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Introduction

The interpretation of the Holy Quran is a discipline with a history contemporaneous with the
revelation of the Quran itself. This process employs specific foundations, methods, and tools
that have been utilized by interpreters and Quranic scholars throughout centuries to understand
the Quran. Efforts to achieve the correct meaning and translation of Quranic words constitute
one of the most crucial stages in the proper understanding of the Holy Quran. Studies indicate
that in some instances, shortcomings in translation and interpretation have led to ambiguity and
incorrect understandings of the Quran, causing doubts and unanswered questions among
audiences. Occasionally, this has resulted in skepticism regarding certain divine instructions or
prophetic behaviors. The narration of divine prophets' lives and methods occupies a significant
portion of Quranic narratives. Among these, the story of Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) is
one of the most frequently referenced. The phrase "kill yourselves" in verse 54 of Surah Al-
Bagqarah represents one such case where translation challenges have created ambiguity, raising
questions about how this command was issued to the Israelites after their calf-worship.

Methodology

This study focuses on re-examining the meaning of the command "kill yourselves" in verse
54 of Surah Al-Baqgarah and critically evaluating its translations. Using a descriptive-analytical
approach, it seeks to determine the accurate interpretation and proper translation of this phrase
while clarifying the process of resolving its ambiguities and misconceptions. The research aims
to address doubts regarding the infallibility of prophets and the nature of the divine command
that appears to instruct self-killing. To achieve this, it examines and critiques various
translations and interpretations of the verse, highlighting why some have failed to provide
satisfactory answers to the theological and exegetical challenges it poses. The study begins by
establishing its theoretical framework, analyzing the semantic dimensions of the key term
"killing" and reviewing the perspectives of classical and contemporary commentators and
translators. It also evaluates the reliability of relevant interpretive traditions (Hadith). Finally,
it presents evidence supporting the most plausible meaning and correct translation of the verse.

Findings

The findings of the present study in reviewing research background indicate that translators
and commentators have inadequately attended to the semantic analysis of the terms "qatl"
(killing) and "anfusakum" (yourselves), contenting themselves instead with superficial
meanings based on the Torah text and certain exegetical narrations. However, Quranic usage
and lexical studies suggest alternative meanings for these terms that could facilitate a better
understanding of the verse.Our examination revealed that commentators and translators have
insufficiently considered linguistic functions such as metaphorical, idiomatic, and supplicatory
usages of the relevant terms in their interpretation and translation of this verse. Furthermore,
the related exegetical narrations concerning verse 54 of Surah al-Baqarah not only fail to resolve
the issue, but actually contribute to interpretive ambiguities. It appears that these exegetical
narrations under the verse have played the most significant role in producing incorrect
interpretations and translations.In this context, the Torah's account of this episode provides little
assistance, and it is highly probable that the relevant exegetical narrations in hadith and
commentary sources are of Isra'iliyyat (Judeo-Christian) origin, given their complete
conformity with the Torah narrative.
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Another significant finding prompting deeper reflection on the verse concerns the
fundamental discrepancies among the exegetical narrations under the verse. While these
narrations typically interpret "killing yourselves" as mutual killing among people, no such
narration exists in any primary Shiite sources. Most exegetical narrations under the verse are
reported without chains of transmission, or with interrupted or incomplete chains, often
introduced with the phrase "it has been said".

Additional findings highlight the importance of applying sound principles of Quranic
interpretation and translation, such as upholding the infallibility of prophets and considering
both immediate and broader linguistic contexts - principles that commentators and translators
have failed to utilize in developing accurate understandings and interpretations of the verse.

Conclusion

The results of the research indicate that the perspectives and actions of interpreters and
translators of the Holy Quran in presenting the correct meaning and concept of verse 54 of
Surah Al-Baqarah are subject to examination and critique. The interpretation of suicide or
killing others in the interpretation and translation of the Quranic phrase is not accurate. This is
because the intention of suicide from this phrase is rejected due to its legal prohibition and its
contradiction with the principle of the infallibility of the Prophets. For this reason, the views of
thinkers who have attempted to prove this meaning in their analysis and interpretation of this
verse are not accepted. Similarly, the intention that all believers and polytheists are commanded
to kill each other contradicts God's justice, which does not punish the innocent, and the verbal
evidence does not support this meaning either. Therefore, this interpretation is also rejected,
and the killing of all polytheists by one another or by believers contradicts the concept of divine
forgiveness and is thus dismissed. Based on this, the killing of some polytheists by one another
is weakened by the context and rational evidence. In fact, the Children of Israel did not possess
such faith that they would carry out this action; for both before and after this incident, they
consistently demonstrated weak faith in easier tests and commands and refrained from carrying
them out. Considering the verbal and non-verbal evidence and the context in the two preceding
verses, such as divine forgiveness, acceptance of repentance from the worshippers of the calf,
and also relevant verses that serve as a valid reference for interpreting verse 54, other options
for the correct meaning of the verse can be provided. Therefore, the correct meaning of killing
oneself refers to obedience to the leader of society, true repentance, humiliation, and struggle
against the commanding self, or it can be understood as a "supplicatory" and "metaphorical”
statement where one curses and reproaches oneself; this latter meaning is new and aligns with
the context as well.
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