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Biographical

From the very beginning of the Prophet Muhammad's message, hadiths gained attention
as the most important source of divine rulings after the Qur'an. A study of the history of
hadiths in both Shia and Sunni traditions reveals that many companions and disciples of
the Imams (peace be upon them) endeavored to record and preserve hadiths. Among them,
women from the Muhajirun, Ansar, and others played various cultural-social roles and
simultaneously transmitted hadiths and narrations. This role continued throughout the
early Islam, and the history reports female narrators and hadith scholars whose presence
in references to hadith is very prominent. One of these influential but little known women
is "Habbabah al-Walibiyyah".

She was the daughter of Ja'far al-Asadi and a hadith scholar who, due to her exceptionally
long life, lived during the time of eight Imams, from Imam Ali (pbuh) to Imam Reza
(pbuh) and gained knowledge and narrated from them. Consequently, she is introduced
as one of the female hadith narrators in Shi'a biographical reports hadith history books.
This research aims to recognize the historical, biographical, and hadith personality of
Habbabah al-Walibiyyah as well as identify the type of her narrations. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method and utilizing library resources, the study first introduces
Habbabah and then re-examines her status as a hadith narrator and categorizes her
narrations thematically. In this regard, the hadiths collected from her in each area are
categorized under different titles, and then their content is explained. As the findings of
this research indicate, firstly, her biographical reports are trustworthy in Shia sources.
Secondly, her primary students and narrators are also considered reliable and of high
standing. Thirdly, in terms of the themes, her hadiths, concern Imamate and Wilayah,
virtues of Shi'as, and jurisprudence, which signifies her profound interest in and
knowledge of the exalted status of the Shi'a Imams. Fourthly, in terms of reference, her
hadiths are reliably marked; three hadiths are authentic, one is good, three are weak but
have complete chain of narrators, three are weak with a missing initial narrator), and one

is weak with a higher authority as one of its narrators.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Hadith, as the second most important source of Islamic Shari'ah, has been a subject of
attention since the beginning of the Prophet Muhammad's invitation. A review of the history of
hadiths reveals that women, alongside men, played an active role in transmitting and preserving
hadiths. Habbabah al-Walibiyyah is a Shi'a female hadith narrator who, with a long life, met
eight infallible Imams and narrated numerous traditions from them. Given the importance of
recognizing such hadith personalities and their role in transmitting the Islamic legacy, this
article aims to re-identify the historical, biographical (rijali), and Hadith personality of
Habbabah al-Walibiyyah, elucidate her role in transmitting the hadith legacy, and categorize
her hadiths thematically.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. To achieve a
comprehensive understanding of Habbabah al-Walibiyyah and to clarify various dimensions of
her hadith personality, two main approaches were utilized. The first approach involves a precise
study and analysis of Shi'a rijali sources. In this section, the reliability of Habbabah al-
Walibiyyah in the science of rijal, as well as the rijali status and authenticity of the first-tier
narrators of her traditions, were examined to determine the documentary validity of her hadiths.
The second approach comprises the examination and thematic categorization of the hadiths
transmitted from Habbabah al-Walibiyyah in Shi'a hadith collections. This section, through an
in-depth analysis of the references and content of the traditions, has sought to identify and
classify her main themes and hadith objectives. The ultimate goal of this methodology is to
present a clear, documented, and comprehensive picture of the personality, position, and
prominent role of this female Hadith narrator in transmitting the hadith legacy of the Ahl al-
Bayt.

Findings

The findings of this research reveal various dimensions of Habbabah al-Walibiyyah's hadith
personality and her role in transmitting the hadith legacy of the Ahl al-Bayt. Owing to her
reliability and biographical (Rijali) standing, Habbabah al-Walibiyyah holds a very high
position in Shi'a rijali sources. "Scholars of rijal, including Shaykh Tousi, Ibn Dawoud al-Hilli,
and the author of Al-Jami' fi 'llm al-Rijal, authenticated her and referred to her with titles such
as wise, perfect, eminent, knowledgeable in matters of the lawful and unlawful, and much
worship.

These authentications demonstrate the complete trust of hadith scholars in her academic and
practical character, placing her among the highly reliable narrators. The epithet "Sahibat al-
Hasa'ah (The Owner of the Pebble)", bestowed upon her due to miracles related to the Imams
sealing of pebbles, further enhances her spiritual standing.

As for the eminence and reliability of the first-tier narrators, a precise examination of those
narrators who transmitted hadiths from Habbabah al-Walibiyyah indicates their general
authenticity. Figures such as Abu Hamzah al-Thumali, who is considered as a reliable and
trustworthy companion of Imam Sajjad (pbuh) and the Sadigayn (Imam Bagqir and Imam Sadiq)
or Dawud al-Raqqi, who, despite some differing opinions, is affirmed by many Shi'a rijal
scholars and whose stature Imam Sadiq (pbuh) compared to that of Miqdad with the Prophet
(pbuh) and also Zarif ibn Nasih, who was a reliable individual and possessed books trusted by
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the Imams, all contribute to the credibility of Habbabah's traditions. This reflects Habbabah al-
Walibiyyah's precision and diligence in selecting individuals who received hadiths from her.

Regarding the thematic categorization and frequency of hadiths, by collecting and analyzing
all of Habbabah al-Walibiyyah's narrations, after removing duplicates, it was determined that
her hadiths primarily fall into three main thematic areas. The highest frequency is dedicated to
narrations concerning Imamah and Wilayah and the virtues of Imams (13 hadiths), which
demonstrates the depth of her knowledge and commitment to the status of the Ahl al-Bayt and
her dedication to promoting their teachings. Second, there are hadiths concerning the virtues of
Shi'as (five hadiths), indicating her attention to the ethical and social dimensions of the Shi'a
community. Finally, two hadiths are also narrated from her in the domain of jurisprudence,
which illustrates the breadth of her hadith knowledge across various aspects of Shari'ah (Islamic
Law).

In terms of documentary status of hadiths and their content validity, Habbabah al-
Walibiyyah's narrations, with duplicates removed, include three correct ones, one hasan
narration, three weak but documented narrations, three weak narrations with no connected
references, and one weak hadith narrated by a famous author. Although some narrations are
weak in terms of their references (due to disconnection or the presence of unidentified
narrators), their content remains valid due to its conformity with established themes and
abundant corroborating evidence in other sources. The principle of leniency in the proofs of
traditions, especially concerning hadiths on virtues, and the presence of textual corroborations
in other hadith books strengthen the validity of some of her weak narrations and allow for the
acceptance of their content.

Conclusion

From the present research, a number of points can be derived. Habbabah bint Ja'far Asadi al-
Walibiyyah, as a prominent and trusted female hadith narrator in Islamic history, played a very
important and effective role in transmitting a significant portion of the Shi'a hadith legacy over
more than two centuries of her blessed life. Her meeting with eight Imams significantly
enhances the credibility and depth of her hadith knowledge.

The robust authentication of Habbabah al-Walibiyyah's biographical standing in
authoritative Shi'a sources, coupled with the proven reliability of her direct narrators (such as
Abu Hamzah al-Thumali, recognized as one of the most trustworthy companions of Imams),
and the honorable epithets attributed to her, profoundly enhances the significance and
credibility of the narrations attributed to her in Shi'a hadith collections. This underscores her
prominent scholarly and spiritual status and her crucial role in transmitting the textual legacy
of the Ahl al-Bayt.

Habbabah's special position with the Ahl al-Bayt is clearly evident through numerous
miracles performed for her by the Infallibles (such as the healing of her illness and the return
of her youth), as well as the bestowal of the epithet "Sahibat al-Hasa'ah” (Owner of the Pebble)
and the glad tidings of her presence in the return of Imam Mahdi. These characteristics
emphasize her spiritual status and closeness to the Family of Infallibility and Purity.

The main focus of Habbabah al-Walibiyyah's narrations on the topics of Imamah, Wilayah,
and the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt demonstrates her deep ideological orientation and continuous
effort to explain and promote the true position of the Imams and their rightful teachings in the
society of her time. This highlights her role not only as a narrator but also as an effective
propagator of Wilayah.
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Although an examination of the documentary status of her hadiths indicates that some of
them are weak in terms of reference, their valuable content and the presence of abundant
evidence and corroborations in other reliable Hadith sources reveal the importance of
researching and paying attention to the hadith legacy of this female hadith narrator. The
principle of leniency in the proofs of traditions is also effective in validating some of those
hadiths of virtues.

The re-identification of the personality and narrations of Habbabah al-Walibiyyah is an
important step towards honoring and highlighting the unparalleled role of women in the rich
history of Shi'a hadiths and enriching hadith studies. This greatly contributes to a better
understanding of various dimensions of the Ahl al-Bayt's legacy.
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