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The Kaysaniyya (Kaysanites) were among the earliest Shia sects to emerge following the
uprising of al-Mukhtar al-Thaqafi. Advocating for the imamate and leadership of
Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya, they parted into various groups after his death. The
diversity of Kaysanites, ranging from extremists (ghulat) to political Shia, maintained a
significant presence in the Shia community until the mid-2nd/8th century, gradually being
absorbed by subsequent movements and fading away.This research aims to identify and
analyze Kaysanite-leaning narrators and their hadiths within the Shia and Sunni Hadith
heritage.The article employs a descriptive-analytical method. It is found that Hayyan al-
Sarraj, Abt Khalid al-Kabuli, Muraqqi‘ al-Asadi, Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Jadali, and Abu
Tufayl are among the Kaysanite narrators as mentioned in Imami reports. Ali ibn
Hazawwar is accused of Kaysanite beliefs, studied under Kaysanite-inclined teachers
such as Muhammad ibn Bishr, and narrations related to Kaysanite doctrines are attributed
to him in Imami sources. As a conclusion, several Kaysanite-leaning narrators are present
within the Imami narrative heritage. The hadiths of these transmitters are sometimes
influenced by their sectarian beliefs, necessitating a more cautious approach when dealing

with such reports.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Kaysaniyya (Kaysanites), emerging in the aftermath of al-Mukhtar al-Thaqaft's revolt (66-67
AH/685-686 AD), represent a pivotal early sectarian development within Shi'ism, distinguished by their
advocacy for the imamate of Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya. This movement, ranging from politically
motivated partisans to groups holding exaggerated beliefs, maintained a significant presence within the
broader Shia community until the mid-2"/8" century before gradually dissolving into subsequent
Islamic currents. While their political and literary impact has been studied, a critical gap exists regarding
their role in the formative phase of Islamic Hadith transmission. This research addresses this gap by
posing the core questions ‘What role did Kaysanite narrators play in transmitting Prophetic and Imami
traditions?’, “Who were their key narrators?’, ‘What were the thematic focuses of their reports?’, and,
most importantly, ‘How did their sectarian beliefs influence the content of the narrations they
transmitted?’ Focusing on these questions, the article argues that a meticulous examination of Kaysanite-
leaning transmitters is essential for both reconstructing the history of this faction and for the critical
evaluation and contextual understanding of the Shia Hadith corpus itself.

Methodology

This study employs a qualitative historical-analytical methodology grounded in primary source research.
The investigation proceeds through several interconnected stages as explained below.

Source Identification and Data Collection: The research is based on a critical survey of classical

biographical (rijal) compilations (such as al-Kashshi's lkhtiyar Ma rifat al-Rijal, al-TusT's Rijal, and Tbn

Hajar's Tahdhib al-Tahdhib), Hadith collections (both Shia, like al-Kulaynt's a/-Kafi and al-Sadiq's
works), and historical sources (e.g., al-Tabart's Tarikh).

Narrator Identification: The first analytical step involves identifying the individuals explicitly labeled
as Kaysanites or accused of Kaysanite tendencies within these rijal sources, building upon initial lists
provided by scholars like Ibn Dawad al-Hill1.

Case Study Analysis: The core of the methodology is an in-depth case study of one such narrator, Al
ibn Hazawwar al-Kinasi. His profile is reconstructed through a) biographical analysis (i.e., examining
his reliability as judged by both Shia and Sunni rijal critics),

b) Isnad (chain of references) analysis (i.e., mapping his network of teachers (mashayikh) and students
to identify intellectual affiliations with special attention paid to his transmission from known Kaysanite-
leaning teachers like Muhammad ibn Bishr al-Hamdani), and c)

textual analysis (i.e., thematically categorizing and analyzing the content of narrations ascribed to him,
with a focus on those reflecting Kaysanite themes such as the virtues of al-Mukhtar, the status of
Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya, and apocalyptic or malahim themes).

Contextualization: The findings from the case study are contextualized within the broader historical and
sectarian landscape of the 15/7" and 2"Y/8"M-century Kufa to draw wider conclusions about Kaysanite
Hadith activity.

Results and discussion

The analysis yields several key findings as itemized below:

a) There is a corpus of Kaysanite-affected hadiths. The study confirms that narrators with Kaysanite
affiliations were active in Hadith transmission. Their hadiths often cluster around specific themes,
including the validation of al-Mukhtar's revolt, direct praise for Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya, and
discourses related to al-Mahdi and occultation (al-ghaybah) which could be interpreted in line with early
Kaysanite beliefs.
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b) The case study reveals Ali ibn Hazawwar as a tangible example of this trend.

¢) Regarding his sectarian association, he is explicitly described by sources like Ibn al-Faddal as a
follower of Ibn al-Hanafiyya and criticized by Sunni authorities like Ibn Hajar for "severe Shia
tendencies", a marker often linked to pro-Kaysanite views.

d) His isnad demonstrates a clear connection to Kaysanite circles, most notably through his frequent
quotation from Muhammad ibn Bishr al-Hamdani, a prominent figure with documented Kaysanite
loyalties who widely quoted hadiths from Ibn al-Hanafiyya.

e) In terms of thematic content, the hadiths on his authority include reports extolling al-Mukhtar (e.g.,
Imam Ali's praise for him) and a significant apocalyptic narration predicting the rise of the Abbasids
("Bani al-Murdas"), which he quoted from Ibn Bishr and Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya. This narration,
analyzed in detail, exemplifies the type of material circulating within Kaysanite circles and their interest
in political prophecies.

f) The research also notes the role of Zaydi narrators like Abt al-Jariid in transmitting reports from
Kaysanite sources like Ibn Bishr, indicating the ideological contact among the early Shia groups during
a fluid period of sectarian formation.

Conclusion

This study concludes that the sectarian identity of narrators served as a significant filter in the early
transmission of hadiths. The Kaysanite movement, through its affiliated transmitters, contributed a
distinct body of hadiths that reflected its core doctrinal and political concerns, particularly regarding
leadership after Imam al-Husayn and anti-Umayyad activism. The examination of Alf ibn Hazawwar
provides a methodological blueprint, demonstrating that biographical (rijal) studies combined with
reference-text analysis is crucial for detecting the sectarian biases within the chains of citations.
Understanding these biases is not merely an exercise in historical retrieval but a vital component of
critical hadith scholarship, allowing for a more nuanced evaluation of a narration's historical context
(siyaq al-sudiir) and its potential doctrinal drivers. This research underscores the importance of
integrating sectarian history into the analysis of early Islamic texts and opens avenues for further study
of other under-researched early groups and their imprint on the Islamic intellectual tradition.
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