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The first step to gain the knowledge of the Quran is to carefully examine the meanings of
its words. Recently, with the development of the semantics approach in Quranic studies,
a new method has emerged in this field, the purpose of which is to discover the meanings
of hidden layers in the verses of the Quran. In fact, in the semantics of any word, it is
noteworthy that the given word has conceptual relations with a series of words, which, as
a result, share meaning with a series of semantic elements and are different in some cases.
For this reason, the method of understanding conceptual components can be used to
examine conceptual relationships. The present article uses a descriptive-analytical
method to investigate the semantic features of the words ‘hard work’ and ‘bitterness’ in
the Holy Quran firstly in the literal senses of these words. Then, the other words that are
similar to them are examined. At this stage, by considering hardship and bitterness as the
focal point of this field, some words that have the most common components with these
words in the Qur'an are introduced and compared. From the result of comparing the
words, it is clear that ‘Lughob’ is suffering from hunger, thirst and fatigue, ‘Nasb’ is any
type of physical and mental damage, ‘Waseb’ indicates the suffering that leads to

happiness with patience, and ‘Kadh’ indicates a lack.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Semantics, as one of the major branches of linguistics, plays a crucial role in the accurate
understanding of religious texts, especially the Holy Qur'an. This discipline uncovers the hidden
layers of meaning by analyzing the conceptual relationships among words. The present study
aims to examine the semantic components of the Qur'anic terms "mihna" (tribulation) and
"mararah" (bitterness) and their conceptual relationships with related words. Although these
terms share the general notion of suffering and hardship, each possesses unique semantic
nuances, which are explored in this research.

Methodology

Semantic components are the features that break down a word into smaller conceptual parts
to allow for more precise understanding. These features define the conceptual relationships
between words and help to describe meanings more accurately. For instance, in analyzing the
word mihna, features such as “trial,” “hardship,” and “the unveiling of inner truth” can be
identified. The word mihna, derived from the root M-H-N, refers to a trial or difficulty that
reveals internal realities. In verse 3 of Surah Al-Hujurat, the term is used in the sense of
purification. On the other hand, mararah, from the root M-R-R, signifies bitterness and
suffering, as seen in verse 46 of Surah Al-Qamar, where it alludes to the bitterness of the Day
of Judgment. These two terms are frequently used metaphorically in religious and hadith
literature to express suffering and hardship. A comparative analysis of the Qur'anic words
related to mihna and mararah is presented in this research.

Findings

Lugiib: This word appears only twice in the Qur'an (Qaf 50:38 and Fatir 35:35) and denotes
fatigue or exhaustion resulting from activity. In Surah Qaf (50:38), the negation of lugiib in
reference to God refutes the Jewish belief that God became tired after creating the universe. In
Surah Fatir (35:35), the absence of lugiib in paradise highlights the freedom of the righteous
from any form of fatigue.

Alam: Occurring 75 times in the Qur'an, alam refers to general pain and suffering. In verses
such as Surah An-Nisa’ (4:104), it refers to the pain of war injuries, while in verses like Surah
Al-Bagarah (2:10) and Hud (11:102), it describes the painful torment of the afterlife. Unlike
lugtib, which is limited to physical exhaustion, alam encompasses both physical and emotional
pain.

Nasab: This word refers to suffering and hardship resulting from exertion. In Surah At-
Tawbah (9:120), it refers to the hardships endured by the mujahideen, and in Surah Al-Kahf
(18:62), it refers to the fatigue experienced by Moses (PBUH) during his journey. Unlike alam,
which may arise without a specific cause, naSab usually results from effort or activity.

Waseb: Occurring only twice in the Qur'an (As-Saffat 37:9 and An-Nahl 16:52), this word
implies persistent and enduring suffering. In Surah As-Saffat (37:9), it refers to the eternal
punishment of devils. Unlike naSab, which is temporary, waSeb emphasizes continuous
suffering.
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Kadh: This term appears in Surah Al-Inshigaq (84:6) and refers to toil accompanied by
hardship in pursuit of divine meeting. Unlike ‘anat, which has a negative connotation, kadh can
be positive and lead to spiritual growth.

Kabad: This word, found in Surah Al-Balad (90:4), indicates the inherent hardship of human
life, suggesting that humans encounter difficulties throughout their existence.

‘Anat: Mentioned five times in the Qur'an, ‘anat refers to suffering caused by sin and
disobedience. Verses like At-Tawbah (9:128) and Al-Hujurat (49:7) address the negative
consequences of rebellion and turning away from God.

Conclusion

The analysis of the semantic components of the words related to mihna and mararah in the
Holy Qur'an reveals that, while all these words share the general theme of suffering and
hardship, each involves subtle distinctions. Some, like kadh and kabed, may have a positive

aspect that contributes to human growth, while others, like ‘anat, are the result of sin and

disobedience. Additionally, terms such as lugiib and naSab focus on physical hardship, whereas
alam encompasses both physical and emotional sufferings.
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