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Extended Abstract

Introduction

By analyzing the influence of societal values on language, sociolinguistics considers
language as a symbolic representation of social interactions and behaviors. Dell Hymes, a
sociolinguist, posits that the integration of 'linguistic competence' with 'communicative
competence' enables language to fulfill its effective function. The situational context in which
a communicative act occurs forms the foundation for effective communication. The Holy
Quran, as a trans-temporal and trans-spatial text, employs specific linguistic techniques and the
portrayal of realities from the society of its revelation to convey profound meanings in a verbal
form aligned with the social context to its audience. The diversity of literary and rhetorical
highlighting in the divine discourse reveals a thought that, among other things, considers
various forms of logical metonymy as one of the most effective components of communicative
competence. Analyzing this construct shows that the substitution of logical metonymy,
particularly the frequent form of 'causative relation' for standard language, causes dynamic
interactions between the audience and the text. This results in the emergence of new practical
interpretations, demonstrating the systematic communicative functions for creating effective
communicative competence and the thought-provoking and guiding properties of the Quranic
language.

Methodology

Given the significance of figurative language in conveying religious concepts, this article
aims to systematically explore the functions of communicative competence in logical
metonymy with a focus on causative relation. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical methodology,
this research highlights the importance of communicative function in conveying the message
of the verses. Employing the theory of 'communicative competence' within the framework of
causative relation, the study seeks to answer the question of how frequently this linguistic act
contributes to the functions of communicative competence and the intellectual richness of the
Holy Quran’ interpretation. In each verse, the authors emphasize the reference to interpretations
from both Sunni and Shia schools of thought, alongside the analysis of rhetorical scholars'
perspectives through the lens of Dell Hymes' communicative competence, to structure meaning
and reveal the subtle semantic nuances inherent in causative relation as a form of purposeful
linguistic variation. Furthermore, this is achieved by processing the viewpoints of Quranic
thinkers based on the sociology of language and considering the lexical relations within the
context of the verses, which illustrates the systemic-functional coherence of the text. According
to this approach, Quranic expressions possess authenticity; therefore, the interpreter must
refrain from referring one concept to another.

Findings

The insights derived from this research indicate that language, from the perspective of
Hymes' 'communicative competence', is an effective sociological tool, with intra-textual
structures forming its core components. In this reading, discourse action is central to the
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functions of communicative competence. Causative relation, with a realist approach, plays a
unique and purposeful role in discourse behavior. This systematic literary structure possesses
various linguistic functions, such as the 'awareness-raising' function in the causal relationship
of 'yakhtafu' (snatches) to 'lightning' (2:20), the 'motivational' or 'persuasive' function in the
causal relationship of 'increasing faith' (God's action) to 'verses', and the application of this same
function in the behavioral dimension opposite to 'faith' by causally attributing the increase of
'the disease of disbelief' (2:10) and 'impurity' (9:125) to 'God'. The 'metalinguistic' function is
also depicted in the causative relation 'jidaran yuridu an yanqadda' (a wall desiring to collapse)
(18:77) by attributing volition to the wall. The other findings of the research include the 'action-
highlighting' and 'message-emphasizing' functions, which are frequently used executive
functions in the Quranic language, represented in the causal relationship between the act of
prayer and committing of indecency and evil (29:45). The 'argumentative' function of causative
relation is also illustrated in 'fa'ummiyat 'alaykum' (it was obscured from you) (11:28) by the
metonymical attribution of 'blindness' to 'evidence'. In some verses, the attribution of 'testing',
'expelling', and 'volition' to 'Satan' is a logical metonymy based on tolerance in attribution,
placing the 'cause' as the true subject, which depicts the 'warning' function. The 'combinatorial’
or 'multifaceted’ function of language is also represented in the causal form of logical
metonymy; a prominent example of the combination of functions is observed in verse 16 of
Surah Al-Baqarah. Furthermore, in the attributive metonymy 'fama rabihat tijaratuhum' (their
trade did not profit), the combinatorial function is explicated in the form of 'human volition's
functionality' and its consequences in the selection of desirable moral and spiritual matters.
Considering the analyses conducted in the aforementioned instances, the authenticity of
Quranic vocabulary in providing profound conceptualizations is emphasized. The case study of
the 'cause-and-effect' form in logical metonymy conveys the Quran's valuable teachings in
accordance with the socio-cultural context of the audience, and by predicting various variables
of human life, it has the ability to adapt to the times, which demonstrates the systematic
communicative functions for creating effective communicative competence and the thought-
provoking and guiding properties of the Quranic language. In this approach, the audience not
only encounters a literary-rhetorical manifestation but also faces epistemic-guidance teachings
and a new insight into existence and humanity, which creates a profound transformation in the
human being.

Conclusion
In line with the functions of communicative competence in the linguistic act of causative
relation in the Holy Quran, the following results were obtained:
a) From Hymes' perspective, examining language detached from culture, society, and the
audience is not possible. In this regard, the Holy Quran, by enhancing 'linguistic competence'
across various textual constructs, has provided effective communicative competence through
the application of diverse functions to present epistemic and behavioral models.
b) The linguistic act of logical metonymy within the situational context of the verses, by
transcending the primary meaning and depicting new angles of shadow meanings, causes
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dynamic interaction with the audience in achieving a profound understanding of the text
semantic.

c¢) Causative relation, the most frequent form of logical metonymy, is considered a systematic
structure in generating 'communicative competence', which manifests the insightful
knowledge and valuable teachings of Islam. This is to the extent that the substitution of literal
expressions would not have been effective in producing that meaning. In fact, each
metonymical form, in conceptualizing abstract matters, is proportionate to the situational
context of the verses and provides a specific linguistic function in addition to its literary role,
confronting the audience with a rational truth that elucidates monotheistic knowledge.

d) The linguistic abnormality of the Holy Quran in the realm of literal and figurative
language occurs due to the emergence of new semantic horizons. The application of the
causal form in metonymical attribution decodes concepts such as 'the epistemic evolution of
true believers', 'highlighting the deterrent attribute of prayer', 'the manifestation of divine
will in inanimate objects', 'the absolute necessity of human avoidance of Satan', and so on,
which respectively provide the functions of 'persuasion', ‘'action highlighting',
'metalingualism', and 'warning'. Such a reading in linguistic acts indicates the perfection of
Quranic discourse in line with communicative and guiding competence, which also refers to
the linguistic and situational context of the text.
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