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Jihad, at all its levels is a sacred duty. However, in the will of Imam Ali (pbuh), based on
the Holy Quran, financial jihad is mentioned to be prior to military jihad. The present
research seeks to show that this precedence is not accidental and is based on reasons
whose recognition and application will lead to greater authority and progress of the
Islamic society. The research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, and
the data collection was done through library sources. The content validity of the study is
based on reliable Islamic and Shiite sources, focusing on the words of Imam Ali (pbuh).
The answer to ‘why financial jihad takes precedence over military jihad’ requires a
conceptual understanding of jihad and an understanding of the important pillars of
financial jihad, such as asceticism, justice, and economic empowerment. Any military
jihad relies on financial power. Moreover, sometimes the economic sphere becomes a
field of direct confrontation with enemies, a vast field that creates an important mission
for the rich and the poor to overcome problems through work and production, as well as
contentment and correct consumption, and create lasting happiness for the society.
Although the spirit and purpose of military jihad are not separate from those of financial
jihad, the need for an interconnected network of socio-political reasons dictates the
inherent priority of financial jihad over military jihad in times of war and peace. This
matter gives financial jihad such authenticity and relevance that it takes precedence over

military jihad as an emergency contingent matter, which is subject.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In Letter 47 of Nahj al-Balagha, Imam Ali (pbuh) instructed his children in various matters
while making his will. Among the recommendations of the Imam is the call to jihad in the way
of God in three areas: financial, military, and verbal. By expanding the meaning of jihad, he
emphasized a multifaceted view of it beyond military confrontation. First of all, he
recommended financial jihad. The Quranic and Islamic culture and a detailed examination of
various aspects of life show that the types of jihad can be categorized in terms of priority and
delay. Since all the aspects of faith and individual and social life are not at the same level,
defending their privacy is not the same either. The question of this research is “What does jihad
mean in financial and economic contexts as mentioned by Imam Ali (pbuh) in Nahj al-Balagha,
and ‘“What could be the reason for its precedence over military jihad in particular?’

Methodology

This research is based on the data collected from library sources. In this regard, the most
important sources of Islamic tradition, namely the Quran, written sources of Hadith, and in
particular Nahj al-Balagha, were drawn upon. The elicited data were processed with a
descriptive-analytical method. First, the words of Imam Ali (pbuh) on the subject under
discussion were extracted, and then, in accordance with the research logic, appropriate
categories were presented, and the needed analysis and evaluation were performed until the
desired result was reached.

Findings

Financial jihad is a topic that can be seen in Quranic logic beyond the words of Imam Ali
(pbuh). According to him, financial jihad is based on three fundamental pillars: asceticism and
avoidance of worldly desires, commitment to justice, and economic empowerment. One of the
best examples of financial jihad is avoiding worldly affairs. This is what is referred to as
asceticism. Asceticism means renunciation and aversion to sensual desires and things that are
naturally desirable. Until justice is done to people in matters related to the treasury and public
rights, financial jihad will have no meaning. Ultimately, the goal of financial jihad will be
completed by producing wealth and prosperity.

The precedence of financial jihad is a question of large dimensions, the proof of which is
obtained by considering a set of various reasons. The first aspect of precedence is the
dependence of military jihad on financial jihad. Any presence of individuals in war and the
possibility of their victory depends on their resources, supplies, and financial expenditure. This
is usually the part that is understood from the term "jihad with money". People understand this
meaning, which means that the financial costs of the war must be covered. However, in a
comprehensive and general interpretation, the issue of jihad with money is interpreted as
supporting the war and providing all the equipment and facilities that are necessary for it, which
is not specific to the current jihad. The necessary combat preparations in peacetime to deter the
enemy also require financial costs and keeping the troops ready. Another aspect of the
precedence of financial jihad is the transformation of the economic sphere itself into a
battlefield, which is especially useful for the enemies of Islam at this time. Any weakness in
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this complex area can lead to a heavy defeat for Islamic societies. Confronting the enemy's
economic sanctions and blockade requires components such as social and economic empathy,
the cultural expansion of work and production, along with the promotion of contentment and
optimization of consumption. In contrast to military jihad, financial jihad is an all-
encompassing field that directly or indirectly involves all real and legal elements. On the one
hand, the government is responsible for reforming economic affairs. Taking care of people's
lives, empowering them, and managing and supervising the economic system are essential tasks
of the government. On the other hand, people also play the role of soldiers in this battle. The
wealthy in the society have the mission to help the vulnerable groups by making obligatory and
recommended donations. The poor are also tasked with making greater efforts to get rid of

poverty, as well as being patient with poverty and seeking no need for anything other than from
God.

Conclusion

The fighters of military jihad incur more severe sufferings on this path; therefore, more virtue
can be considered for them than for other aspects defined in the faith struggles. Without
considering the place of military jihad to be ignored or insignificant, a comprehensive
comparison at political and social levels shows the precedence of financial and economic jihad
over military jihad. Military jihad is something that occurs in emergency situations and is often
imposed on the Islamic society and, contrary to the peaceful nature of Islam, is specific to certain
occasions, individuals and circumstances. Therefore, it is considered secondary and incidental.
Financial and economic jihad, however, is not limited to specific times, places, groups or
circumstances. Every constructive financial and economic action in the Islamic society is a step
of struggle for the honor and lasting victory of Muslims; therefore, it has originality and
relevance. Regardless of all the reasons mentioned, the very dependence of military jihad on
financial and economic resources alone is a valid reason for the possibility of conducting
military jihad and winning it. Considering this comprehensive view, financial and economic
jihad takes precedence over personal jihad.
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