A

——n

2 Journal of Ketab-e Qayyem

ISSN: 2251 - 6026
Homepage: KQ.meybod.ac.ir

A Critical Examination of the Meaning of 'Idribuhunna’ in Verse 34 of Surah Al-Nisa

Soheila Pirouzfar !

| Sayyede Fereshte Mozaffari 2>

1. Associate professor, Department of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Iran. E-mail: spirouzfar@um.ac.ir

2. Corresponding author, PhD student, Department of Quranic Sciences and Hadith, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies,
Razavi University, Mashhad, Iran. E-mail: fsmozaffari@chmail.ir

Article info.

Abstract

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:

Received 14 March, 2025
Received in revised form 28
April, 2025

Accepted 3 May, 2025
Published online 21 March,
2026

Keywords:

Ihtibak, Wadribthunna,
Nushiiz, Physical punishment
of women, Verse 34 of Surah
An-Nisa.

The present research seeks to offer a novel and comprehensive interpretation of the term
"idribuhunna" (;,»,,>!) that resolves the existing ambiguities surrounding it. Employing
a descriptive-analytical approach, this article examines and evaluates various
interpretations of the term "idribuhunna" in verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa. Six theories were
assessed, including public reprimand, physical striking in cases of nushuz (disobedience),
the gradual abrogation of pre-Islamic rulings, and the treatment of masochism. It was
determined that these theories are subject to significant criticisms. Furthermore,
prominent narrations related to this topic, including those concerning the context of
revelation (asbab al-nuzul), were analyzed. The authors suggest that the omission of
certain words in the verse is due to linguistic context (qarina lafziyya) and brevity (ijaz),
which they consider a more accurate explanation.

The verse employs the rhetorical device of ihtibak (concealment), where the phrase "fi
al-madaji'™ (in the beds) is not repeated in the clause "wa-idribuhunna" (and strike them)
because it was mentioned in the preceding clause. The implied meaning of the verse is
"wa-ahjuruhunna fi al-madaji' wa-idribuhunna fi al-madaji"" (avoid them in the beds and
move away from them in the beds). The use of the preposition "fi" (in) with the verb
"daraba" (to strike) shifts its meaning to "moving away from" or "leaving the bed". Thus,
the verse does not advocate physical harm but rather emphasizes emotional and physical

distancing as a disciplinary measure.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

By presenting progressive and sublime insights, orientations, and practices, Islamic teachings have
brought about profound transformations in various spheres of human life, including the matters related
to women and family. Certain Qur'anic verses address issues pertaining to women, some of which have
been subject to diverse interpretations. One notable verse in the Qur'an is 4:34, which has been popularly
termed the "verse of disciplining women" in certain readings. Classical exegetes have put forward
various perspectives on this verse. However, with the rise of women's rights movements, some
contemporary scholars have sought to reinterpret it in a manner consistent with the dignity and status of
women. They do not rule out the possibility of inaccuracies or strategic errors in uncovering the intended
meaning of Qur'anic verses, making a re-examination of certain interpretations necessary. This study re-
examines the interpretation of *darb* (striking/hitting) in Verse 34 of *Sirat al-Nisa* concerning the
treatment of *nashiz* women (those deemed recalcitrant). The paper critically analyzes various
interpretive approaches, including a) "Public confrontation and disciplinary measures", b) "Physical
striking upon confirmed *nushtiz* (rebellion/disobedience)", c) "Abrogation (*naskh*) of the verse",
and d) "Masochistic readings". These perspectives are scrutinized and found methodologically or
ethically problematic in multiple respects. While the "restriction of financial maintenance (*nafaqa*)"
viewpoint has some textual support, the authors argue that employing literary-rhetorical devices

—C=C

(*sanaT adabiyya*) in Qur’anic exegesis can yield an alternative, more coherent interpretation of the

Verse.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach to examine the diverse interpretations of the
verse. Through a comprehensive review of both classical and contemporary sources, the research
systematically collects various exegetical viewpoints. Each argument is subsequently subjected to
critical analysis and methodological evaluation.

Findings

The term "nushiiz" in the Qur’an is used in its denotative sense, distinct from its later jurisprudential
(fight) connotation. This is because the juristic definition of "nushiiz" emerged subsequently, with jurists
considering the broad range of its applications and distinguishing between "general nushiiz" (absolute
disobedience toward the husband) and "specific nushtiz" (refusal of marital submission). While verse
34 of "Surat al-Nisa" addresses "nushtiz" on the part of the wife, verse 128 of the same chapter introduces
the concept of "nushiiz" on the part of the husband. Thus, from the Qur’anic perspective, "nushiiz" refers
broadly to any neglect of marital obligations by either spouse toward the other.

In the mentioned verse, an omission has occurred due to verbal context ("hadhf bi-qarinah
lafziyyah"). Specifically, the phrase "fi al-madaji‘" (in the beds), which was mentioned in relation to
"hejr" (abandonment), has been omitted in the subsequent conjunctive clause. The implied
reconstruction of the sentence is as follows: "Wa-hjurtihunna fi al-madaji‘ wa-dribihunna fi al-madaji"
(And abandon them in the beds, and strike them in the beds). Due to the prior mention of the adverbial
phrase "fi al-madaji‘" and the conjunction of "wa-dribahunna" (and strike them) with the conjunctive
"wa'", the adverbial phrase is omitted for the sake of conciseness (7jaz), as its repetition would be an
instance of prolixity (itnab), contrary to the principles of eloquence (fasahah) and rhetorical excellence
(balaghah). In other words, based on "ihtibak" (a rhetorical device where part of one clause is omitted
because it is implied by another), a portion of the second clause has been omitted, which was already
referenced in the first clause. Upon examining the etymological roots of the word "darb" (strike) and its
usage in 58 instances throughout the Qur’an, it appears that, in the verse under discussion, the use of

"darb" with the preposition "fi" (in) is likely due to "ihtibak". Therefore, "fa-dribtihunna" should be
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understood in the sense of ‘movement and departure from a specific spatial or temporal context’. This
interpretation aligns with lexical analyses and exegetical principles, and it avoids the criticisms leveled
against other competing theories.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the traditional interpretation of the phrase "wa-dribtihunna" as ‘physical
punishment’ is subject to reconsideration in the light of lexical, Qur’anic, and Prophetic evidence, as
well as documented critical analyses. Given the diversity of the existing theories and approaches, this
article seeks to propose a novel methodology by employing the literary device of "badi" (rhetorical
embellishment), while emphasizing the importance of positive interaction, mutual respect in familial
relations, and the preservation of women’s rights. To justify a particular interpretation of the phrase "wa-
dribohunna", contextual (qarda’in lafziyyah) and situational (qara’in maqamiyyah) evidence must be
substantiated. The preferred interpretation, which accounts for the rhetorical device of "ihtibak"
(elliptical omission), appears to be the most coherent, as it preserves the apparent meaning ("Zuhtir") of
the verse without resorting to forced or contrived reconstructions (takalluf i al-taqdir). The phrase "fi
al-madaji" (in the beds) is omitted in the subsequent clause due to its prior mention in "wa-hjurhunna"
(and abandon them). Thus, "hejr f al-madaji" probably signifies emotional distancing (turning away in
bed), while "darb fi al-madaji" denotes physically leaving the shared bed. The restriction of addressing
a wife’s nushtiz (marital discord) to private domestic measures, unlike the case of a husband’s nushiiz,
where external mediation (hakam) is prescribed, highlights the emphasis on preserving familial dignity

(‘iffah) and resolving conflicts within the framework of the household.
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