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Public culture, as collective and widespread beliefs, is considered the most significant
level of cultural life. The reason for this claim lies in its breadth, comprehensiveness, and
the diversity of life dimensions throughout history and geography. With a general and
objective conceptualization of this topic, the Quran describes culture in both Meccan and
Medinan contexts, addressing the collective beliefs, values, and accepted behaviors in the
pre-Islamic era (Jahiliyyah) and the prophetic guiding culture, while highlighting their
differences. This is crucial because the transformation of society from the state of
Jahiliyyah to an ideal and guided state has always been a concern for the educational
system and the prevailing culture within the Quran. The present study aims to elucidate
public culture in the Holy Quran by identifying cultural implications in Meccan and
Medinan surahs.

Given the aim and approach of this study, the selected method is a descriptive-analytical
approach, relying on the interpretive methodology of Martyr Sadr. This method aids in a
their
The Quran can always provide a foundation for cultural formation among various Arab or

deep analysis of Quranic texts and extracting cultural  implications.
non-Arab communities; it encompasses a collection of positive or negative actions and
reactions from different peoples towards beliefs, values, norms, or traditions, affirming or
rejecting them. Public culture in the Quran represents a religious culture that introduces a
set of beliefs, values, norms, traditions, customs, and lifestyles of different communities;
however, those that are endorsed by the Islamic faith are accepted, while others are
rejected.

Understanding the prevailing culture in Quranic teachings necessitates dividing the verses
into two distinct sections: Meccan and Medinan. This division allows for a more precise
explanation and examination of cultural implications in both cognitive-thought and
behavioral dimensions. Such categorization helps in better understanding the influences

of each section on the Muslim community.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Culture represents a collection of spiritual achievements of a nation and human findings that
reflect the existence and identity of a society. Public culture, as collective and widespread
acceptances, is considered the most important level of cultural life. The reason for this claim is
the breadth, comprehensiveness, and diversity of life dimensions across different histories and
geographies. Given the general and objective concept of this subject, the Quran describes
culture in two contexts, Meccan and Medinan, in terms of a set of beliefs, values, and accepted
behaviors in the atmosphere of ignorance (Jahiliyyah) and the culture of prophetic guidance,
highlighting their differences; because the change and transformation of society and its
transition from the state of ignorance to an ideal and guidance-oriented state has always been a
concern of the educational system and the culture dominant in the Quran. The impact of the
Holy Quran on Islamic society and in the lives of Muslims is significantly observable. These
impacts are tangible in the fabric of life and even in individuals' afterlife plans, with the content
and words of the Quran deeply and widely inscribed in various cultural aspects of Muslims'
lives. The scope of culture in the Quran is not limited to the Arabs of the Jahiliyyah period;
rather, it depicts a variety of cultures from the time of Prophet Adam (PBUH) to the era of
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Therefore, culture and its changes in the Holy Quran have a
direct relationship with historical-political issues and challenges, and without examining history
and interpretations through historical, educational, and social approaches, discovering and
understanding Quranic culture and its derived components is not feasible. Due to the importance
of this matter, this study aims to elucidate the conceptual domain of public culture in Meccan
and Medinan surahs by relying on the cultural propositions and implications of the Holy Quran,
to clarify each public culture by comparing the two Meccan and Medinan frameworks.

Methodology

The Holy Quran is the central core of religion, as a timeless and spaceless book containing
fixed principles and the main structure of faith. Narrations play roles in application, discovering
instances, interpretation, exegesis, etc. It is necessary to first examine the textual context of the
surahs considering the differences in semantic layers and contexts, then clarify its main axis so
that interpreters do not misinterpret the Quran. The current issue is investigated with thematic
interpretation approaches; because essentially applying verses to existing concepts or even
interpreting the Quran with itself is not effective; rather, cultural changes in societies, models,
and descriptive and normative dimensions are products of thematic interpretation. Thematic
interpretation and the interrogative method proposed by Shahid Sadr are problem-oriented
interpretations that are comprehensive, ijtihadi (jurisprudential), and result in theory.

In thematic interpretation, the goal of the interpreter is broader than merely understanding a
verse or its components. In this interpretation, the interpreter seeks to extract a Quranic theory
about a specific topic from various subjects based on understanding and denotation of each
verse or to discover the viewpoint of the Quran regarding a subject it has raised from all verses
to derive a cohesive theory from it. Thematic interpretation can be both theoretical discussion
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and provide practical guidance. Based on this significance and focusing on the interrogative
approach, this article adopts a descriptive-analytical approach emphasizing documentary
studies, utilizing opinions from interpreters and historical lexicons in analyzing and text-mining
this topic.

Discussion

The Quran can always create grounds for cultural development among various Arab or non-
Arab communities; because the Holy Quran has gathered a collection of positive or negative
actions and reactions from different communities regarding beliefs, values, norms, or traditions
and has confirmed or rejected them. This culture persists in a society where people organize
their speech or behavior according to the Quran. The goal of promoting Quranic culture is to
institutionalize a proper policy for organizing people's material and spiritual life activities that
leads to their evolution. Referring to the Quran reveals that public culture in it is a type of
religious culture that introduces a collection of beliefs, values, norms, traditions, customs, and
lifestyles of different communities; however, those which are approved by Islam are accepted
while others are rejected.

Conclusion

Understanding the dominant culture presented in Quranic teachings necessitates dividing
verses into two distinct sections: Meccan and Medinan. Opposition to forefathers and religious
traditions, disobedience to truth, negligence, and lack of security are behavioral components of
culture. Additionally, ingratitude, power-seeking, arrogance, violence against others, and
intolerance towards opposing views are common features in the general ideological-cultural
context of Meccan surahs.
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