other pieces of evidence.
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