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One of the jurisprudential issues discussed in books such as Forbidden Transactions
(Makasib Muharrama) and Testimonies (Shahadat) is the subject of ghina’ (singing).
Muslim jurists do not agree on the technical definition, scope, and rules regarding ghina’.
A key reason for these differing views is the various interpretations of the numerous
narrations or hadiths that address the ghina’ issue and its rules. This study employs a
descriptive-analytical method and transmitted sources to examine the implications of
certain hadiths that some jurists have cited to argue for the permissibility of ghina’. The
focus of this research is on the interpretation of these narrations by Grand Ayatollah
Sayyed Ali Khamenei, as one of the contemporary jurists. To achieve this aim, the study
first defines ghina’ in its technical sense and briefly explores the evidence indicating its
prohibition. Then, the narrations suggesting its permissibility are categorized into four
thematic groups: tarji° and taghanni in Qur’anic recitation, income of female singers at
weddings, the sale and purchase of slave girls trained in singing, and the use of ghina’
during festivals and joyous occasions. According to the distinctions made by Ayatollah
Khamenei between the general and specific meanings of ghina’, these narrations cannot
be used to prove the permissibility or even exceptional allowance of ghina’ in the

aforementioned cases.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ghina’ (singing, melody, or chant) is a broad conceptual category referenced in the

narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt and Islamic jurisprudence, where it is generally illegal and
prohibited. However, there exist a number of narrations that some jurists, relying on their

apparent wording, believe have specified or limited the general decree about of ghina’, allowing
it in certain cases. The purpose of this research is to examine the implications of such narrations
to substantiate the claim for the permissibility of ghina’. To do so, the legal reasoning of

Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei, as a contemporary jurist, has served as an inspiration and a
foundation for analyzing the views of other jurists.

Methodology
This study is conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach with an organization based

on the chain of sources. Initially, after defining the technical term ghina ’and conducting a brief

investigation into the evidences that indicate its prohibition, the narrations suggesting
permissibility are classified into four thematic categories including (1) singing of the Qur’an,
(2) the earning of female singers at weddings, (3) the purchase and sale of female singing slaves,

and (4) the application of ghina’ during festive celebrations and joyous occasions

Findings
Based on the analyses presented in this paper, relying solely on common understanding ( urf)

in recognizing the concept and subject of ghina’ is not sufficient. For an accurate

comprehension of its meaning and subject matter, reference must be made to relevant
narrations, usages by linguists, common custom, literature, and jurisprudence. The findings

reveal that the term ghind’is not a monosemous word; rather, it is used in both a general and a
specific sense.
In its general usage, ghina’ refers to the speech characterized by vocal emphasis with

elongations, rises and falls in pitch, referred to as farji “and corresponding to the word "singing".

The specific meaning of ghina’ denotes a style of singing governed by particular rules and

regulations, using specific tonal modulations in a manner that conforms to recognized singing
techniques. This is what common usage designates as "vocal performance". Conditions such as
pleasant voice, conformity with musical scales, and the elicitation of pleasure are not definitive

criteria for the classification of ghina’ This is because the relation between pleasantness of

voice and ghina’is general and non-exclusive, and every sound produced by the human larynx
inherently corresponds to at least one musical scale. The non-necessity of ifr@b (or gaining
ecstasy) is understood from its absence in the narrations and the lexical meaning of ghina’
Accordingly, eight features characterize the applicability of the term ghina’to a specific
vocalization:

a. The common usage of ghinda ’across all social strata
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b. The absence of conceptual distinction regarding ghina *between people of sinfulness

c. No involvement of voice pleasantness and conformity with musical scales in defining
ghina’

d. No involvement of musical instruments

e. No association with eliciting farab (emotional excitement)

f. No impact of falsity or invalidity of the spoken words
g. No requirement for the vocalization to be concurrent with meaningful speech

h. The inapplicability of the term ghina "to the customary recitations of the Qur’an or the
adhan (call to prayer).
Thus, any melody or sound that encourages heedlessness toward religion, sinning, or

religious obligations and duties is considered ghina’ Accordingly, the narrations that mention

taghanni with the Qur’an do not limit the prohibition of ghina . Only the type of ghina involved

in Qur’anic recitation that is frivolous (/ahw) is forbidden and subject to punishment due to
disrespecting the Qur’an. Furthermore, all the narrations indicating permissibility regarding the

use of taghanni in the Qur’an refer to ghina’in its broad sense, namely the extended speech

based on tonal modulation, not its specific technical meaning. Additionally, the narrations
concerning the permissibility of income earned by female singers at weddings do not establish

any criteria for the prohibition or permissibility of ghina ’ rather, they point to an external reality

that introduces two categories of female singers at the time of issuing the hadiths. The first
category consisted of those who owned singing houses or slave-girls who performed musical
entertainment at affluent social gatherings. The second were the women exclusively invited for
singing at women’s wedding ceremonies. From this perspective, singing at female weddings in

the second category is technically excluded from the concept of ghina’

Narrations that indicate permissibility of ghina’during festivals and days of joy refer to the

commend ability of singing, an exception of these occasions from the general prohibition, its
nature as a precautionary practice (faqiyya), and the presence of pleasant voice. However, what

is meant by ghina 'in these reports is the general meaning that does not imply a legal prohibition.

Conclusion

The corpus of narrations that some jurists have used to justify certain types of ghina’do not

provide explicit evidence for its permissibility. The narrations that indicate permissibility
regarding the use of Arabic melodic patterns in Qur’anic recitation pertain to vocal styles that
stand in opposition to the methods of sinners and are compatible with the musical traditions of

the Persians, Romans, and Levantines in that era. Similarly, the concept of tarji ‘in monasticism

refers to the customary chants in churches which are accompanied by the playing of musical
instruments. Furthermore, the narrations relating to the permissibility of the income earned by
female singers concern only a group of women who performed singing at private or public
gatherings; earnings from this practice, according to the narrations, are prohibited. However,
slave-girls who sang exclusively and non-frivolously for their owners are not considered
professional singers, and their buying and selling is permitted. Ayatollah Khamenei classifies

the applications of ghina ’in the traditions of the Infallible Imams into two categories: pleasant
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voice and prohibited singing. He holds that the narrations indicating permissibility of ghina’do

not refer to prohibited ghina’, but rather to the general meaning of ghina’, which is the
appreciation of vocal beauty
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