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One of the important concerns of Muslim thinkers in the modern era is to enrich Islamic
knowledge in the light of modern sciences such as cognitive semantics, which deals with
the relationship between conceptual structure and conceptualization. The aim of this
research is to deeply understand the concept of swearing in the Holy Quran using the
semantic method. This article, which is the result of a research, is practical in terms of its
purpose, has a descriptive-inferential nature in terms of the method of analysis, and is
conducted through library work. All the verses of the Holy Quran are the statistical
population of this research, and the examples of this research are derived from the context
of the verses in which the keywords related to swearing are located. First, the data and the
primary concepts are collected in a library method. Then, by studying the interpretations
of the Quran and related books, we will analyze and review each of the opinions of
researchers and experts. As the result of the research show, 56 percent of the oath verses
have a power schema, which is the more frequent compared to the movement and volume
schema. Also, the oaths of the Qur'an are forces to guide people, and the illustration of
the category of power in the conceptualization of the oaths is more tangible.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the important concerns of Muslim thinkers in the modern era is to enrich Islamic
knowledge in the light of modern sciences. Paying attention to the achievements of this
knowledge, which is the result of the efforts of ancient semantics and its continuation, is
inevitable in religious studies. Invoking modern semantics in the service of the Quran and
religious thought has yielded some achievements. For example, by analyzing this holy book
regarding one of the frequent expressions such as "oaths", the shortcomings of the ancient
semantics can be eliminated and corrected. The science of “semantics”, which examines the
relationship between words and meaning, is, in fact, the science of studying meaning. This
knowledge emphasizes the relationship between signifiers such as words, phrases, signs, and
symbols and the use of meanings.

Methodology

The research method in terms of background knowledge is cognitive semantics. According
to this approach, the development of concepts and propositions, metaphor, figures of speech,
and linguistic and mental categorization of phenomena in the external world all take place as
part of the overall process of the human cognition of the external world, and language is a tool
for organizing, processing, and transmitting information. The method of collecting and
analyzing the data in this study is the review of the texts related to oaths in linguistic and
Quranic texts through content analysis. In this study, the thematic interpretation method is also
used in a traditional way. In this method, various verses throughout the Holy Quran about a
subject on various occasions are collected and summarized. From the sum of them, the Quran's
view on that subject and its dimensions become clear.

Discussion

Power is one of the concepts studied in cognitive semantics. Cognitive semantics is a part of
the cognitive linguistics that studies meanings. It claims that language is part of a larger human
cognitive capacity and, therefore, can only explain the world as humans conceive it. Cognitive
semantics is the most recent and prominent perspective among contemporary semantic theories
that has developed over the past four decades. This semantic model emerged around 1980 and
was founded by George Lakoff. Johnson first used the term conceptual schemas in his 1987
book The Body in the Mind. He explains the reason for coining the term to emphasize the bodily
and sensory-motor nature of various conceptualization and reasoning structures. It believes that
what we call "mind" and "body" are not separate from each other; rather, we use these terms to
gain an understanding of different aspects of our experience. Imagination patterns are defined
as a dynamic and recurring pattern of our perceptual and sensory-motor interaction with the
environment that gives coherence and structure to experience. Conceptual schemas can be
broadly divided into three types including volumetric schemas, motor schemas, and power
schemas. Volumetric schemas have volume and can be thought of as a kind of container.
Movement schemas have a beginning and an end and can have points in the middle of the path
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that are between the two starting and ending points. Force or power schemas are the forces of
resistance or barriers that a person faces along the path of movement based on his experiences.
This schema has three types. Type 1: A barrier has been created in the path of movement that
cannot be passed, and movement is interrupted. Type 2: There is a barrier; but the person
continues on the path. Type 3: The person removes the barrier from the path of movement and
continues on the path; this problem must be removed from the path by all means.

Conclusion

In this study, an attempt was made to examine the cognitive conceptualization of Quranic
oaths based on the ‘force’ concept in verses of the Holy Quran, including 167 events in 142
verses from 54 surahs. The following results were obtained.

a) The Force category is a conceptual schema and the most important foundation of oaths in
the Quran. It has three types including "obstruction”, "change of direction”, and "removal of
obstacle".

b) Considering the frequency of schemas, 56% of the oath verses have the Force schema,
which is the most frequent compared to other schemas, indicating that the oaths of the Holy
Quran are considered forces for guiding humans, and the depiction of the Force in the oaths is
greater than that movement and volume.

c) In the conceptualization of the oaths of the Holy Quran, the Satan stands in the way of
man through "inspiration, immortals and wrongdoers"”, provokes man with temptation, always
lies in wait to mislead him, and introduces himself as a benefactor with the promise of
immortality. Unbelievers and hypocrites follow the Satan and do not cross the obstacle; they
are categorized in the obstruction class.

d) "Ayman", as a word intended for Quranic oaths, is conceived in three states for three types
of power schemes: breaking oaths, keeping oaths, and resolving oaths.

e) From the important schemas of Quranic oaths, the three themes of “declaration,
confirmation of truth, and honoring” have been derived. The first theme is declarative and trust-
building, which is one of the purposes of using oaths. In this regard, the Satan used the power
schema of “advisers”.
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