X%
;@%}— Journal of Ketab-e Qayyem &%

ISSN: 2251 -6026 Meybod University o
Homepage: KQ.meybod.ac.ir

A critical approach to the hadith on omens in trips
Sayyed Mahdi Lotfi

Associate Professor, Department of Quranic Sciences and Hadith, Faculty of Theology and Ahl al-Bayt Studies, University of
Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran. E-mail: m.lotfi@ltr.ui.ac.ir

Article info. Abstract
Article type: Ominousness was a common concept in the pre-Islamic era. It was discussed using
Research Article various methods, including divination. This concept was strictly discouraged by the
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ominousness was a concept in the pre-Islamic period, which the Prophet (pbuh) warned
Muslims against. Despite the explicit prohibition of the Prophet, there are hadiths that omens
are associated with some animals and humans. One of these hadiths that indicates the ominous
nature of people and animals during a trip is from Imam Kazim (pbuh). According to this report,
Imam Kazim (pbuh) said, “If six things are on the traveler’s path, they are a cause of a bad
omen: a crow that caws from the traveler’s right and spreads its tail, a wolf that sits on its tail
and looks at the traveler and howls three times, a deer that appears from the traveler’s right and
goes to his left, an owl that moans, a woman with black and white hair whose private parts are
visible to the traveler, and a female donkey with its ears cut off on the way. Whoever is
disturbed by seeing these things and feels fear within himself of the bad effects of these things,
should say ‘O God, I seek refuge in You from the omen of this evil heart of mine. Protect me
from its evil’. Thus, he will be safe from it. The six cases mentioned in the hadith are based on
accepting bad omens and providing a solution to get rid of them. Since the negation of omens
is a valid basis in Islamic teachings, it is necessary to validate the content of this hadith on
omens. Also, due to the alignment of this hadith with the teachings of the pre-Islamic era
regarding omens, the hypothesis of a connection between this quote and false pre-Islamic
beliefs can also be proposed.

Methodology

This research is conducted using a descriptive-analytical method based on library sources.
In the first step, all the existing versions of the hadith will be extracted, and all the documentary
and textual changes of the hadith will be taken into account. In the next step, with a historical
approach, the ominous cases in this hadith will be examined in the context of the pre-Islamic
history, and the background of these cases will be examined from the perspective of Arabic
culture. Then, documentary validation will be carried out based on the reliable sources of the
hadith. In the last step, the text of the hadith will be criticized and examined based on the criteria
of textual criticism.

Findings

The hadith about omens in a journey has been prevalent in Shiite hadith communities since
the third century. The first source of omens in journeys is the book 4/-Mahasin by Barqi, which
was later narrated in Kafi's Rawdhah, Man La Yahdhur Al-Faqih and Khesal. Later, Shiite
sources have also narrated this hadith by referring to earlier sources. This hadith has undergone
textual changes in early Shiite hadith sources, the first and most important of which is the
number of omens mentioned in the journey. In the books Khesal by Sheikh Saduq, A-Mahasin
by Barqi and most versions of Man La Yahdhuruh Al-Faqih, the number of omens is mentioned
to be five. In the current printed version corrected by Ali Akbar Ghaffari, however, omens are
recorded in six cases. In a version of the Fagih that Sayyid Ibn Tawus reports, omens are in
five things. Apparently, Kafami used a version of the Fagqih that is similar to the version
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available to us; bad omen is mentioned in six cases. In some of the Fagih's versions, bad omen
is mentioned in seven cases.

The disagreement over the number of ominous cases in the early sources of narration
indicates the different practices of hadith scholars in reporting them. This difference has also
had an impact on the views of commentators of this narration. Accordingly, some commentators
believe that the first two cases and the last two cases can be considered one.Allamah Majlisi
says the following about the number five: “The number five could be a correction by the scribes
or that they assumed three cases that contain a kind of sound to be one, or that they considered
the dog and the wolf to be one because they are predators. They placed the crow and the owl in
the same category because they are birds. Also, the exclusivity of five could be due to its
reputation for being ominous”.

Beyond the difference in the number of omens, in some versions there is a textual addition
at the level of words or phrases. The word “dog” is one of the additions recorded in the book
Man La Yahdhuruh Al-Faqih: “The dog wagging its tail”. In other sources, the phrase “wagging
its tail” is intended for the crow. The phrase “wagging its tail” is quoted in A/-Mahasin without
“and”. Like in the book Khesal, it is considered as one of the characteristics of the crow.
Another difference is in the final part of the hadith. All the versions, except Khesal by Sheikh
Saduq, mention the phrase “He said, "So he will be protected from that".

Conclusion

The hadith on omens in a trip suffers from serious problems in both textual and reference
aspects. The weakness of the references of the hadith is due to the presence of a weak person
named Bakr ibn Salih Razi al-Dhebbi, who was discredited by Najjashi and Ibn Ghazairi. In
terms of content, the hadith also has textual problems. In different sources, the ominous events
are mentioned in different numbers. In the text of the hadith as mentioned in A/-Mahasin and
many other sources, ominous events are limited to five; however, counting the ominous events
mentioned in the hadith shows that their number is six, which Sheikh Sadouq also clarified in
Man La Yahdhur Al-Faqih. For this reason, the number five could be the result of a copyist's
mistake. Of course, the addition of the word "Kalb" in some versions of Man La Yahdhur Al-
Faqih has increased the number of ominous events to seven, which adds to the textual
ambiguities of the hadith.

The content of the hadith is in conflict with the prophetic quotes about the negation of
ominous entities. Regarding omens of travelling, the main premise of the hadith is to confirm
bad omens and provide a solution to eliminate them. Apart from confirming, promoting this
thought is another of the evils that exist in this hadith and similar ones. Therefore, the examined
hadith is not compatible with the general structure of Islamic thoughts in the field of bad omens.
The symbols mentioned in the hadith, such as the movement of a bird or animal from right to
left, the sound of a bird or animal (crying, howling, and moaning), the presence of a defect in
an animal such as the cutting of a donkey's ear, and the appearance of a woman with a special
appearance, are all symbols of ignorance that were known in the tradition of bad omens among
the pre-Islamic Arabs. Given the certainty of the negation of omens in Islamic hadiths, the
hadith about bad omens in the journey are also invalid from a content perspective.
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