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The Holy Qur'an's reference to the greatness of Laylat al-Qadr on one hand and the failure
to determine its exact time on the other hand soon turned the issue into one of the
intellectual concerns and challenges of the prophet’s companions and followers.
Searching and analyzing the hadiths about Laylat al-Qadr in Sunni sources proves the
existence of at least three hadith streams. The hadith movement in the Hejaz region, which
had been able to develop as a dominant movement to the region of Iraq and the Levant,
considered Laylat al-Qadr to be possibly in the last ten days or the last week of the holy
month of Ramadan. Another tradition, known to be that of Ibn Masoud, believed in the
rotation of Laylat al-Qadr throughout the year. This trend of hadiths, which was born in
Kufa, found its place in the hadith circles of Madinah and provoked reactions. A third
tradition led by a number of well-known Qur’an reciters of Kufa such as Zarr bin Hobaish
and Asim bin Abi al-Najjud Kufi was formed in opposition to the tradition of Ibn Masoud,
who dogmatically deemed the twenty-seventh night of the holy month of Ramadan as
Laylat al-Qadr.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Holy Quran's reference to the greatness of "Laylat al-Qadr" on the one hand and the lack of any
hint to its exact time on the other hand very soon turned the issue of Laylat al-Qadr into one of the
concerns and intellectual challenges of the prophet’s companions and their successors. The differences
in the views of the companions on this matter and the efforts and emphasis of each to prove their own
views by citing what they had heard from the Prophet (pbuh), or at least claimed to have heard from
him, led to the emergence of numerous views and thoughts in later generations. The aim of the present
study is to explore the stream of thoughts through the analysis of the narratives on Laylat al-Qadr in
Sunni sources.

Methodology

In order to achieve the research objective, the hadiths on Laylat al-Qadr in Sunni sources are analyzed
from a historical perspective, using a descriptive-analytical method and library resources. It is proved
there exist several hadith streams.

Findings

Based on the available evidence and what was obtained from the analysis of narratives and historical
reports, there are at least three different schools of thought in this regard. The hadith movement in the
Medina region cited the quotes of Abu Sa'id al-Khudri, Aisha, Abdullah ibn Omar, etc. Later, it
expanded as a dominant movement to the regions of Iraq and the Levant. It believed in the possibility
of Laylat al-Qadr on the last ten or last seven nights of the month of Ramadan.

At the same time, three hadith schools were active in Iraq. An independent hadith school known as
Ibn Mas'ud's believed in the rotation of Laylat al-Qadr throughout the year. This hadith movement,
whose birthplace was Kufa, also found its place in the hadith circles of Medina, provoking reactions and
being accepted by the elders of the Shia sect. There were two other hadith movements influenced by the
Medinan community, one led by a number of prominent Qur’an reciters from Kufa and in opposition to
the hadith movement of Ibn Mas'ud, who dogmatically introduced the twenty-seventh night of the holy
month of Ramadan as Laylat al-Qadr. The other hadith movement, influenced by the quotes of Ibn
Abbas and his Iraqi students in Basra and part of Kufa, promoted the Medina view. Alongside these
three movements, the Imami Shia intellectual movement, with its emphasis on the teachings of Imam
Bagir (pbuh) and Imam Sadiq (pbuh), was close to the Medina movement.

These reports differ in terms of time. Some reports date the discussion of Laylat al-Qadr to the time
of the Messenger of God (pbuh), as stated in the alleged report of Abu Hurairah:
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Nevertheless, in the reports attributed to Ibn Abbas, the time is moved forward slightly and refers to
the period of Umar's caliphate:
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At the same time, a not very reliable report reveals the presence of this discourse during the time of
Uthman, where Zirr ibn Hubaysh says:
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The reports attributed to Abu Sa'id al-Khudri do not mention a specific time; however, considering
that Abu Sa'id was alive until 74 AH, these reports can be considered later than the other reports.
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Conclusion

This study shows that the weak chain of references and internal contradictions of many of the cited
hadiths cannot deny the presence of these trends in the first century AH. Also their attribution to the
Holy Prophet of Islam (pbuh) raises doubts. Despite the clarity of Laylat al-Qadr during the time of the
Prophet, a series of factors created ambiguity on this issue. Therefore, the conflicting views regarding
the issue may be due to some developments in the first couple of centuries after Hijrat, such as keeping
aloof from the Ahl al-Bayt (pbut) as those who were the hosts of the angels on Laylat al-Qadr, the change
of the Hijri calendar by the second caliph, and the conflict between the hadith scholars and those who
relied on their own judgments.
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