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Abstract

The multifaceted narrative of Prophet Moses and the Israelites (Bani Isra’1l) has been a
subject of contemplation from various perspectives. A significant part of this narrative
involves the confrontation of Moses and Aaron, where, as interpreted by exegetes, Moses
reproached Aaron harshly. This event occurred following Moses' departure for his divine
appointment and the Israelites' subsequent worship of the Golden Calf. During Moses’
ten-day delay, the Israelites insisted on adopting a tangible deity until his return. In
response, SamirT crafted a golden calf that emitted sounds like a cow (Qur’an, 20:87-88).
Aaron’s extensive efforts to dissuade the people from this sedition were futile (ibid,
7:150). Informed by God of the deviation of his people before his return, Moses returned
in anger and confronted his brother Aaron, questioning him about this deviation.
Interpreters suggest that this confrontation involved Moses physically seizing Aaron’s
beard and head in anger.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The multifaceted narrative of Prophet Moses and the Israelites (Bani Isra’1l) has been a
subject of contemplation from various perspectives. A significant part of this narrative involves
the confrontation of Moses and Aaron, where, as interpreted by exegetes, Moses reproached
Aaron harshly. This event occurred following Moses' departure for his divine appointment and
the Israelites' subsequent worship of the Golden Calf. During Moses’ ten-day delay, the
Israelites insisted on adopting a tangible deity until his return. In response, Samiri crafted a
golden calf that emitted sounds like a cow (Qur’an, 20:87-88). Aaron made extensive efforts to
dissuade the people from this sedition, but it was futile (ibid, 7:150). Informed by God of the
deviation of his people before his return, Moses returned in anger and confronted his brother
Aaron, questioning him about this deviation. Interpreters suggest that this confrontation
involved Moses physically seizing Aaron’s beard and head in anger.

Methodology

It is evident that the most reliable source for affirming or refuting any interpretation of the
Qur’an is the Qur’an itself. The method of interpreting the Qur’an through the Qur’an, allowing
it to elucidate its own meanings, is considered as the most trustworthy approach for resolving
ambiguous or obscure interpretive issues. This involves examining the context, considering the
circumstances of revelation, analyzing Qur'anic vocabulary within its semantic domain, and
other related methods. Applying this methodology to the present topic has yielded robust
evidence supporting a novel interpretation. Additionally, we revisited the narrative by
consulting authoritative Arabic lexicons to understand the terminology employed in the verses.
It is noteworthy that this study initially compiles and criticizes the views of interpreters from
both Sunni and Shiite traditions before presenting an alternative interpretation that challenges
conventional interpretation.

Discussion

Analyzing verses related to Moses’ interaction with Aaron underscores the necessity of
considering biblical sources when interpreting narratives about Israelite prophets. The
pervasive influence of biblical culture on Islamic traditions and, in turn, on Muslim perceptions
cannot be overlooked. This influence has sometimes led to underestimating the infallibility and
status of great prophets, resulting in unjust attributions to them. In some instances, interpreters
have failed to conduct comprehensive analyses due to reliance on these preconceived notions,
thus offering justifications or explanations rooted in those traditions. While this criticism does
not diminish the invaluable contributions of interpreters throughout history, all Qur'an scholars
are indebted to the illumination provided by these esteemed scholars and we benefit from their
generously spread scientific feast in numerous instances. However, it is evident that, apart from
the Word of God and His Noble Book, no written work or text is infallible or free from
imperfection.

The Qur’an occasionally departs from its established narrative style to emphasize specific
points. For instance, in contrast to its usual brevity in narrating events, it provides detailed
descriptions in the story of Moses and Samiri. In the face of this issue, interpreters and Qur'an
researchers should raise serious questions. One purpose for this care is to refute accusations
against Aaron by highlighting his wisdom and patience during this ordeal. Indeed, this aspect
of interpretation has been overlooked so far, which have unfortunately caused injustice against
this prophet.
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Conclusion

From the analysis of the verses involving Moses’ alleged aggression at Aaron, several
conclusions emerge as presented below.

Prophet Moses, informed beforehand by God, was fully aware of Aaron’s innocence. Upon
returning from his mission, Moses asked the Israelites, Aaron, and SamirT about the details of
what had happened. The narrative can be imagined as a courtroom setting, with Moses acting
as a judge, gathering Samiri, the Israelites, and Aaron in one assembly to investigate the matter
thoroughly. Importantly, during this inquiry, Moses revealed the truth to all through compassion
and dialogue alone. He established Aaron’s innocence, exposed Samir1’s great betrayal and
punishment, and confirmed the error and deception of the Israelites for all time. This
interpretation of the verses is in contrast to the Torah, which entirely omits Samiri from the
narrative and even attributes the suggestion of calf worship and its creation to Aaron.

When encountering Aaron, Prophet Moses never physically assaulted him or subjected him
to humiliation or disrespect. Instead, he gently drew Aaron closer by holding his head and
respectfully questioned him about the Israelites’ calf worship. In response, Aaron provided the
necessary explanations, exonerated himself from any blame, and advised his brother not to
reproach him or give their enemies a reason to celebrate.

As often observed in all narratives concerning the prophets of Israel, traces of Isra’iliyyat
derived from the Torah can be found in this story too. This undermines the dignity of great
prophets, thus underscoring the need for greater precision in presenting interpretations and
understandings of Qur'anic verses to avoid such distortions.

To examine narrative verses (ayat al-qasas), it is of paramount importance to pay close
attention to the terminology, the semantic features of words, as well as the narrative context,
textual evidence, and the overall flow of the verses (siyaq al-ayat). If we attempt to interpret
verses without due consideration of the authentic meanings of words and the contextual
environment surrounding the verses, our understanding of the Qur'anic text may be beset with
serious deficiencies and successive ambiguities. Consequently, rather than serving the primary
purpose intended by God and the Qur'an, such interpretations may become the source of
numerous doubts (shubuhat) and problems. Resolving this issue would then entail intellectual
work and the use of substantial resources.
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