Journal of Ketab-e Qayyem &%

A\

ISSN: 2251 -6026 Meybod University o

Homepage: KQ.meybod.ac.ir

A Ciritical study on the theory of abrogation regarding verse 52 of chapter al-ahzab:

w -1 8
€ e sl o0

Hamid Naderi Qahfarokhi

Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Faculty of Literature and Human Sciences, Shahrekord University,
Shahrekord, Iran. E-mail: hamid.naderi@sku.ac.ir

Article info.

Abstract

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 14 November, 2023
Received in revised form 5
March, 2024

Accepted 16 April, 2024
Published online 23
September, 2025

Keywords:

The Marriages of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), Verse 52
of the Chapter Al-Ahzab,
Abrogation (Naskh),
Limitation on the Number of
Wives for Men, Cultural
Transformations in Early Islam.

Some Shia researchers rely on hadiths and believe that verse 52 of Chapter Al-Ahzab has
been abrogated by verse 50. Consequently, contrary to the implications of this verse, new
marriages for the Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) were permissible even after the revelation
of this verse. It seems necessary to reassess the issue of the abrogation of the mentioned
verse, provide realistic analyses of the marriages of the prophet, and examine the
feasibility of applying this verse to elucidate the cultural transformations of the early
Islam. Analytical examination of the corresponding verses and hadiths indicates certain
problems with the idea of this verse being abrogated. First, there is no contradiction
between this verse and the abrogating verse. Second, in the context of abrogation, the
abrogated verse must precede the abrogating verse, while verse 50 in the Quran comes
before verse 52 and the content of both verses supports this order. Third, the cited hadiths
are based on one single original narrator. Thus, the perspective of abrogation not only
lacks justification but also faces numerous obstacles. Rejecting the abrogation of this
verse paves the way for a detailed analysis of the marriages of the Prophet Mohammad
(pbuh) and the explanation of the gradual method employed by the Quran in limiting the

number of wives permissible for a man.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

God says in verse 52 of Chapter Al-Ahzab, addressing the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh): “It
is not lawful for you [to marry] Women from now on ...” [...1x UA Ll T U?q\j]. This verse

explicitly prohibits new marriages for the Prophet in such a way that he will not even be allowed
to divorce a woman and marry another in her place. Nevertheless, some Shia scholars believe,
based on certain Hadiths, that this verse has been abrogated by verse 50 of Chapter Al-Ahzab;
therefore, new marriages for the Prophet ((pbuh) have been permissible even after the revelation
of verse 52. “A precise understanding of the Quranic verses and the hadiths of the Ahl al-Bayt
(as),” “Re-examining and evaluating the view of the abrogation of verse 52 of Chapter Al-
Ahzab and uncovering its strengths and weaknesses,” “Providing realistic analyses of the
marriages of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh),” and “The feasibility of using this verse in
explaining the cultural transformations of the early Islamic period” clarify the necessity of
examining the abrogation of this verse.

Methodology

To examine the issue of abrogation, the corresponding verses and hadiths are evaluated
through an analytical-critical method. Indeed, the consistency of the views in this regard with
the verses of the Holy Quran and the available documents is assessed.

Discussion

Examining the documents for the abrogation of verse 52 reveals several points as follows:

a) Abrogation requires a complete contradiction between the abrogating and abrogated
verses, such that reconciliation is impossible. However, in this case, there is no absolute
contradiction between the mentioned verses. According to verse 50, certain women were made
lawful for the prophet (pbuh) in the past, while verse 52 prohibits women other than his current
wives. So, there is no contradiction between these two tenets.

b) For abrogation to be valid, the abrogated verse must precede the abrogating rule, so that
the expediency may change in the interval between the abrogated point and abrogating rule.
However, the advocates of the abrogation view have no solid evidence to prove that verse 52
was revealed before verse 50. At the very least, the placement of verse 50 before verse 52 in
Chapter Al-Ahzab negates this precedence. This order can be a very suitable indication that the
order of revelation of the verses was also in this manner. Furthermore, the content of the two
verses also confirms the order found in the Quran; the verb used in verse 50 is in the past tense
“UllaP (We have made lawful), and the verb used in verse 52 is in the present tense “Uss ¥ (is
not lawful).

¢) Relying on hadiths is not helpful in establishing abrogation in this discussion. Despite
some claims about the abundance of these hadiths, they are not sufficient to be considered
beyond the level of a single-quoter hadith (khabar wahid). This is because the abrogation view
is mainly based on four hadiths reported in the book 4/-Kafi. The same hadiths are reported in
other books from the same source. In terms of references, one of the narrators is authentic, but
the rest are weak. In Ayyashi Interpretation, a hadith without a reference is reported in this
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regard. Some Shia jurists have also cited a hadith from Sunni sources to prove this abrogation.
These hadiths are firstly not numerous enough and secondly often weak in terms of references;
they are ultimately single-quoter hadiths. As established by the principles of jurisprudence, the
interpretation of Quranic verses by single-quoter hadiths is not permissible.

Conclusion

The examination of abrogation issue revealed that it not only lacks justification but also faces
various Quranic and hadith obstacles. Therefore, the most appropriate course of action is non-
adherence to this view. This helps to keep verse 52 of Chapter Al-Ahzab from being
misinterpreted. The Quran gradually limited the number of wives a man can have, suggesting
the cultural transformations of the early Islam. Before the revelation of the Quran, men had the
right to marry an unlimited number of wives in permanent marriage contracts, while having no
obligation to establish justice among them. Examining the verses of the Quran in the order of
revelation shows that, from Chapter Al-Alaq until before Chapter Al-Ahzab, God did not
mention the number of wives a man could have, which is because, in that environment, women
had no social status. Accordingly, God criticized the negative values related to the personality
of women on the one hand and presented positive values such as the high potential of women
for spiritual perfection on the other hand. Also, during that period, the prophet (pbuh) married
several women. One of the important functions of these marriages may have been to legitimize
and sanctify the principle of marriage in the Islamic society in practice. Thus, during the
revelation of the first 89 Chapters of the Quran, from Chapter Al-Alaq to the end of Chapter
Al-e Imran, firstly, the human and social personality of women in the contemporary society of
revelation was largely revived and established. Secondly, the sanctity and legitimacy of
marriage was practically clarified for everyone by the prophet (pbuh). In the next stage, in the
ninetieth Chapter in the order of revelation (Chapter Al-Ahzab), the marriages of the prophet
(pbuh) were limited in such a way that, even if one of the wives divorced or died, he would not
be allowed to choose another wife in her place. This prohibition of marriage prepared the
people’s mind to accept the limitation of the number of their wives more easily. Accordingly,
in the fourth verse of the ninety-second Chapter in the order of revelation (Chapter Al-Nisa),
the number of wives a man could have was limited to a maximum of four, provided that justice
was observed; if not, only one woman was permitted.
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