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Modern linguistic theories, by systematically presenting meaning within the framework
of vocabulary and text, can, if employed correctly, broaden the scope and field of
interpretation in the contemporary age and enhance the connection of new audiences with
the discourse of the Quran. According to Halliday's theory, the semantic, lexical, and
logical interconnectedness of a text is termed "cohesion," which categorizes the factors
that create a text into two divisions: grammatical and lexical. This theory finds application
in the analysis of literary texts.

In the present research, to leverage the governing system of this theory, which to a certain
extent facilitates a methodical understanding of the divine word, it has been applied to
Surah Al-Kafirun. Through the utilization of the three metafunctions — experiential,
interpersonal, and textual — novel insights into the comprehension of the Surah were
attained, and the arduous mission of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
in the face of revelation was illuminated. Two entirely distinct boundaries for monotheism
and disbelief are delineated within the Surah, and the majority of references are internal
to the text, indicating a high degree of cohesion within the Surah. Furthermore, it was
discerned that within the interpretative opinions of certain Muslim scholars, there exist
traces of similarities between their Quranic understandings and the system governing
Halliday's theory. It might even be posited that some of them alluded to these systems and
utilized them for a better grasp of the verses' meaning, without necessarily subscribing to

the invention or application of such a theory according to its present-day terminology.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The modern linguistic theories, by systematically presenting meaning in the form of
vocabulary and text, can expand the field of interpretation in contemporary times if used
correctly. In recent centuries, these theories have attracted the attention of researchers, leading
them to apply them to the text of the Holy Quran and propose a new approach to its
interpretation. Halliday, in his systemic functional grammar, examines the text as a human
production for creating meaning and establishing relationships with others, categorizing
language meanings into three types: experiential (cognitive), interpersonal, and textual, in order
to analyze texts based on these categories. In the interpretative views of some Muslim thinkers,
there are hints of similarities between their Quranic interpretations and the system underlying
Halliday's theory. It can be suggested that some of them have implicitly employed these systems
to better understand the meanings of the verses. Now, it is important to see what new
understanding Halliday's functional theory provides regarding the divine text of the Quran.

Methodology

In this research, Halliday's role theory was first analyzed to identify its components. After
reviewing the definitions present in this theory, it became clear that a part of the role theory in
linguistics is its systemic grammar, which has three layers of meaning within its subset: the
representational metafunction (expressing internal experiences), the interpersonal metafunction
(expressing emotions and using appropriate forms of language), and the textual metafunction,
each of which has its own subsets and specific definitions. To apply this theory to the Holy
Quran, Surah Al-Kafirun was randomly selected, and using library resources and content
analysis methods, all components of Halliday's theory were examined in relation to the Quranic
text. Then, to compare this novel approach with traditional methods of Quranic interpretation,
the findings were also aligned with some interpretative views of Muslim scholars.

Findings

The findings of this research in the semantic analysis of Surah Al-Kafirun, based on the components
of Halliday's theory, can be expressed as follows:

A. Ideational Metafunction: In the analysis of the Surah, it was revealed that Surah Al-Kafirun
utilizes material (in behavioral form), relational, and verbal processes. This Surah essentially expresses
the oneness of worship from the Prophet and his great effort in disseminating monotheistic teachings.
An indication of this claim is found in the words of Fakhr al-Razi, who refers to one of the names of the
Surah, namely "Al-Ikhlas". In the experiential metafunction (a subset of the ideational metafunction),
the transient nature of the text and the use of material processes demonstrate the difficult and immense
mission of the Prophet (PBUH) in receiving and conveying revelation.

B. Interpersonal Metafunction: The use of the imperative verb at the beginning of the Surah indicates
the Prophet's preparation to confront the disbelievers and their thoughts. In subsequent verses, the use
of the past tense shows its certainty. The predominant modality in the Surah is epistemic, suggesting
that two distinct boundaries for monotheism and polytheism have been delineated. This point is
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confirmed by Allameh Tabatabai through the first three verses of the Surah, highlighting the lack of
shared faith between the Prophet and the disbelievers.

C. Textual Metafunction: The frequent use of marked subjects in the Surah pursues a specific goal,
which is to negate partners for God and affirm His uniqueness in worship.

D. Informational Structure: The arrangement of new and old information in the informational
structure of the Surah indicates that neither party (the Prophet and the polytheists) believed in each
other's deity at the time of the Surah's revelation, before it, or even in the future. The phrase (What I
worship) employs new information; according to role theory, there is no indication of this word in
previous sentences, and in (What you worship) is indefinite, thereby indicating new information as well.
Notably, in this Surah, God refers to His exalted essence with the relative pronoun which does not accept
any signs, whether numerical, gender-related, temporal, or otherwise, serving as evidence for the
uniqueness of His sacred essence.

E. Textual Cohesion: The use of intratextual references demonstrates the highest level of cohesion
in the Surah. Although no clear opposition was observed in its lexical aspect, an evident contradiction
between the deity of the Prophet (PBUH) and that of the polytheists can be inferred from the dialogue

context.

Conclusion

After comparing the results of applying Halliday's theory to Surah Al-Kafirun with the
interpretations of some Muslim commentators on this surah, it became clear that thinkers such as
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi and Allameh Tabatabai had referred to these systems in their interpretations
years before the emergence of modern linguistic theories, utilizing them in some cases for a better
understanding of the meanings of the verses, without aiming to create a theory in today's
terminology. Notably, in many cases, the views of the commentators supported the interpretations
derived from Halliday's theory.

Some of the frameworks upon which Halliday has built his theory (at least concerning the two-
way communication between the speaker and the audience) are contradicted when applied to the
Holy Quran. For example, at the time of the revelation of the Quran, the verbal interaction between
the Prophet (PBUH) and God was one-sided; whereas according to Halliday's theory, whenever a
question is posed, the audience responds based on their environment or internal knowledge. In the
Holy Quran, there are numerous questions presented in the form of negating inquiries and others
that, at the time of revelation and even now, no audience member has been able to discuss their
answers with the speaker .

From the perspective of the Holy Quran, expression and speech are different, and what has been
uniquely granted to humans is "expression," which has greater efficacy and influence than mere
speech. God has taught humans the power and capability of expression, providing them with the
Quran as an exemplary model of such expression. The innate nature of the language of the Quran
can be considered the essence of this divine book's language. This phenomenon hinders the
complete alignment of frameworks defined by linguists with the Quran. The truth is that instead of
measuring coherence, continuity, and logical connections of sentences in the Holy Quran using
modern linguistic theories, these theories should be presented to the realm of the Quran for
evaluation of their validity and efficacy.
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1. Behavioral process
2. Verbal process
3. Existential process

4. Accompaniment
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1.Interpersonal metafunction

2. Interaction
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1. Temporality
2. Polarity
3. Modality
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