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One of the effective ways of gaining an accurate understanding of the teachings of the
Holy Qur’an is to examine its vocabulary and elucidate its semantic nuances and
distinctions within the context of the verses. Using a descriptive-analytical method and a
library-based method of data collection, the present study examines the semantic
distinctions among the words associated with the concept of sur‘at in the Holy Qur’an. In
this study, sur‘at is examined as the focal point of the semantic field, together with some
words, including sabagq, ihra‘, ifadah, 1fad, bidar, zaff, ‘ajalah, nasl, ihta‘, and fawr, which
have the greatest degree of conceptual overlap with it in the Holy Qur’an, and their
semantic components are compared with one another. The findings demonstrate that
sabaq is a type of sur‘at accompanied by getting ahead of others and the existence of a
competitive situation, whereas ihra® denotes surat accompanied by anxiety and
psychological pressure. Ifadah is movement and directing or propelling something along
with sur‘at and flow, without necessarily implying anxiety. Also, 1fad denotes rapid
movement and carrying out an action with haste and sur‘at. Bidar means taking the
initiative and acting at the earliest possible time, whereas zaff primarily refers to sur‘at in
walking and movement accompanied by precision and reflection. ‘Ajalah suggests
performing an action before the appropriate time or appointed moment, whereas nasl
points to the notion of rapid departure. Thta‘ is an accelerating movement accompanied
by fear and apprehension, and fawr denotes performing an action immediately, naturally,

and without interruption.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

One of the effective ways of gaining an accurate understanding of the teachings of the Holy Qur’an
is to examine its vocabulary and elucidate its semantic nuances and distinctions within the context of
the verses. The concept of sur at is among the issues that emerge in the Holy Qur’an with various
applications and, at times, with different semantic and evaluative connotations. Thus, in some instances,
sur at in performing good deeds and attaining divine forgiveness is praised, whereas, in others, haste
and premature action are censured. This diversity of usage indicates that the words associated with sur
at are not complete synonyms and that each possesses specific semantic features. The present study aims
to analyze the semantic components of the vocabulary associated with sur at in the Holy Qur’an and
elucidate their commonalities and distinctions. To this end, the word sur at is examined as the focal
point of the semantic field, together with the words related to it. This is done in order to clarify more
precisely their semantic boundaries and conceptual relationships.

Methodology

In terms of objective, this study is fundamental in nature. In terms of method, it is descriptive-
analytical. The data were collected through a library-based method. First, the concept of sur at was
examined from both lexical and Qur’anic perspectives. Subsequently, the words with the greatest degree
of conceptual overlap with it, including sabagq, ihra; ifadah, ifad, bidar, zaff, ajalah, nasl, ihta ; and
fawr, were identified. To clarify the precise meanings of these words, their occurrences in the verses of
the Holy Qur’an and the views of lexicographers and exegetes were examined, after which their semantic
components were compared with one another. In this analysis, in addition to the common component of
“haste”, such indicators as competition, anxiety, psychological pressure, premature action, departure,
fear, precision and reflection, and immediacy were taken into consideration. Finally, through an analysis
of the conceptual relationships among these words, the distinguishing features of each and their semantic

boundaries within the domain of sur at were elucidated.

Findings

The study demonstrates that, although the words examined within the semantic field of sur at share
the components of haste and rapid movement, each possesses distinct semantic components. Sur at is a
general concept denoting the performance of an action or movement within a short period of time,
whereas the other words acquire more specific meanings through the addition of particular components.
Sabag, in addition to sur at, denotes getting ahead of another and the existence of a competitive situation;
therefore, the elements of competition and striving for superiority distinguish it from sur at. Thra°
denotes sur at accompanied by anxiety, psychological pressure, and being driven or urged onward.
Regarding ifadah, in addition to movement and sur at, it denotes flowing, pouring forth, and, in some
instances, directing or propelling something along with ease. It does not necessarily imply anxiety. Ifad
likewise emphasizes rapid movement and carrying out an action with haste and surat, with the
component of intense haste being more prominent in it than in sur at.

In addition to sur at, bidar denotes taking the initiative and acting at the earliest possible time and is
therefore more specific than surat. Zaff primarily refers to sur at in walking and movement and,

according to some exegetical explanations, may also contain the component of precision and reflection.
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Ajalah is one of the most important words distinguished from sur at and denotes performing an action
before the appropriate time or appointed moment; consequently, in many Qur’anic usages, particularly
in material matters, it carries a negative evaluative connotation. Nasl, in some usages, in addition to sur
at, encompasses the notion of rapid departure. /A {a “denotes turning toward something or accelerating
movement accompanied by fear and apprehension and thus shares the component of surat while
differing from it in terms of the psychological state involved. Finally, fawr denotes performing an action
immediately, naturally, and without interruption and is semantically associated with the notions of
boiling and surging. Accordingly, the differences among these words should be sought in additional
components such as competition, anxiety, ease, initiative, precision, premature action, departure, fear,

and immediacy.

Conclusion

The results of the study demonstrate that the concept of sur at in the Holy Qur’an is a general concept
encompassing a network of related words. The sharing of these words in the component of “haste” does
not mean that they are synonymous; rather, each covers a particular aspect of this semantic field by
virtue of possessing additional semantic components and is employed in accordance with the context of
the verses. Accordingly, sur at denotes the rapid performance of an action or movement, whereas sabag
expresses sur at accompanied by getting ahead and competition, ikra ‘is sur at accompanied by anxiety
and psychological pressure, ifadah is movement and directing or propelling something along with sur
at and flow, ifad is rapid movement accompanied by haste, bidar is sur at accompanied by initiative,
zaffis haste in walking accompanied by precision and reflection, @jalah is performing an action before
its appointed time, nas! is sur at accompanied by departure, ihfa “is sur at accompanied by fear and
apprehension, and fawr is natural and immediate sur at.

The overall findings indicate that the analysis of semantic components and conceptual relationships
is an appropriate tool for distinguishing between closely related words and preventing them from being
regarded as complete synonyms. From this perspective, simultaneous attention to the semantic
components of words and the context of the verses plays a fundamental role in attaining their precise
meanings. The findings also demonstrate that the concept of sur at in the Holy Qur’an, depending on
the word employed, may be accompanied by components such as competition, anxiety, initiative,
precision, reflection, departure, fear, and immediacy. Recognizing these distinctions can contribute to a
more precise understanding of the linguistic and semantic nuances of the verses and to the elucidation

of the relationships among related words.
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