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The afterlife (Ma'ad) is one of the fundamental tenets of Islam, and belief in it is essential
for every Muslim. This concept has been addressed in numerous Meccan and Medinan
verses. The Quranic approach to the afterlife in Meccan chapters follows a sequential,
multi-stage development, beginning with simple expressions and gradually progressing
to more complex formulations.This descriptive-analytical study examines the evolving
discussion of the afterlife issues in Meccan chapters. The findings reveal three distinct
developmental phases as follows: Initial phase: Emphasis on the signs of the Day of
Judgment, its inevitability, descriptions of Hell, and warnings thereof. Intermediate phase:
Direct engagement with afterlife deniers through more elaborate arguments, introducing
Paradise concepts, and contrasting the fates of believers and the wicked- Advanced phase.
Introduction of sophisticated concepts like Barzakh (intermediary realm), eschatological
events (e.g., trumpet blast, Hell gates), and profound theological arguments including

divine justice and wisdom as proofs for resurrection.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

While establishing the foundation of monotheism, the Holy Quran, does not merely present
the concept of the afterlife as an abstract principle. Rather, through divine guidance and
invitation to understand resurrection, it systematically cultivates both cognitive awareness and
genuine faith in the afterlife. Given the theological centrality of ma'ad, Quranic emphasis on
developing sound eschatological beliefs appears from the very first chapter revealed to the
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). Recognizing that ideological and cultural transformation requires
gradual progression, the Quran adopts a three-stage method to discuss resurrection; it is a
strategic pedagogical method designed to transform deniers into believers, which this paper
examines in detail.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method to investigate the progressive revelation
of afterlife-related concepts in Meccan chapters. The authors analyze the developmental stages
of eschatological discourse through a) problem formulation (initial presentation of
resurrection), b) negation of denial (counterarguments against disbelievers), and c¢) dimensional
elaboration (comprehensive explanation of afterlife aspects).

The chronology of revelation follows the timeline established by prominent Quranic scholars
like Muhammad Hadi Ma'refat, whose research combines textual analysis with authentic
narrations about the order of revelation.

Findings

Following an analysis of the chronological revelation of the verses concerning the afterlifein
the Meccan chapters, it becomes evident that the Quran’s exposition of eschatological concepts
unfold in three distinct phases as explained below.

1 .Establishing the afterlife with an emphasis on divine punishment from chapters Al-
'Alaq (96) to Al-Qamar (54)

At the stage of the revelation of the Noble Qur’an (as the revelation of a chapter, i.e., ‘Alaq,
this is the descent of the moon), it comes to the point of return, with a statement of torment, that
is hell, and the whole knowledge of Hellish person is based on inference. This is plain and
simple. It is easy to understand that you are addressing the person who is addressing the Holy
Qur’an. Where he based his reasoning, it is clear in time and place, like the verses of a Meccan
chapter that were revealed.

The status of the Prophet (pbuh) was revealed with signs and reasoning. This is a simple
stage. The chapters coming down at this stage were Alaq, Muzammil, Muddathir, Hamd,
Takwir, Aala, Fajr, Dhuha, Inshirah, Asr, Adiyat, Kawthar, Takathur, Ma’un, Kafirun, Fil,
Falaq, Nas, Ikhlas, Najm, Abas, Ghadr, Shams, Boroj, Tin, Quraysh, Qari’ah, Qiyamah,
Homaza, Mursalat, Tariq, Balad and Qamar.

At this stage, there are verses of warning and guidance by means of return, and there is a
hardship with verses of good tidings and suspense that are not addressed to us by means of
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guidance. At this stage, there is no need to go to the point where your mind is light, but this is
your guidance. At this stage, there is a Meccan chapter with the threat of Hell.

At this stage of the Meccan chapters, the Quran, in addition to threatening with the hell,
introduces behaviors or traits that will lead to hellfire. To lay the groundwork for belief in
resurrection, the terrifying news of death and the hardships of the Day of Judgment is presented,
and there is not much evidence for resurrection although it sometimes refers to brief issues.
Therefore, at this stage, the Quran focuses more on warnings and warnings accompanied by
punishment, so that perhaps people will find the path of guidance.

2 .The Doom stage: Warning the deniers and giving good news to heaven dwellers (from
chapter Saad to chapter Yousuf)

At this stage of denial again, the rebuke of his growth and the addition of righteousness as a
shield against the torment of the hereafter, we believe in him to achieve a new thrill. It is the
day of dooms; with it you meet the people of the Hell and the people of the heaven. Pains are
for the purpose of confirming and strengthening the power Afterlife.

This is a stage in which the chapters are arranged in order: Sad, A'raf, Jinn, Yasin, Furqan,
Fatir, Maryam, Taha, Waqeah, Shoara, Naml, Ghasas, Isra', Yunus, Hud and Yusuf.

At this stage, he rebukes and argues with those who deny the resurrection, and just as he
warns against hell, he also extensively mentions heaven and the qualities of the people of
heaven. Sometimes the contrast between the two is shown so that the audience may compare
the two and tend towards the heaven and distance themselves from the hell. It also refers to the
contrast between the fate of the righteous and the wicked on the Day of Judgment, in such a
way that this contrast encourages the righteous to do good deeds in order to enter the Paradise.
It also threatens the wicked with the Hell in order to abandon wrongdoing.

At this stage of the verses of the Meccan chapters, the Quran, in addition to mentioning
phenomena similar to the Resurrection, raises and answers some doubts of those who deny the
Resurrection. As it points out, the denial of the opponents of the Resurrection is not based on
knowledge and certainty, but rather without reason.

3 .Clarifying the dimensions of the Afterlife (as in chapters Hijr and Mutaffefin)

In the third stage of the revelation of the Meccan chapter, more detailed and new aspects of
the resurrection are discussed, such as the topic of Barzakh, the seven gates of the Hell, and the
two blowing of the trumpets on the eve of the Day of Judgment. In addition to the previous
topics, rational arguments (proofs of divine justice and wisdom) are presented to prove the
resurrection. The surahs of this stage, in order, are Al-Hijr, Al-An'am, Al-Sa'fat, Lugman, Saba',
Zumar, Ghafir, Fussilat, Shura, Zukhruf, Dukhan, Jathiyyah, Ahqaf, Dhariyat, Ghashiyah, Al-
Kahf, Nahl, Noah, Ibrahim, Al-Anbiya, AlI-Mu'minun, Sajdah, Tur, Mulk, Al-Haqa, Al-Ma'arij,
Naba', Al-Infatar, Al-Inshqgaq, Noor, Ankabut and Mutaffefin.

At this stage, referring to the description of God as wise, he points out that one of the reasons
for the existence of the hereafter is God's being wise, and God's wisdom necessitates the
existence of the resurrection and the hereafter. If only the life of this world existed and we did
not consider another world, human life in this world would be empty and meaningless. The
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creation of the vast heavens and earth, and other divine blessings and the minute details about
the creation of man and other creatures, is not simply for food, clothing, and material life;
otherwise, this creation would have been in vain.

Also, at this stage, God's justice is considered another proof of the resurrection. Although
some of the oppressors and evildoers will be punished for their deeds in this world, certainly
not all criminals will see their full punishment, and not all the pure and righteous will be
rewarded for their deeds in this world. Therefore, it is not possible for these two groups to be
equal in the sight of God's justice. The punishments of this world, the court of conscience, and
the reactions of sins are not enough to establish justice. In order to implement divine justice, it
is necessary for there to be a universal court of justice where all good and bad deeds are taken
into account. Otherwise, the principle of justice will not be ensured. Therefore, it must be
understood that accepting God's justice is equivalent to accepting the existence of resurrection.

Conclusion

The faith and the culture of the general public is gradually changing, as a program that has
been instituted for a long time. The Holy Qur’an, in the first place, creates a belief in the
Resurrection at the first stage of the revelation, with news of a this day and a threat of the
torment in the Hell. This is an effort to establish belief at the beginning of the revelation. In the
stage of Doom, the paradise is advertised and the evidence and doubts provided by deniers of
Resurrection isrefuted. In the third stage, the righteousness of the Afterlife is proved with
rational reasoning (principle of justice and the wisdom of God).
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