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Article type: Although the dating of Surah Qalam indicates differences among the commentators who

Research Article consider it Meccan or Meccan-Madani, there is almost no difference between them about

the audience of this surah. Everyone agrees on the issue that the audience of this surah

are the polytheists of Mecca. They even consider the revelation of the verses that
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introduce exceptions and civility to be related to the polytheists of Mecca. Meanwhile,
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The presence of certain ambiguities in Surah al-Qalam challenges the notion that polytheists
were its sole audience. Notably, the surah recounts two narratives that are somehow connected
to the People of the Book, namely the story of "Ashab al-Jannah" as a unique narrative
mentioned only once throughout the Qur'an and the story of "Sahib al-Hout" as a familiar event
for the People of the Book. Furthermore, references to the pen and concepts related to learning
and writing are inconsistent with the illiteracy of the polytheists. These ambiguities become
significant when exegetical sources do not identify any audience other than the polytheists,
while historical sources indicate the presence of non-polytheist groups during the early years
of the Prophet’s mission in Mecca.

Thus, the first research question of this study is “Who is the audience of Surah al-Qalam?
and how, and by what method, can they be identified?” The second question concerns the
revelation dating of the surah. Most chronological lists consider Surah al-Qalam among the
earliest revelations in Mecca. However, in a divergent approach, Abid al-Jabiri classifies it as
the thirty-fifth surah and among the later Meccan surahs, arguing that the opening of the surah
with an oath by alphabetic letters is a phenomenon that began in the later stages of revelation
(Jabiri, 2008, Vol. 1, p. 175).

The disagreement among exegetes regarding the revelation timing of this surah raises the
second research question: ‘Based on a historical reconstruction approach, to which phase of
Qur’anic revelation can Surah al-Qalam be attributed?” The answer aligns with the studies
conducted by exegetes and Qur’anic scholars such as Abid Jabiri in his book "Fahm al-Qur’an",
Darwaza in "al-Tafsir al-Hadith", and other classical and contemporary commentators in their
discussions on Surah al-Qalam.

Methodology

Due to the lack of reliable references in exegetical and narrative sources regarding audience
identification, this article addressed the research questions by deriving data through textual
analysis, leading to hypothesis formation. The method of historical reconstruction based on the
text has been sporadically used in classical exegesis and systematically employed in
contemporary research.

Findings

In the first section, by critiquing traditional views on the chronological order of revelation,
it is shown that concepts such as denial, flattery, accusations of madness, and calls for patience
are incompatible with the initial phase of the Prophet’s mission. These concepts gain relevance
only when the call has become public and opposition has intensified. Additionally, references
to the stories of "Sahib al-Hout" and "Ashab al-Jannah", along with the vocabulary related to
writing, indicate the presence of an audience on the side of the Meccan polytheists.

In the second section, based on the lists of narrative revelation and the analyses by exegetes
such as Sayyid Qutb, Darwaza, and Abid Jabiri, the revelation of the surah is proposed to have
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occurred between the fifth and tenth years of the Prophet’s mission. Based on the structure of
the surah and its opening with disjointed letters, Jabiri places it among the later Meccan surahs.
Moreover, the use of the word "majnoun" in this surah and its comparison with other surahs
where the term appears suggest that this surah could not have been revealed at the beginning of
the mission.

In the third section, the issue of whether the verses were revealed continuously or in
segments is examined. Some exegetes consider verses 17-33 and 48—50 to be Medinan, but the
context, phonetic rhythm, and lack of credible evidence refutes this view. The structural and
thematic unity of the surah supports its continuous revelation. Furthermore, lexical and
contextual analyses show that Surah al-Qalam was revealed in a setting where the Prophet faced
accusations of madness, demands for reward, and intense opposition, i.e., conditions
inconsistent with the early stages of the mission.

In the fourth section, audience identification of Surah al-Qalam is conducted through
historical reconstruction. Contrary to the common view that Meccan polytheists were the sole
audience, evidence is presented for the presence of Jews, particularly from the Jewish Honor
Society in Mecca. This evidence includes:

e Vocabulary related to writing such as "galam", "yasturoun", "yadrusoun",
"yaktuboun"

e The story of "Ashab al-Jannah", which refers to the People of the Book

e Intertextuality of the story of "Sahib al-Hout" and the Book of Jonah in the Old
Testament

e Alignment of the characteristics of the middle verses with an audience that considers
themselves the People of the Book, heirs of the earth, and immune to punishment

Linguistic and historical analyses indicate that this audience was the Jews from the
"Namusiyyun" sect, a group of scribes and Torah commentators engaged in teaching, judgment,
and writing in Jewish religious schools. This group is also accused in the Qur’an of distorting
the Torah and religious arrogance. The vocabulary and concepts in Surah al-Qalam clearly align
with the characteristics of this group.

In the final section, based on historical reports, reasons for revelation, and external evidence,
the presence of the People of the Book in Mecca is substantiated. Contrary to the views of some
exegetes who deny their presence, evidence exists for Jews and Christians in Mecca in the form
of slaves, merchants, and religious teachers. Even some Arab religious customs were derived
from Jewish traditions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, this article rejects the traditional views regarding the timing and audience of
Surah al-Qalam, demonstrating that the surah was revealed during the middle to late Meccan
period amid the tensions between the Prophet and his opponents. Moreover, its audience was
not limited to polytheists but included a group of the People of the Book too. These findings
highlight the need to reconsider the dating and audience identification of Meccan surahs. It
opens new horizons in Qur’anic studies.
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