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Emergence of narratives and the dating of documents, from the perspective of Orientalists,
is considered one of the new discussions in contemporary hadith studies. Recognizing their
methods in evaluating narratives underscores the necessity of this matter, as accepting or
rejecting their results will not be possible without familiarity with the approaches of
Western hadith scholars. This research, with a shared focus on the document and text of
the narrative "I was commanded to fight the people until they say there is no god but Allah
", seeks to evaluate the question of which period is identified as the first temporal origin
for the propagation of this narrative through the application of Juynboll's method on the
narrative and finding common links. This paper aims to fill the gap in studies regarding the
analysis of this narrative in the sources of both sides by evaluating the hadith using a
combined approach. By employing a descriptive-analytical method, it reached the
conclusion that the document and content analysis of the narrative reveal the weaknesses
of the chain and its excessive spread during the era of the Umayyad Caliphs’ conquests.
Additionally, the solitary transmission of the narrative in Shia sources and its transfer in
the writings of "Sheikh Saduq" and "Sheikh Tusi" as the earliest narrative sources are

among the most significant outcomes of this combined analysis.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Despite the lapse of a century, the issue of the origin of the texts and the dating of the
documents has been noted by orientalists as one of the emerging topics in contemporary
hadith studies. Recognizing their method of evaluating hadiths is worth attention because it
would not be possible to accept or reject their results without being familiar with the method
of Western hadith scholars. In the present study, an attempt is made to review the hadith
sources and the method that orientalists use to date the hadths in question, thus identifying the
origin of hadith dissemination by finding common narrators in determining the time of
publishing the hadiths. This helps to determine what meaning can be obtained by evaluating
the hadiths against the corresponding criticism criteria.

Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the data analysis is documentary-
declarative based on intra-textual and extra-textual dating rules. In this research, through
library work, the required data are derived from the texts was collected. In the second step, by
categorizing the narrative statements and documents in Shiite and Sunni hadith communities,
its internal dating is addressed. Finally, by finding a common narrator, the time for the
emergence and dissemination of the hadith can be determined. By discovering the connection
and correlation between different categories of documents and texts, the narrator in the
categories can be identified, who is the main factor in the formation and development of the
hadithaffecting the process of its transmission.

Findings

The content analysis of the hadith "I was commanded to fight the people..." indicates the
increasing growth of the text in later sources, which seems to suggest that the expansion of
the hadith in accordance with the requests of the exegetes, the tolerance of the compilers in
collecting hadiths, etc., can be considered effective factors in the textual prevalence of the
hadith. On the other hand, the analysis of the hadith does not confirm the fight against the
absolute infidels, because the assumption of this meaning is in complete conflict with the
criteria of textual criticism. The finding of a common hadith quoter (Ibn Shihab and the
existence of the evidence for objections to the Jihad of Dawah during his lifetime indicate the
development of the hadith in the era of the Umayyad conquests. It is worth mentioning that
the lack of description of the quoter’s conditions in Shiite sources, the lack of the hadith in
earlier sources, and its isolated citation of it in later sources are the factors that prove the
weakness of the references and its transmission to Shiite hadith sources.

It is worth noting that Khotir Yanbal's exaggerated view was implemented in the
documentary analysis by determining the common quoter and drawing the documents
network. This method, whose inadequacy was proved in identifying fabricated statements,
was carried out by deriving the chain of quoters so that the hadith communities that emerged
in individual ways could identify the common link in the third or fourth generation.
According to Schacht and Yanbal's approach, such a fabricated statement and, consequently,
the common hadith narration is considered as hadith forgery; while Motsky considers
Yanbal's method to be lacking in comprehensiveness. In contrast, he introduces the
genealogical analysis of the common narrator and the individuals present in the chain of
references as the most rigorous method.
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Conclusion

Based on the studies conducted to evaluate the discursive context of the dissemination of
the examined hadith, it should be noted that legitimizing the actions of the caliphs and inciting
individuals to participate effectively in conquests are among the factors involved in the issue
in question. However, it does not seem unreasonable to suggest that the hadith was initially
narrated in an informal manner and the later generations of narrators and compilers distorted
it in the process of making the conquests acceptable. Finally, considering the sources of the
hadith, it is basically stated in line with another truth and is based on concepts such as
avoiding murder, bloodshed, and segregating Muslims.

It is also important to note that, despite the many connections and commonalities between
the methods available in the science of hadith criticism and dating, such as analyzing different
documents and writings of the text, determining a common narrator for a hadith, paying
attention to the geographical origin of the emergence and dissemination of the hadith, and
abundance of vagueness is inevitable in the evaluation of hadiths. In other words, in the
epistemological teachings of Muslims, hadiths have been a genuine source for extracting the
rulings of the Sharia, while this approach can be considered in complete contradiction with
the theoretical foundations of orientalists; with a selective look at hadiths, orientalists
consider them important only for the purpose of recognizing the history of Islam.
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