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This article adopts an analytical and critical approach and utilizes a library research
method to explore the relationship between the story of Prophet Moses and the Righteous
Servant in Surah Al-Kahf with folk tale archetypes as well as Islamic and non-Islamic
interpretive traditions. The article introduces folk tales and critically reviews the opinions
of some scholars, demonstrating that, contrary to their claims, the story of Moses and the
Righteous Servant has a Quranic origin. While the Quranic narrative may share thematic
similarities with some sources, it differs significantly in terms of narrative structure and
expression. The present study highlights that previous researchers have overlooked the
fact that this story, in addition to its unique features, is organically and coherently
connected to the overall context of Surah Al-Kahf, which focuses on themes such as the
afterlife, resurrection, divine reward and punishment, accountability, warning, glad
tidings, and consolation to the Prophet for enduring hardships. Although some themes of
this story may appear in other sources and folk tales, the way the Quran presents it within
the broader context of Surah Al-Kahf is original and distinctive, a feature not found in

other sources.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Alan Dundes, a prominent figure in folklore studies and anthropology, has authored two books on
the folklore of sacred texts: Holy Writ as Oral Lit: The Bible as Folklore (1999) and Fables of the
Ancients? Folklore in the Qur'an (2003). In the latter, Dundes (2017) makes two general claims. First,
he argues that the Quran follows patterns common in oral folklore. Second, he asserts that some Quranic
stories share sources with the folk tales cataloged in the Aarne-Thompson classification system (1961),
suggesting that the motifs and themes of these stories align with global folk tale typologies.

Methodology

This article adopts a qualitative and explanatory approach and utilizes library sources, including
Dundes' works and theoretical foundations of folklore studies, as well as Islamic sources. It demonstrates
that, while the Quran tells stories whose themes and motifs have similarities with global narratives, this
is not improbable, given that the Quran is a guide for humanity. However, the Quran employs these
stories in service of its theological objectives, aligning with the contextual framework of the surahs and
the era of revelation, as well as the life of the Prophet. Thus, if the Quran is viewed as a literary-artistic
work (Mir, 1988; Khalaf-Allah, 1983), the presence of stories as functional constructs plays a crucial
role. Analyzing these stories through the lens of narrative studies is both acceptable and commendable.
In essence, there is no problem to arise if, as Dundes claims, some Quranic stories resemble global folk
tale archetypes.

Findings

After noting the Quran's adherence to oral literature, Dundes highlights the similarity between two
stories in Surah Al-Kahf and the global folk tales mentioned in the Aarne-Thompson classification. He
attempts to trace the motifs of these stories within global folk tales. Since the publication of the Grimm
Brothers' folk tales in 1812, the study of folk tales from various perspectives has been in focal. In the
Aarne-Thompson classification (1961: 262), the names of Prophet Moses and the Righteous Servant
(Khidr) do not appear, but the theme of this story is categorized under Type 759, titled "God's Justice
Realized (The Angel and the Hermit)", which includes three sub-types. Aarne-Thompson provides
examples of these tale types from various cultures and notes their similarities with other tale types, such
as Type 840, "The Punishment of Humans" (p. 282). The story of Prophet Moses and the Righteous
Servant is one of several stories in the Quran related to the character of Prophet Moses. However, some
commentators (citing Sattari, 1997) have argued that the Moses in this story is not the same as Moses,
son of Amram, mentioned in other Quranic surahs as a prophet of God.

Dundes' claim that the story of Prophet Moses and the Righteous Servant in Surah Al-Kahf shares
thematic similarities with some folk tales, which themselves may derive from Jewish sources or even
Islamic interpretive traditions. If this claims is accepted, it can be inferred that this story entered other
Jewish, Christian, and interpretive traditions through the Quran. However, this story is not only unique
and original in terms of its source and origin, but it is also organically connected to the broader context
of Surah Al-Kahf, aligning with the theological objectives and ethical-Islamic teachings of the surah.
These distinctive features of the story are not found in the folk tales listed in the Aarne-Thompson
classification, nor in the Jewish legend, even if ome consider it original and divinely inspired. Further
exploration is needed to examine the literary and artistic brilliance of this story as a literary work.

As this brief overview of the issue suggests, Surah Al-Kahf, as a unified whole, possesses a coherent
structure with inter-verse relationships, making it a self-contained and cohesive literary work.
Additionally, this surah has complementary inter-surah relationships with other surahs, such as Al-Isra,
Maryam, and Taha, as demonstrated by Abd al-Ra'ouf (see Mir, 1986, for a discussion on
complementary relationships among surahs). Moreover, the stories in this surah are organically
connected not only to each other but also to the overall themes of the surah. Most importantly, this surah
and its components, including the mentioned stories, are directly and closely related to the era of
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revelation and the life of the Prophet (PBUH). As Al-Jabri (2014) summarizes: "Like most Quranic
narratives, the story of Al-Kahf concludes by addressing the Prophet to affirm his prophethood,
encourage him to be patient, and declare that the choice of faith or disbelief is left to the people. Thus,

God commands His Messenger to pay attention to the oppressed believers and turn away from the allure
of worldly life" (pp. 507-8).

Conclusion

Dundes claims that the Quran has borrowed some of its stories, including those in Surah Al-Kahf,
from globally prevalent folk tales. Therefore, the Quran's account of these stories has no connection to
Jewish legends. In this research, several reasons were provided to highlight the uniqueness of the
Quranic narrative. First, the Quran does not explicitly name the "Righteous Servant of God"; the name
Khidr is attributed to this figure through interpretations. Second, the Quranic account does not mention
Khidr's esoteric knowledge or state that Moses travels with him to realize his own ignorance. Third, the
Arabic version of the story may have been influenced by interpretive traditions and later entered Quranic
exegesis through Isra'iliyyat (Jewish and Christian traditions). This underscores the importance of
considering the influence of interpretation on Quranic studies, as elements from interpretive traditions
may have entered authentic Quranic research, warranting further discussion and analysis.
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