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Article info. Abstract

Article type: Nasr ibn Sabbah is counted among the narrators of Hadith. His student, al-Kashi,

Research Article extensively documented his reports and views in "Ma'rifat al-Rijal". Earlier biographical
scholars considered him an exaggerator and deemed his reports unreliable. Apart from

this accusation, sufficient information for a precise understanding of him is lacking. His
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birth, death, period of life, and narrative class remain unknown. To assess the reliability

of a narrator's traditions, it is imperative to analyze the surviving Rijal reports. However,

Received in revised form 30 if these data are insufficient, there is no choice but to collect the available information
July, 2024 from Hadith, Rijal sources, and bibliographical sources to reduce ambiguities and uncover
Accepted 30 July, 2024 untold details. From a careful analysis of the existing reports, it can be inferred that Nasr
Published online 23 ibn Sabbah lived between 230 and 300 AH and was an expert in Shiite sects and the

science of Rijal. There is no explicit authentication of Nasr ibn Sabbah in Rijal sources,
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and the praises attributed to him are contentious. It seems he held some degrees of
exaggeration; however, this point should not lead to the invalidation of all his reports.

Some prominent Rijal scholars believe that the charge of exaggeration against him

Keywords: stemmed from the specific interpretations of earlier scholars; therefore, not all of Nasr ibn
Nasr ibn Sabbah, Validation, Sabbah's reports should be considered false. On the other hand, he himself labeled some
Rijal, Tabaqat, Hadith.

narrators as exaggerators and reported their religious corruption, which indicates his
awareness of the dangers of exaggeration. Nevertheless, his association with some
narrators accused of exaggeration affects the credibility of his traditions. Nasr ibn Sabbah
was a well-known figure in his time, and people consulted him for matters of Islamic law.
From the reports of al-Kulayni and Shaykh al-Sadoug, it is clear that he held a firm belief
in Imam al-Mahdi, which solidifies his position among true Shiites. Therefore, it must be
concluded that, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, his reports are considered
acceptable information.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The sciences of Hadith and Rijal are deeply interconnected, as the evaluation of narrators'
status, their authentication or weakening by Rijal scholars, plays a fundamental role in the
acceptance or rejection of their narrations. In order to assess the status of narrators and the
credibility of narrations, researchers, are compelled to examine Rijal reports, even though this
information is sometimes insufficient and based on personal views, limited evidence, or reliance
on predecessors. One of the narrators in the chain of transmitting reports in Hadith and Rijal
sources is Nasr ibn Sabbah al-Balkhi.

Sufficient information is not reported in sources regarding the character of Nasr ibn Sabbah
in the fields of Rijal and Hadith. The first account of him originates from al-Keshi in his book
Ikhtiyar Ma'rifat al-Rijal. Following al-Kashi, eminent scholars such as Shaykh al-Tousi, al-
Najashi, Allamah al-Hilli, and, in the contemporary era, Ayatollah Khoei and Shoushtari, have
also discussed him. These sources have considered him an exaggerator.

Methodology

By collecting and analyzing the data related to Nasr ibn Sabbah in Hadith, Rijal, and
bibliographical sources, this research delves into his Rijal personality. The aim is to extract new
information, thereby creating a clearer picture of his status and character and facilitating a more
precise evaluation of his narrations. The main question is ‘What is the result of examining Rijal
and Hadith reports in understanding Nasr ibn Sabbah?’ This examination significantly impacts
the evaluation of his narrations, especially in terms of their classification.

Nasr ibn Sabbah, with the agnomen Abu al-Qasim, was an early Shiite narrator and a resident
of Balkh. Due to his distance from important scholarly centers like Qom and Baghdad, precise
and comprehensive information about his life and narrative rank is not available. In Rijal
sources, he is introduced as an exaggerator. Shaykh Tousi describes Nasr as someone who met
the Shaykhs of his era, but he hesitantly classifies him among Tayyarahs and exaggerators. Al-
Najashi also identifies Ibn Sabbah as one of the exaggerators and the author of the two books
Ma'rifat al-Nagilin and Firaq al-Shi'ah. However, Allamah al-Hilli has described him as
"Katheer al-Riwayah" (one who narrates extensively).

No information is available regarding Nasr's birth, death, or narrative rank. However, Sheikh
Tousi considers him to have no direct narrations from the Imams (peace be upon them), and
Najashi introduces him as Kashi's teacher. It is clear that this information seems insufficient for
determining an individual's rank, lifetime, and death.

Findings

Nasr ibn Sabbah is present in 65 out of 1151 reports in Kashi's book. Some of his reports are
found in other sources such as Al-Kafi and Kamal al-Din; however, due to accusations of
exaggeration, these narrations have been considered unreliable by scholars.

Identifying the individuals who are among Nasr ibn Sabbah's teachers and students, and the
group of those from whom he learned traditions and those who learned traditions from him and
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reported them to others, can play a role in understanding his narrative rank. Through examining
the collected data related to Nast's teachers and students, it can be conjectured that he probably
lived between the years 230 and 300 AH. Individuals such as Muhammad bin Umar Kashi and
Ali bin Muhammad Allan Kulayni are among his students, and figures like Ishaq bin
Muhammad al-Basri and Hasan bin Ali Sajjada are among Nasr's teachers. Nasr ibn Sabbah's
hadith reports also indicate his presence during the minor absence of Imam Mahdi.

Nasr ibn Sabbah was a prolific narrator and a specialist in the fields of rijal (biographical
evaluation of narrators) and the recognition of Shia sects. He authored the books Ma'rifat al-
Nagilin and Firaq al-Shi'a. It appears that most of his surviving reports are derived from his first
work.

Nastr's personality as a rijali (biographical evaluator) figure has been deemed weak by rijal
sources due to accusations of exaggeration. The accusations began with Keshi and was
continued by Ibn Ghada'iri, Sheikh Tousi with some doubt, and Najashi. This very factor led
Allamah Hilli, Qohpa'i, and Ayatollah Khoei to consider his reports unreliable.

Astarabadi and Mamagqani consider this accusation to have stemmed from the limited views
of the early scholars, especially the Qummis, regarding the status of the Imams (peace be upon
them), which is now considered a necessity of Shi'ism. Some later scholars, such as Wahid
Behbahani and Ha'iri Mazandarani, also believe, on this basis, that Nasr's reports should not be
considered entirely unreliable.

Nasr ibn Sabbah himself considered some narrators, such as Ali bin Hasaka, Qasim bin
Yaqtin, and Husayn bin Ali Khavatimi, to be exaggerators and reported their religious
corruption. This indicates his awareness of the negative impact of exaggeration on the
acceptance of reports. Wahid Behbahani considers the existence of such reports as proof of his
purity. Ha'irt Mazandarani, by citing the consensus of prominent scholars on the disbelief of
exaggerators on one hand, and the acceptance of Nast's narrations on the other, refutes the
accusation of exaggeration against him. Al-A'raji, in defense of Nasr, suggests that the intention
behind this accusation against him might be an exaggeration in the status of the Imams (peace
be upon them); however, Ayatollah Khoei, referring to the degrees of exaggeration, states that
it is possible for someone at one level of exaggeration to accuse another individual at a higher
level.

Kashi's accusation of exaggeration against Nasr ibn Sabbah, without citing reports from
others, and apparently having a close relationship with him and being aware of his intellectual
views, should be considered an important piece of evidence. On the other hand, Nasr ibn Sabbah
was connected to narrators such as Ishaq bin Muhammad al-Basri and Hassan bin Ali Sajjada,
who were also accused of exaggeration. These points affect the credibility of his narrations.

Conclusion

From the summation of reports, evidence, and evaluations by scholars, it appears that the
original attribution of exaggeration to Nasr ibn Sabbah should be accepted. However, as
discussed in Ayatollah Khoei's analysis, Nasr ibn Sabbah's exaggeration can be considered to
be of a weak degree, which would not be inconsistent with the credibility of his reports. Most
of the surviving reports from Nasr ibn Sabbah are dedicated to biographical (tabaqat) data and
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some to religious-historical data, which are found in Keshi's book. Based on this, it becomes
clear that Kashi chose Nasr ibn Sabbah's book Ma'rifat al-Nagilin as a reliable source for
himself and transferred his religious-historical and biographical data to his own book Ma'rifat
al-Rijal with an accepting view. As a result, by relying on Kashi's trust in Nasr ibn Sabbah's
religious-historical and biographical data, they can be considered acceptable information,
assuming there is no evidence to the contrary. In this case, Nasr's viewpoint should be regarded
as one of the reliable reports and, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, should be accepted.
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