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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Recovering the sources of Shia hadith books, followed by collecting scattered fragments of
the missing text of these books from later texts, arranging them together as an attempt to
reconstruct the missing text based on its original and authentic characteristics has important
benefits, especially in the analysis of the bibliography of hadiths. Perhaps the most important
result of recovering the sources of hadith books is the identification of hadiths from books
accepted by ancient Shiite jurists and hadith scholars. By getting an access to the text of hadiths
from the books compiled by ancient reliable scholars and jurists, it is possible to judge the
authenticity of the hadiths whose belonging to those books has been proved. Another advantage
of recovering sources of narrative works and recovering lost hadith texts is that, by identifying
hadiths from an earlier written source and systematically analyzing the general characteristics
of the book, such as the prevailing attitude, specific interpretations and word-for-word or
meaning-based citation, those characteristics can be more or less generalized to other hadiths
by that author. Another benefit of finding the written sources for a book is that it detects the
history of an idea by years, or even centuries, and confirms the authenticity of that idea in terms
of its temporal precedence and antiquity, which is in contrast to the tendency that considers the
history of an idea to be limited to the time of its written sources.

Methodology

In this study, we have used a methodological model to retrieve the sources of hadith texts,
which is defined in the form of nine steps based on the role of the common link in the chain of
references. These nine steps are a) extraction and classification of the references, b)
determination of common links, c¢) identification of the author's common links, d) examination
of the function of the author's common links, e) ensuring the attribution and title of the book, f)
comparing the texts, g) matching the methods with the documentary evidence, h) thematic-
statistical examination, and 1) examining secondary evidence. Inspired by the aforementioned
model, we have identified common links in a group of frequently repeated references in Al-
Kafi, namely Mohammad bin Yahya from Ahmad bin Mohammad bin Isa al-Ash'ari from
Hassan bin Mahboob from Ali bin Ri'ab from Ziyad Abu Ubaidah al-Haz'a. Also, by analyzing
their function, we seek to answer the following questions:

a) What are the shortcomings of the aforementioned model in retrieving sources of hadith
texts and how to correct them?

b) Considering the aforementioned document, what sources did Kolayni use in compiling
Al-Kafi?

¢) What is the role of each of the aforementioned common links as a source, source of a
source, and narrator, and how is it identified?

Findings

One of the measures that should be taken to complete the research method in retrieving
sources of narrative works is to pay attention to the relationship between the works of each
category of narrators and the works of the scholars involved. This helps to consider how the
works of a scholar are related and determine the possibility that those works have been the
source. For example, among the scholars of Mohammad bin Yahya, one of whose books is The
Killing of Hossein, there is Salamah bin al-Khattab, whose book is The Birth of Hossein and
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his Killing. Accordingly, it is possible that Salamah bin al-Khattab’s book was Kolayni’s
source, and Mohammad bin Yahya was merely the narrator of his book for Kolayni; This is
especially because Najashi mentions Mohammad bin Yahya in his citation of the works of
Salama bin al-Khattab, or Salama bin al-Khattab's book may have been a source for Mohammad
bin Yahya and, source of a source for Kolayni. Another point in order to deepen the nine steps
presented is that, although the aforementioned method is based on analyzing the function of the
common circle and paying attention to the numerous scholars of the narrator, it is necessary to
pay attention to the students who have quoted a significant number of hadiths from him when
examining and comparing the subject of the hadiths in each category of narrators with the
subject of the various chapters and sections of the narrative work in question. In other words,
in addition to paying attention to the branches of the early part of the references and the
narrator's scholars, the later part of the references and the prominent narrators are important
too. The necessity of considering this new step in the chain of references in this research is
particularly evident at the second and third levels, namely Ahmad bin Mohammad bin Isa al-
Ash'ari, and Hassan bin Mahboob.

Conclusion

Based on the analyses conducted, it can be seriously suggested that Kolayni may have
benefited from the works of Hassan bin Mahboob. In cases where he attempted to obtain hadiths
from the works of Hassan bin Mahboob through Mohammad bin Yahya from Ahmad bin
Mohammad bin Isa, he benefited more from the hadiths of Mohammad bin Yahya and Ahmad
bin Mohammad than from their writings; But, in cases where he mentions the path of Ali bin
Ibrahim from Ibrahim bin Hashim, he mostly used the works of Hassan bin Mahboob through
the works of Ali bin Ibrahim. The hadiths of Ali bin Riab and Ziyad Abu Ubaidah al-Hazzaa
most probably reached Kolayni through the works of Hassan bin Mahboob. In fact, in these
cases, the works of Ali bin Riab and Ziyad Abu Ubaidah al-Hazzaa served as a source for
Kolayni.
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