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One of the branches of ijtihad interpretation is social interpretation, which means
consideration of social concepts and real needs of the present times. However, this
interpretation has been criticized in terms of methodology. An important criticism is
related to the status of religious quotations in the social interpretation of the Qur'an; it has
been accused of disregarding the quotations that are of no certainty in the social
interpretation of the Qur'an. Religious quotations are mostly uncertain, but discarding
them greatly limits the interpretation of the Qur'an and distorts the understanding of the
social tenets of the Book. Therefore, the methodological investigation of the place of
religious quotations in the social interpretation of the Qur'an is of great importance. In
this article, by applying the method of ijtihad and the principles of jurisprudence, religious
quotations are validated and their place is investigated in the social interpretation of the
Qur'an.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Social interpretation, as a form of contemporary exegesis, seeks to situate the social
teachings of religion within the lived experiences of communities and to combat the causes of
Muslim decline. This interpretive approach performs social reforms by emphasizing
rationalism, avoidance of blind imitation, and openness to ijtihad. However, overreliance on
scientism, excessive trust in reason, and questioning of quotations, particularly regarding
Quranic miracles and creedal tenets, are known as weaknesses of this method. This underscores
the importance of analyzing the relationship between diverse sources and the Quran as a key
methodological issue in social Quranic exegesis. Also, the methodological examination of the
role of single-citer quotations in social Quranic interpretation is critical, as a precise
understanding of verses requires interpretive hadths, while many hadiths are not certain in
nature.

Methodology

Given that ustl al-figh (the principles of jurisprudence) serves as the most relevant discipline
for validating sources in Shia thought, determining the role of transmitted reports (naql) in
religious domains first requires insight from those principles. Subsequently, we must discern
the methodological implications of the juridical validity of naql in deriving the rules and extend
this to other domains that require epistemological validity. However, because the principles of
jurisprudence primarily evaluate the validity of jurisprudential matters, they cannot be generally
applied to all Quranic propositions. Thus, transcending classical ustl al-figh, this study adopts
a prescriptive approach using description, analysis, and critique as precursors to methodological
prescriptions to deploy single-citer quotations in social Quranic exegesis.

Discussion

1. Role of hadith in social Quranic interpretation

Three factors determine the status of hadiths or quotations, including a) types of quotations
based on their reliability, b) categories of social issues requiring Quranic inquiry, and ¢) variants
of validity (hujjiyya).

2. Typology of quotations and the domains of validity

Different hadiths have different epistemic values. Mass-transmitted (Mutawatir) or single-
citer hadiths with definite evidence possess inherent authenticity if they are textually
clear. Uncertain hadiths are invalid according to jurisprudential standards but may retain
epistemological utility in social exegesis.

3. Epistemological vs. juridical validity

Validity (hujjiyyat) has divergent implications as follows:

a) Epistemological validity prioritizes correspondence with reality.

b) Juridical validity seeks excusatory evidence (‘udhr) before God only in rulings with legal
consequences. In non-juridical domains, epistemic probability, regardless of its source, must be
prioritized.

4. Different types of social issues and their associated validity

The social Quranic propositions are as follows:

Descriptive: Paradigmatic, theoretical, conceptual, and applied levels

Prescriptive: Practical, ethical, and jurisprudential types

Each category demands distinct validity criteria (epistemological versus juridical).

5. Response to Dhahabi’s criticism



163 Journal of Ketab-e Qayyem, Meybod University, Volume 14, Issue 2, 2024, pp. 161-183

Criticism: Social interpretation overemphasizes reason and marginalizes single-citer hadiths.

Response: While hadiths hold significant potential for social exegesis, uncertain single-citer
hadiths cannot be universally validated without assessing the validity type, narrative genre, and
domain applicability.

Conclusion

The validity of single-citer hadiths in social Quranic interpretation depends on the types of
social issues and the required validity. Epistemological validity is essential for paradigmatic
foundations, theoretical framework, non-juridical concepts and applications, and ethical and
practical prescription.

Here, uncertain single-citer hadiths must be compared to the knowledge derived from other
sources, and the source that is more reliable must be prioritized.

Juridical validity applies to jurisprudential prescriptions, in which uncertain but justified
single-citer hadiths supersede non-specific rational or empirical presumptions.

The proposed methodology is advantageous because it reduces extremism in deploying naqgl,
fostering rational exegesis without subjective interpretation) and undermining non-empirical
Quranic concepts.

Studies like this research are associated with certain limitations. The social interpretation of
many verses is constrained by weak hadiths that lack epistemological validity. In juridical
terms, oriented exegesis is limited by the invalidity of the presumptive rational evidence.

Here are some recommendations for future research. Methods should be developed to
enhance the epistemic reliability of exegetical quotations using historical evidence. Also,
definitive interpretations of verses require epistemological validity when evidence (rational or
transmitted) remains uncertain.
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