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One of the most important actions of imams, along with the explanation of prophetic
hadiths and religious rules and teachings, was to deal with intellectual deviations and fake
hadiths. The fake hadiths that were forged by perverted forgers harmed the religious
truths. Accordingly, each imam in his era faced this issue. Imam Javad also criticized and
refuted fake hadiths by relying on solid religious and intellectual principles. He criticized
the hadiths cited by Yahya Ibn Aktham about the virtues of the caliphs in the presence of
Ma’moun in five axes. In the first axis, the Imam cited the verses of the Qur'an and
showed the conflict of some of the traditions with the Qur'an. In the second axis, the imam
criticized the hadiths against this standard by referring to the correct prophetic tradition.
In the third axis, he criticized and refuted fake hadiths in this regard by referring to the
certain requirements of the religion. In the fourth axis, Imam cited authentic historical
reports to criticize the hadiths that are against this criterion. Finally, in the fifth axis, in
some cases, citing certainties and logical axioms that are accepted by everyone, he
criticized and rejected some of these hadiths. With a descriptive-analytical method and
on the basis of the Imam's words in the debate with Yahya Ibn Aktham, the present study
has extracted the criteria for criticizing fake hadiths from this conversation and then

analyzed these criteria.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The narrations of the Holy Prophet (pbuh) are one of the main sources of religion that both Islamic
sects refer to in various religious discussions. Due to the importance of this issue, the criticism and
understanding of the prophetic narrations have been the focus of Muslim scholars of hadith. Criticism
means identifying the authenticity of the attributions and the references cited for a hadith, but
understanding means identifying the main meaning of the hadith. The approach to hadith criticism dates
back to the time of the Prophet (pbuh), when he presented the Quran to Muslims in order to gain
confidence in his words (Kulaini, 2009, Vol. 1, p. 69). Hadith scholars in both sects have followed this
principle and examined forged hadiths. From the very beginning, citing evidence from the Quran and
Sunnah, they have emphasized the identification of forged narratives and purification of Islamic sources
from them (see: Tabataba'i, 1997, vol. 1, p. 240; Idlabi, 1983, pp. 271-20).

Methodology

Considering hadiths as a source of religion, it is necessary to examine their documentary and textual
contents. Also, to identify fake hadiths, it is necessary to use the criteria and standards that the Infallibles
(pbut) intended. These criteria must be certain and definitive, which is why it is necessary to refer to the
biography of the Infallibles in this regard. The main question of the present study is ‘what criteria and
standards used by Imam Jawad (pbuh) to criticize fake hadiths were also accepted by the other side?’
With a focus on the debate between Imam Jawad (pbuh) and Yahya ibn Aktham, this study extracts the
criteria for criticizing fake narratives in this debate and then examines their veracity.

Findings

The debate between Imam Jawad (pbuh) and Yahya ibn Aktham was held in the court of Ma’moun.
In order to tarnish the reputation of the Imam, the Abbasids went to Yahya ibn Aktham, the chief judge
of Baghdad, and promised him a lot of money if he asked the Imam questions that he could not answer.
Yahya returned home and began to search in jurisprudential and hadith books to extract the most
complex and important issue to test the Imam (Mofid, 1993, p. 361; Mas’oudi, 1983, p. 419; Tabarsi,
n.d., vol. 4, p. 201). According to Tabarsi’s report in Al-Ihtejaj, this debate took place in the court of
Ma’moun after Imam Jawad married his daughter, Umm Fadl. Elders and scholars were also present in
this debate (Tabarsi, 1963, vol. 2, p. 447). Debates had been held since the time of Imam Reza (pbuh),
when Ma’moun, with his specific goals, tried to invite great religious scholars to debate with the Imam
and defeat him in order to lower his status among the people. Of course, he did not succeed. During the
time of Imam Jawad (pbuh), the same approach continued. Considering the Imam’s knowledge, the
goals of Ma’moun and his companions were not achieved in any of the debates.

Conclusion

In his debate with Yahya ibn Aktham, Imam Jawad (pbuh) presented the criteria for criticizing and
rejecting fake hadiths by using precise and acceptable narrative and rational principles. The important
point in this debate is that the Imam (pbuh) used criteria that are completely acceptable to the opponent
and do not leave room for debate, controversy, or doubt on the arguments. An examination of the debate
shows that, from the Imam's perspective, testing the authenticity of the opponent's words should not be
based on a single criterion; rather various criteria should be considered. In this debate, he weighed the
opponent's words against the Quran and, at a general and detailed level, revealed the conflict of those
words with the divine verses. By citing the definitive tradition of the Prophet (pbuh), he revealed the
weaknesses of the words too. Moreover, he criticized the hadiths based on religious certainties and
principles, such as the sanctification of prophets and angels. The rational criterion was also one of his
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tools; with the help of obvious facts and valid arguments, he refuted false hadiths. Finally, the Imam
criticized incorrect beliefs by analyzing the accepted historical reports.
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