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Image schemas are one of the topics in cognitive linguistics. The analysis of religious and
literary texts based on image schemas can play an effective role in understanding the texts.
In other words, image schemas are a type of conceptual construction with a significant
impact on cognitive semantics. One of the most important approaches in this field is the
theory of image schemas developed by Lakoff and Johnson, which is based on movement,
power and volume schemas. The current research is an analytical-descriptive study that
investigates image schemas and tries to explain the abstract and mental concepts in Surah
Saba based on the theory of image schemas. From the findings of the research, it is
inferred that image schemas with a frequency of 61 cases at volume, movement and power
levels are found in Surah Saba. Power the movement schemes point to goals and are more
compatible with the nature of the surah; they are assigned the second rank. Power schemas
have the lowest frequency and reflect abstract concepts in the form of barriers. The
presence of visual schemas in Surah Saba has caused abstract concepts to be concretely

and widely understood in the mind of the audience.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In semantic research, visual schemas are of great importance. With the help of these schemas, which
are abstract structures, it is possible to establish a connection between physical experiences and
cognitive domains. It is also possible to use its cognitive aspects and conceptual structures to explain
human linguistic knowledge. Metaphors and schemas are considered to be the main concepts in
cognitive semantics. In the meantime, visual schemas are abstract patterns with irreducible structures
that are created in the human mind during the experience of the surrounding world through the five
senses. Therefore, visual schemas are conceptual structures that are formed based on the physical
experiences, cultural background, and worldview of a nation. Humans all have access to a universal set
of schemas based on their unique individual characteristics. Just as different ethnic groups are physically
and visually different, humans also give more importance to some schemas in terms of their cognitive
knowledge, culture and worldview. This is of great importance in the formation of conceptual metaphors
and cultural differences. Cognitive linguistics shows that the meaning in a language is nothing but the
conceptualization of the mind; that is, the mind creates meaning by conceptualizing through specific
processing of external situations (Qaemi-Niya, 1400). In other words, human experiences from the
outside world create structures in his mind that the individual transfers to his language. These conceptual
structures are the same as image schemas, given that an image schema is a type of conceptual structure
that is reflected in a person’s language according to his or her experience of the outside world. As Safavi
(2018) states, image schemata are derived from human sensory experiences and are related to these
experiences. In fact, these schemata are among the first concepts that appear in the human mind.
Therefore, they can be considered the foundations of the conceptual system.

Since image schemata are the result of human interactions with the surrounding world, they
inherently have meaning in the sense that the structure of these patterns in the conceptual system of the
mind reflects human sensory experiences of the surrounding world. However, this representation is not
a clear and distinct image of the experiences; the schematic concepts in the mind provide the outline of
a physical experience. Some of these image schemata have a complex internal structure. According to
Lakoff and Johnson, 2018), all complex image schemata have an experiential gestalt; that is, they have
an internal structure but appear as a related and coherent whole. Since these schemas originate from
embodied experience and these experiences themselves have a dynamic and changing nature, they are
subject to transformation into other schemas. The most important image schemas that Lakoff and
Johnson propose are the movement, power, and volume schemas that constitute the basic level schemas.

Methodology

The present study seeks to examine the image schemas of Surah Saba based on Lakoff and Johnson’s
theory in movement, power, and volume types of cognitive schemas.

Findings

In the first part of the study, by examining the volume schemas of Surah Saba, experiences such as
seeing, learning, locating and pointing to the capacity of the heavens and the earth, slandering, lying,
being misled, being thrown, and being afraid attract more attention. This is because these concepts have
become more frequent or more tangible. The application of these experiences is in line with the sensory-
oriented mind of man. In the second part of the study, by examining the movement schemas of Surah
Saba, they are presented only with the experience of reaching, which places the human mind in the space
of movement and destination indicated by these schemas. In the third part of the study, by examining
the power schemas of Surah Saba, experiences such as the futile efforts of disbelievers many times to
frustrate God, the inexhaustible power of God against deniers, the obstacles made by opponents to the
guiding mission of the messengers, and the surrender of disbelievers to the trap of satanic temptations
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that lead to the denial of the resurrection are presented explicitly or implicitly as barriers. These abstract
concepts require a special attention to the meaning in this Surah, considering its schematic function.
Schemas are sensory concepts, but, as a result of becoming tangible, they make the understanding of
existing meanings tangible for humans.

Conclusion

Through the examination of the visual schemas of Surah Saba, the following results were obtained:

- Most volumetric schemas have been used to show the intensity and multiplicity of concepts, the
capacity of concepts at the level of human understanding, and make the concepts perceived through
senses. Power schemas have also appeared in order to prevent the manifestation of concepts or to show
the greatness of a concept, whether positively or negatively. Movement schemas also show the
destination or goal of humans so that they can have a better understanding and recognition of the path
of their movement.

- It seems that the concepts coming in the form of schemas have a large share of the process of
understanding the meanings; that is, they are one of the basic axes of interpretations for conveying
meanings, so they are either the focus of interpretation or one of its poles. Therefore, there is a high
degree of correspondence between the abstract concepts presented and the experience under which they
are expressed. This correspondence creates a special meaning for that concept.
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