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Critical restoration of the works of theologians and exegetes is one of the undeniable
necessities to advance and empower the scientific heritage of Islam. Shortly before his
martyrdom, Martyr Sadr explained the subject-oriented approach in the interpretation of
the Qur'an. He considers the function of this approach to be exclusively theorizing in order
to obtain the basic theories of the Qur'an and the missions arising from it. The
advancement of the mentioned theory is dependent on re-reading, criticizing, restoring
and completing it comprehensively. Therefore, the aim of the research is to advance the
theory of the historical traditions of Martyr Sadr through the critical restoration of his
historical background in theorizing. The current research is descriptive-analytical and has
been done with an emphasis on a critical view of the problem. The research data were
organized through document review, record taking, and an analytical approach. Al-
Madrasah Al-Quraniyyah of Martyr Sadr is used as a collection of research and other
sources related to the objectives of the research. They serve as the explanatory and
supplementary sources of the research. The findings show that, despite the special
attention of Martyr Sadr to expressing history, his historical historiography is
summarized in the brief views of atomists, Lahutian, Ibn Khaldoun, Descartes and Max.
As a result, his historiography is deficient and in need of restoration. Also, his claim that
the Qur'an takes the lead in expressing historical traditions is acceptable in terms of the

number of traditions, but unacceptable in terms of the existence of traditions.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Examining the historical development and intellectual antecedents of any discipline is an important
dimension of its philosophy. In Qur’anic studies, too, the intellectual investigation and elaboration of
divine traditions (“sunan Allah”), particularly historical traditions, have developed through a gradual
and uneven process. In the early periods, Muslim scholars largely confined themselves to the lexical
and, to some extent, terminological elucidation of “sunnat Allah”, while systematic efforts to employ
divine traditions in analyzing social and historical developments remained very limited. From the eighth
century onward, Ibn Khaldoun and, subsequently, Meqrizi drew upon these traditions to interpret social
and historical events. Following a prolonged period of relative neglect, the subject re-emerged in the
twelfth century through the reformist writings of Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Afghani and Muhammad
‘Abduh. It was subsequently developed within the Egyptian exegetical tradition and, thereafter, extended
among Qur’anic scholars throughout the Muslim world.

This cumulative intellectual development provided the necessary background for Ayatollah Sayyid
Muhammad Bagir al-Sadr to formulate a theory of historical traditions in the Qur’an. Building upon his
problem-oriented model of thematic exegesis (“al-tafsir al-mawdtT”) and its Qur’an-based approach to
theorization, Sadr formulated the theory of historical traditions in the Qur’an as an alternative to
historical materialism.

The present study focuses specifically on Sadr’s historical literature review in the process of
formulating his theory of Qur’anic historical traditions. It seeks to describe, analyze, critically assess,
and restore the various dimensions of the historical background presented by Sadr, with particular
attention to the scope and adequacy of his engagement with the intellectual antecedents of divine and

historical traditions.

Methodology

This study employs a documentary, descriptive-analytical method within a critical approach. The
primary source is Sadr’s “al-Madrasah al-Qur’aniyyah”, particularly his discussion of historical
traditions in the Qur’an. Sadr’s other works, along with relevant sources in the fields of history,
philosophy, theology, Qur’anic exegesis, and social thought, are used solely to elucidate and supplement
the issues raised in Sadr’s account.

Drawing on structured document analysis, analytical note-taking, and inductive reasoning, the study
identifies the shortcomings, reductions, and implicit assumptions underlying Sadr’s historical literature
review. The critical reconstruction undertaken in this study is comparative and is conducted across four
domains including a) textual and scriptural traditions, particularly the Old and New Testaments, b)
ancient Greek philosophical thought, especially atomism and mechanical causation, c) Christian
theology and Islamic rhetoric, with a focus on Augustine and Ash‘arism, d) and modern Islamic and
Western social thoughts, including Muslim thinkers after Ibn Khaldoun and figures such as Descartes,
Marx, and Max Weber.

Findings
The findings of this study indicate that, although Sadr’s historical literature review is an important
methodological component of his Qur’an-based theorization, it requires substantial supplementation and
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revision. His treatment is predominantly concise and allusive, with its principal limitation lying in the
relatively narrow range of intellectual schools it considers. Sadr pays particular attention to ancient
Greek thought and the theological views of Christian theologians, yet his engagement with other
philosophical and social theories that could have further developed his theoretical framework remains
limited.

The reconstruction undertaken in this study reveals several significant shortcomings. First, Sadr’s
claim that the Qur’an has absolute temporal precedence in disclosing the existence of historical traditions
requires qualification, since earlier Abrahamic scriptures also contain conditional propositions
concerning the relationship between collective conduct and historical consequences. Nevertheless, the
Qur’an is distinctly exceptional in its treatment of these traditions in terms of systematicity,
comprehensiveness, and its explicit articulation of divine traditions.

Second, Sadr’s brief discussion of ancient atomism requires further development in light of the views
of Leucippus and Democritus. The reconstruction undertaken here shows that the mechanistic approach
of atomism did not reduce historical events merely to causeless coincidences; rather, while
acknowledging causal and necessary relations within a material framework, it rejected final causation.

Third, Sadr’s discussion of Christian thought does not take into account Augustine’s comprehensive
philosophy of history and his emphasis on divine providence. Moreover, important points of comparison
with the Ash‘arite doctrine of “kasb”, particularly concerning the causal efficacy of human agency,
remain unaddressed in Sadr’s analysis.

Fourth, the restriction of the Islamic intellectual background primarily to Ibn Khaldoun has resulted
in the neglect of Meqrizi, as well as the later revival of the discourse on “sunan Allah” in the thought of
Islamic reformers, particularly in the works of Sayyid Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, Muhammad ‘Abduh,
and Rashid Rida. Greater attention to modern Western thought, including the relevant views and
critiques associated with Descartes, Marx, and Weber, could likewise provide a more comprehensive
intellectual background for Sadr’s theory. These shortcomings do not diminish the significance or
originality of Sadr’s theorization; rather, they demonstrate the need for a more systematic reconstruction

of the historical and intellectual background of his theory.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that, despite the methodological innovation embodied in Sadr’s
historical literature review within the field of Qur’anic theorization, there is a clear gap between its
methodological significance and its practical execution. The concise and selective nature of this review
has resulted in an incomplete account of the intellectual antecedents of the theory of historical traditions.
Accordingly, the historical literature review underlying this theory requires critical reconstruction
through broader engagement with intellectual, philosophical, theological, and social schools of thought.

The evidence also indicates that the Qur’an’s claim to absolute temporal precedence in introducing
the existence of historical traditions cannot be accepted without qualification, since causal propositions
concerning social and historical developments can also be found in earlier Abrahamic scriptures, as
documented in this article. Nevertheless, the Qur’an’s systematic coherence, conceptual depth,
integration of divine sovereignty with human agency, and comprehensiveness in articulating historical

traditions remain important as the distinctive features of its contribution to this field.
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By reconstructing an intellectual continuum extending from ancient Greek mechanism and Christian
and Islamic theological paradigms to post-Ibn Khaldoun Islamic thought, Islamic reformism, and
modern Western social theory, this study completes Sadr’s historical framework and contributes to a
deeper understanding of the methodological foundations of his theory of historical traditions in the
Qur’an.
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