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Although numerous studies have been conducted so far on the actions and views of Imam
Ali (pbuh) in confronting the Khawarij, analyzing his theological themes with the aim of
“preventing the emergence of this sect” is still a research necessity. The main issue of the
present article is to achieve the “speech pattern” of Imam Ali in the period before this
movement was identified as “Kharijites”. This article, using the interdisciplinary method
of “thematic content analysis”, seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of this
speech pattern by extracting and logically organizing his sayings. Accordingly, first, by
citing Nahj al-Balagha and reliable historical sources, all of the Imam’s statements
addressed to this movement were collected, from the first sparks of rebellion to accept
arbitration until their initial repentance. In the next step, using the thematic content
analysis method, the main and secondary themes of these sayings were extracted.

The research findings, which are the result of examining eight sermons and conversations,
were categorized into five general themes. Data analysis shows that 52% of the content
of these themes focuses on informing the Khawarij about their strengths and weaknesses
and explaining the alignment of true friends and enemies. The remaining %48 focuses on
strengthening their combative insight, learning lessons to prevent repeated breaches of
the treaty, and conditional agreement with some demands, with the aim of maximum
absorption and reducing the consequences of their rebellion. The final five categories
extracted from the qualitative tables actually outline the pattern of Imam Ali's guiding

speech to prevent the formation of the Khawarij sect.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The statements of the infallible Imams are a poetic system full of sublime teachings, and familiarity
with them explains the path of guidance in various areas of life. In the meantime, the theological conduct
of Imam Ali (pbuh) is of strategic importance in confronting a movement called the "Kharijites"; a
movement that emerged as a Takfiri sect at the end of the "Battle of Siffin". At the end of this battle,
Muawiyah's raising of the issue of arbitration presented the unity of the Imam's army with a serious
challenge, and the rift between those in favor of and those opposed to arbitration paved the way for the
birth of this sect. The totality of Imam Ali's statements in confronting the Khawarij - whether directly
addressed to them or statements made about them to others - are categorized into four time stages:

The first stage: from the beginning of the Khawarij rebellion to accept arbitration until before the
Khawarij repented of the aforementioned rebellion;

The second stage: from the Khawarij's repentance regarding the initial rebellion until before the
renewed rebellion in Nahrawan,;

The third stage: from the first "takfiri murder" of the Khawarij until the end of the Battle of
Nahrawan;

The fourth stage: from the end of the Battle of Nahrawan until the martyrdom of Imam Ali.

The present article aims to classify the contents of the Imam's statements in the first stage, namely
"the period before the official emergence of the Khawarij." The ultimate goal of this research is to
explain the communication network of these themes and to outline the Imam's speech pattern to prevent
the development and identification of the Khawarij sect.

Methodology

The present study is organized with the help of the interdisciplinary method of "content analysis". In
this method, by carefully analyzing linguistic messages, it is possible to discover the meanings,
priorities, and perspectives of the speaker. Content analysis, which is located between the two poles of
objective and subjective interpretation, guides the researcher to the hidden layers of the text. This
method is based on two areas: "quantitative" and "qualitative"; quantitative analysis presents statistics
and figures obtained from statistical processes, and qualitative analysis is responsible for the descriptive
and interpretative explanation of the data. Since qualitative analysis does not follow a specific format,
it has a higher level of flexibility and innovation compared to other research designs. In its
implementation stages, the present article has followed the theoretical framework and operational steps
presented in the book "Introduction to the Method of Content Analysis of Religious Texts", which
explains in detail how to apply this method in religious texts.

Findings

Based on the findings from the quantitative analysis tables, the totality of the central themes in Imam
Ali's (pbuh) statements can be classified into five categories: "Characteristics of the prominent figures
of the Battle of Siffin", "Reasons for the Imam's consent to the truce of the Battle of Siffin",
"Consequences of the Khawarij's combat stability and instability", "Introduction of worthy jihadi
models" and "Emphasis on adherence to the peace treaty”. As can be seen from the statistical data, the
frequency of the main theme of "Characteristics of the Khawarij" has a significant and striking difference
from other themes. This statistical data indicates Imam Ali's (pbuh) special concern for reforming this
trend by representing their behavioral and intellectual characteristics; a process that can be referred to
as "critical self-knowledge".
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Conclusion

The present study, by applying the thematic content analysis method to the statements of Imam Ali
(pbuh) during the period of “the beginning of the Khawarij’s insistence on arbitration until before their
initial repentance”, resulted in the extraction of 14 central themes with a total of 61 codes. These themes
were categorized into 5 major categories, which in fact outline the system of “the Imam’s guiding
methods” to prevent the formation of the Khawarij sect:

The first category (52% share | 32 code frequency): Explaining the “characteristics of the
prominent figures of the Battle of Siffin”; This category was developed with the aim of
awakening the Khawarij through the three processes of “self-knowledge”, “friendship
knowledge” and “enemy knowledge”.

The second category (28% share | 17 code frequency): Explaining the “reasons for the Imam’s
flexibility against the Khawarij’s rebellion”; This component illustrates the Imam’s strategy to
“maximize absorption and contain the destructive consequences of their rebellion”.

The third category (share 12% | frequency 7 codes): Explanation of the “consequences of
stability and instability in combat”; By mentioning the inherent consequences of stability and
dispersion, the Imam sought to warn the Khawarij about the inevitable outcome of their actions.
The fourth category (share 5% | frequency 3 codes): “Introducing worthy jihadi models”; This
category is manifested in his words with the aim of enhancing the capability and strengthening
the combat insight of the Khawarij.

The fifth category (share 3% | frequency 2 codes): “Emphasis on adherence to the peace treaty”;
This section focuses on preventing possible breaches of the treaty and protecting moral
standards in the post-battle environment.

The pattern derived from these five categories is a reflection of the "Jihad of Explanation" of Amir
al-Mu'minin Ali (pbuh) in his preemptive confrontation with the Khawarij sedition.
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