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Verse 43 of Surah al-Nisa', due to its jurisprudential ruling on the prohibition of wine, has
received special attention from Muslim commentators and scholars. For this verse,
various occasions of revelation have been narrated in some Sunni hadith sources through
multiple chain of references. The occasion of revelation suggested under this verse
indicate that the verse was revealed following an event in which a number of the Prophet's
companions, especially Imam Ali (pbuh), drank wine. Given that the content of these texts
challenges the infallibility of Imam Ali, the necessity of their analysis and dating becomes
clear. Using the combined method of reference analysis and text dating, this study
examines the evolution and historical origins of the texts. The data were collected through
a library method and evaluated descriptively-analytically. The results of dating based on
this method, along with the processing of similar texts and their categorization, the
drawing of the reference network, and the identification of main and secondary common
links, showed that 'Ata' ibn al-Sa'ib is the main common link of such narrations, and the
second half of the second century AH can be dated as the time for the formation of this
hadith.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Verse 43 of Surah al-Nisa' (4:43), which states "O you who have believed, do not approach prayer
while you are intoxicated until you know what you are saying", is one of the most significant
jurisprudential verses of the Qur’an concerning the prohibition of wine. In Sunni exegetical and hadith
sources, there are numerous hadiths concerning the occasion of revelation of this verse. These narrations
consistently describe a wine-drinking banquet that occurred before the revelation of the verse, involving
a group of the Prophet's companions. The most challenging aspect of these reports is that, in some
narrations, Imam Ali (AS) is introduced as a prayer leader who was intoxicated and misrecited Surah
al-Kafirun during the evening prayer. This account clearly contradicts the Shia belief in the infallibility
of Imam Ali (pbuh). Given the textual discrepancies and the multiplicity of the references, this study
employs the combined method of reference analysis and text dating to identify the temporal and spatial
origins of these reports and to analyze how they were formed and historically evolved.

Methodology

This library-based research evaluates the data using a descriptive-analytical method. The research
population consists of 15 narrative reports from early Sunni sources up to the fifth century AH
(approximately the 11th century AD) that attribute the revelation of verse 43 of al-Nisa' to Imam Ali
(pbuh). The primary method employed is reference analysis combined with text dating, which is a
modern method in hadith studies. It involves drawing reference networks, identifying the main and
secondary common links, coding and categorizing textual variants, and comparing different versions of
the narrations. Additionally, rijal criticism (the science of narrator evaluation) and content analysis have
served to assess the authenticity and reliability of the traditions. The data collection was conducted
through a systematic review of primary Sunni sources, including interpretations, hadiths, and historical
works from the early Islamic period.

Findings

The analysis of the reference network revealed that 'Ata’ ibn al-Sa'ib is the main common link of all
the citations. This finding allows us to date the formation of this hadith to the second half of the second
century AH (approximately 136-137 AH), which corresponds to the lifetime of 'Ata' ibn al-Sa'ib. Sufyan
al-Thawrt (d. 161 AH) also appears as a secondary common link, indicating his significant role in
transmitting this hadith.

From a rijal perspective, 'Ata' ibn al-Sa'ib suffered from confusion (ikhtilat) in his later years, and
reliable narrators such as Shu'bah and Ibn Mahdi only accepted his earlier hadiths. Furthermore, Abii
'Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, who is the sole transmitter of this event from 'Ata', is identified as an
'Uthmani sympathizer and an adversary of Imam Ali (pbuh). Historical sources also indicate that al-
Sulam1 refused to support Imam Ali (pbuh) after the Battle of Siffin due to financial disputes, providing
sufficient motive for the fabrication or distortion of the narrative.

Textual analysis reveals significant inconsistencies (idtirab) in the details of the reports. In some
versions, the host of the banquet is 'Abd al-Rahman ibn 'Awf, while, in others, he is an anonymous man
from the AnSar. Similarly, in certain narrations, the prayer leader is mentioned as 'Abd al-Rahman ibn
'Awf instead of Imam Ali (pbuh). The text of the misrecitation of Surah al-Kafiriin also varies across
different versions, with some reporting a complete distortion of the verses.

Moreover, historical evidence and Shia traditions confirm that the prohibition of wine was a Meccan
ruling, predating the migration to Medina. Verse 43 of al-Nisa' is a Medinan verse, and it could not have
been revealed before the prohibition. This serious chronological contradiction undermines the
credibility of the occasion-of-revelation reports that place the wine-drinking event before the
prohibition. Additionally, the existence of alternative narratives attributing the event to other
companions such as 'Umar ibn al-Khattab, Ibn 'Abbas, and Abii Hurayrah further confirms the weakness
and confusion surrounding these reports.
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Conclusion

The cumulative evidence from reference and textual analyses leads to several important conclusions.
First, the narrations attributing the revelation of verse 43 of al-Nisa' to Imam Ali (pbuh) lack sufficient
authenticity and reliability. The main common link, 'Ata' ibn al-Sa'ib, is a weak narrator due to his
confusion in later years, and his sole source, Abii 'Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, had animosity toward
Imam Ali (pbuh).

Second, the significant discrepancies in the details of the event across different versions, such as the
identity of the host, the prayer leader, and the exact wording of the misrecitation, indicate that these
reports were not transmitted accurately and have undergone distortion over time.

Third, the chronological contradiction with the established Meccan prohibition of wine demonstrates
that these narratives are historically problematic. Verse 43 of al-Nisa' could not have been revealed
before the prohibition, as the narrations claim.

Fourth, the political context of the Umayyad period, characterized by hostility toward the Ahl al-
Bayt, is likely to have provided the motivation for the fabrication or distortion of these hadiths. The
Umayyads had a clear interest in undermining the spiritual authority and infallibility of Imam Ali (pbuh)
to legitimize their own rule.

Therefore, relying on these narrations to challenge the infallibility of Imam Ali (pbuh) has no
scholarly basis. This study underscores the necessity of critically re-evaluating Sunni narrative sources
regarding the occasions of revelation and highlights the importance of employing modern methods such
as reference analysis combined with text dating to uncover the historical origins of problematic
narratives.
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