Af‘%%;- Journal of Ketab-e Qayyem

ISSN: 2251 - 6026
Homepage: KQ.meybod.ac.ir

Dealing with innovators and doubters in religious affairs (a case study of Ibn Sarhan)
Hasan Rezaee Haftador™ " | Mohammad Mirkhani?* | Fatemah Kamali?

1. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Qur’an and hadith Sciences, faculty of theology, College of
Farabi, University of Tehran, Qom, Iran. E-mail: hrezaii@ut.ac.ir.

2. Master of Political Science, Bagir al-Olum University, Qom, Iran. E-mail: Mohammadmirkhani@gmail.com

3. Master of Qur’an and hadith Sciences, faculty of theology, College of Farabi, University of Tehran, Qom, Iran.
E-mail: Fkamali@ut.ac.ir

Article info. Abstract

Article type: A narration in Al-Kafi issues the command of "Behtan" along with "Sab" and "Wagi'a"
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This study set out to comprehensively analyze the “Mubahita” narration in Kulayni‘s A/-
Kafi, which refers to the topic of buhtan against “People of Innovation”. The main theme of the
study was to examine the seeming contradiction between the jurisprudential-ethical prohibition
of using buhtan and the clear order of this narration to use it. The secondary purposes were as
follows:

e Examining the validity of the text and chain of transmission of this narration and
rejecting the claims about the weakness of its chain of transmission or the distortion of
its text.

e Identifying the precise meaning of “buhtan” in the context of this narration and
responding to doubts cast about its meaning.

e Clarifying the nature of “People of Innovation” and the reason for the issuance of such
a strong ruling against them.

e Determining the limits and conditions of the permission to use buhtan as a defensive
mechanism in the religious community.

Methodology

This study was carried out using an analytic-critical method based on authoritative sources

of narration, rijal, language, and exegesis. The methodological steps are as follows:
a) Examining the chain of transmission

Evaluating the transmitters: examining the trustworthiness of the transmitters mentioned in
the chain of transmission (Muhammad b. Yahya, Muhammad b. Husayn, Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. Ab1 Nasr, Dawiid b. Sarhan) based on Shi‘a rijal sources such as Najashi's Rija/ and “Allama
Hillt's Khalisa al-Agwal.

Comparing different manuscripts: analyzing the manuscript differences (such as
"nahibihum" in Wurram’s Tanbih al-Khawdtir and "ahinthum" in Jawahir al-Kalam) and
rejecting them due to their weak chains of transmission and their incongruence with the textual
indications.

b) Conceptology of the vocabulary

Etymology: examining the meaning of the word “buhtan” in philological sources (such as
Farahidi’s Al-‘Ayn and Ibn Faris’ Maqa’is al-Lugha) and distinguishing its meaning from
similar words such as “Iftira”.

Historical analysis: studying the application of the term “buhtan” in the works of the
contemporaries of Imam Sadiq (a) (such as Ibn Mugaffa‘) in order to understand its common
linguistic meaning during its issuance time.

Linguistic context: considering the co-occurrence of the term “buhtan” with words “sabb”
and “waqi‘a” in the narration and the effect of these indications on the meaning.

¢) Forming the Hadith family

Collecting related narrations: extracting 11 narrations about “buhtan” from the Four Books
(Al-Kafi, Man La Yahdurhu al-Fagqih, Tahdhib al-Ahkam, and Al-Istibsar).

Content analysis: examining the contexts of narrations and obtaining a single meaning for
the term “buhtan” from the narrative texts.

d) Station of the People of Innovation

Terminological definition: explicating the term “bid‘a” based on the viewpoints of Sayyid

Murtada in A/-Dhari‘a and ‘Allama Majlisi in Bihar al-Anwar.
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The four factors: analyzing the characteristics of the People of Innovation, such as using
legislation polytheism, following whims of soul, slandering God, and being misleading.

Social function: examining narrations that deem innovation in religion as a factor that
destroys religion and brings about tumult.

e) Analyzing the arguments

Distinguishing primary and secondary rulings: examining the conditions under which buhtan
is permissible (in normal conditions and exceptional cases).

Comparing with similar rulings: comparing this narration with the permission to perform
invective against polytheists in the Al-Sira al-Nabawtyya in order to understand the logic behind
its legislation.

Discussion
a) Validity of the text and the chain of transmission

Trustworthiness of the transmitters: all transmitters mentioned in the chain of transmission
of this narration (especially Dawtd b. Sarhan) are deemed trustworthy by Twelver Shi‘a rijal
scholars.

Textual integrity: the reading “bahitihum” (slander them) is the only valid version. Other
versions such as “nahibiihum” were rejected due to their incongruity with the content.

Verification by notable scholars: ‘Allama Majlist in Mir’at al- ‘Uqil and Shaykh Ansart in
Al-Makasib deem the text and the chain of transmission of the narration to be sound.

b) Meaning of buhtan

Terminology: “buhtan” in terminology means deliberate false attribution, and in sources
such as Jawhari‘s Al-Sihah is taken to mean the same as “Iftira”.

The meaning common in the issuance era: The examination of the works of the second
century AH (such as Kalila wa Dimna by Ibn Muqaffa‘) demonstrates that the term “buhtan” in
that era always meant slander.

Hadith family: in the 11 examined narrations, “buhtan” has appeared alongside concepts
such as ghayba (backbiting), kidhb (lying), and ‘udwan (enmity), and has been introduced as a
reproached deed.

Linguistic context of the narration: the co-occurrence of “buhtan” with “sabb” (reality-based
profanity) and waqi‘a (revealing shortcomings) shows that “buhtan” means deliberate slander
to invalidate the People of Innovation.

c) The nature of the People of Innovation

Definition: by distorting religion (through invalid addition or removal), People of Innovation
provide a distorted reading of religion. This is a kind of legislation polytheism and is at par with
disbelief.

Social threats:

e Casting doubts about religious beliefs and weakening faith in society
e Becoming a role model for misleading future generations

Psychological characteristics: innovators follow their whims of soul, and by attributing false

claims to God, defame God.
d) Buhtan ruling

Primary ruling: buhtan, as a defensive strategy, can only be used against innovators who
have created a serious threat against the religious community.

Conditions for execution:

1. Identifying the instance: determining the innovator is upon religious scholars who are
familiar with the sunna and the conditions of the era.
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2.

Being purposeful: buhtan should be only used to neutralize the destructive effect of the
innovator and protect the society.

Avoiding extreme application: unnecessary or vast buhtan that can lead to general
distrust should be avoided.

Secondary ruling: if the use of buhtan leads to a greater problem (such as sympathy with the
innovator), the execution of the ruling should be stopped.
RESULTS

1.

Validity of the narration: the chain of transmission and the text of the “Mubahita”
narration are completely valid, and the claims about the weakness of its chain of
transmission or the distortion of its text lack scientific foundations.
Meaning of buhtan: “buhtan” in this narration means attributing a deliberate and
conscious slander to invalidate the innovators rather than perplexing or providing
logical arguments. This meaning is verified using terminological, historical, and
narrative evidence.
Innovators’ threats: by distorting religion, innovators threaten the doctrinal security of
the society and opposition to them is a collective responsibility.
Conditional permissibility of buhtan: the use of buhtan is permissible only under the
following conditions:

e Serious threat: innovators are actively destroying religious foundations.

e Scholarly identification: by precise examination, religious scholars confirm the

instance of innovation.
e Observing proportionality: the severity of buhtan should be proportionate to the
severity of the threat of the distorting movement.

Distinguishing buhtan from personal iftira’: in this narration, buhtan is different from
personal iftra’ (defamation) and regards defending the essence of religion.
Criticism of earlier works: the incorrect understandings that have interpreted “buhtan”
as “perplexing” or have taken the chain of transmission of the narration to be weak are
rejected due to their ignorance of the textual indications and the dangerous station of
innovators.

Conclusion

The Mubahita narration permits the use of buhtan not as a personal tool but as a legitimate
weapon in the cultural battle against distorting movements. This ruling has been issued in the
framework of the general interest of religion in order to preserve the genuineness of Islam.
However, its execution needs scientific precision, avoidance of misuse, and consideration of
social consequences.
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