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Verse 113 of Surah Hud prohibits rukdn (inclination/support) toward oppressors and sets
punishment for it. Shi’a and Sunni commentators have differing views on the intended
meaning of the phrase "alladhina zalami" (those who wronged) in this verse, necessitating
a comparative study of the perspectives of the two schools. This research is conducted
with an analytical-comparative method to examine the interpretations of Shi’a and Sunni
exegetes regarding rukdn toward oppressors in Verse 113 of Surah Hud, identify the
points of agreement and disagreement between the two views, and determine the most
accurate interpretation of the verse.The findings indicate that both Shi’a and Sunni
commentators define rukdn as an inclination or trust accompanied by desire and
willingness, with some providing specific examples. Many Sunni exegetes interpret
"alladhina zalami" in this verse as referring to polytheists or disbelievers, thereby
permitting cooperation with oppressive Muslim rulers. In contrast, Shi’a commentators
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argue that "alladhina zalamii" is a general term encompassing all oppressors, whether
Muslim or non-Muslim. Both schools agree that trusting oppressors leads to divine

punishment and that God will not aid those who rely on oppressors.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Injustice (zulm) is one of the concepts that has received considerable attention in the Qur'an. It has
been condemned in various verses which refer to the consequences of injustice, the punishment of
wrongdoers, the repercussions of following them, and the various instances of injustice. Throughout the
Islamic history, there have always been rulers who governed the Muslim community unjustly and sought
to deviate it from the right path. To face their oppressive conduct, the reaction of the oppressed populace
has been one of the crucial factors that can contribute to the perpetuation and advancement of such
injustice in the society. That is, if the people's response, in some way, serves as an endorsement or
support for the oppressive rulers, it will only strengthen their resolve to persist in their tyrannical
behavior and empower them further in their confrontation with the Muslim community.

In Verse 113 of Sarah Hud, the Qur'an explicitly prohibits any form of reliance upon or collaboration
with the wrongdoers, stating:

"And do not incline toward those who do wrong, lest the Fire touch you, and you will not have besides
Allah any protectors; then you will not be helped.” (Q. 11:113)

Some exegetes have restricted the term "wrongdoers" (Zalimiin) in this verse to unbelievers (kuffar)
and polytheists (mushrikiin), thereby considering cooperation with the oppressive leaders of the Muslim
society to be permissible. Others, however, have interpreted the verse in a broader sense, maintaining
that it categorically forbids any form of reliance upon or collaboration with wrongdoers, regardless of
whether they are Muslim or non-Muslim.

Methodology

The present study aims to examine the perspectives of major Sunni and Shi'a exegetes concerning
Verse 113 of Sturah Hiid, which is about the prohibition of rukin (inclination/reliance) toward the
wrongdoers. It employs a descriptive-comparative method to delineate the commonalities and
divergences among the exegetes' views and analyze their interpretations, seeking to identify and present
the sound exegetical opinion regarding this verse.

Findings

Sunni exegetes such as al-TabarT, al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr al-Razi, al-Aliisi, Rashid Rida, and Sayyid
Qutb have interpreted rukiin in Verse 113 of Strah Hud in its general sense, meaning "to lean upon" or
"to incline toward" the wrongdoers. Some have also specified certain instances of it, including showing
leniency in dealing with oppressors, refraining from opposing them despite having the capacity to do
s0, and adopting a conduct similar to theirs.

In addition, some Sunni exegetes have restricted the referent of “alladhina zalamir” (those who
wronged) in this holy verse to the polytheists (mushrikin). Consequently, they have deemed it
permissible to rely upon and cooperate with the oppressive leaders of the Muslim society.

In contrast to this view, Shi'a exegetes have interpreted rukiin in the verse as "trusting in" and
"relying upon". However, Allamah Tabatabam has defined rukiin as "reliance accompanied by
inclination and desire", a perspective that is endorsed by the present study. From the viewpoint of the
authors of Shi'a commentaries, the referent of “alladhina Zalamiz” in the verse is general, encompassing
both unbelievers and Muslims. According to Allamah Tabataba'T, the "wrongdoer" (Zalim) in this verse
refers to the one who is known and characterized by the trait of injustice.

Notably, all Sunni and Shi'a exegetes are in consensus regarding the punishment for rukiin toward
the wrongdoer, as indicated by the subsequent clause of the verse.

Conclusion

The findings of this research are as follows:

Exegetes have interpreted rukiin in Verse 113 of Strah Had as "trusting in someone or something
accompanied by affection for it", "slight inclination", or "reliance along with desire and willingness".
They have identified the following as instances of rukiin toward wrongdoers: accompanying them,
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sitting with them, visiting them, being satisfied with their deeds, behaving like them, showing leniency
in confronting them, glorifying them, showing respect to them, and the like. These points represent a
common ground among Shi'a and Sunni exegetes and are accepted by both sides.

The point of divergence among the exegetes of the two denominations lies in the interpretation of
the phrase "alladhina Zalami" (those who wronged) in the verse. According to the views of Shi'a
exegetes, "alladhina Zalami" in this verse signifies wrongdoers in a general sense; that is, they have not
restricted wrongdoers to a particular era or a specific group, even if the occasion of revelation (asbab
al-nuzil) pertains to a particular group (the polytheists of the prophetic era). In contrast, some Sunni
exegetes have restricted the referent of "alladhina Zalamii" in the verse to polytheists and unbelievers.
However, some Sunni scholars are in agreement with the Shi'a view and consider the verse to be general
in its application.

It appears that the Shi'a perspective on this matter is the correct one, for the relative clause (mawSi)
in the verse is a general term (‘@mm), encompassing all wrongdoers, whether Muslim, unbeliever, or
polytheist.

The exegetes of both denominations are in agreement regarding the interpretation of the concluding
section of Verse 113 of Strah Hud. Based on the text of the verse, they have concluded that whoever
places trust in the wrongdoers will be engulfed by the Fire, will have no protector besides God to ward
off the punishment, and will not be aided by the Lord.

Some Sunni exegetes, such as al-Zamakhshari, maintain that the intended meaning of “alladhina
Zalamir” refers to those in whom even the slightest injustice is found. However, this view does not appear
to be sound; if accepted, it would encompass all people except the Infallible Imams (ma'siimin), since
some degree of injustice, however minor, exists in the life of every human being.
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