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Growth is the supreme goal of man in his worldly life. According to the sources of the
holy religion of Islam, such a process is the basis of a desirable life Hereafter. In the
prayers of Imam Sajjad (pbuh), growth is discussed in a wide range in all dimensions of
human life. The method of data collection in this research is library work, and its scope is
the famous Sahifa Sajjadiyah. The research purpose is to detect the semantic features of
the growth concept in succession and homonymy, synonymy, and antonymy domains
with respect to the context. Considering the purpose of this research, in the light of the
teachings of the prayers in Sahifa Sajjadiyah, growth is a transformation and exaltation in
the existential structure of man, especially his spirituality. It is conceptualized with the
unparalleled lexical eloquence and elaboration of the infallible Imam (pbuh), as a divine
gift and an enlightening, true and undisputable benefit leading to guidance. Based on the
results of the research, it can be concluded that a mature human being is a person who has
been guided through correct motivation, a sound heart, trust in God, obedience to Him,
and reliance on divine power. Such a person bases his or her life on the path of truth, the
leadership of divine guides, and the guidance of others.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In this world, every object and creature has a limit, capacity, and size, so it adjusts its
existence in accordance with its capabilities. Also, it is these capabilities that determine one’s
destiny and future. Growth and maturity are the fruit of human life in this world. Indeed,
maturity is the transcendent result of growth. In the light of the divine teachings of revelation
and the words of God’s chosen ones, the highest degree of movement towards the maximum
capacity, guidance, and potential flourishing of man is achieved. This study aims to detect the
semantic components of the word ‘growth’ in the prayers of Imam Sajjad (AS) in the Sahifa
Sajjadiyah through analyzing and describing it with regard to its associated words, substitutes,
and synonyms. Given the structure of the Sahifa, the words of prayers address all dimensions
of human life. The Almighty God is also an addressee of the prayers at all moments, and there
are descriptions of growth in every sense.

Methodology

The aim of this research is to identify the meanings of prayers said by Imam Sajjad (peace
be upon him). Therefore, in order to understand the semantic components of the word ‘Growth’
in the famous book Sahifa Sajjadiyah, the prayers that include this word (Prayers 5, 16, 20, 23,
25, 26, 28, and 47) were semantically analyzed according to the opinions of translators and
commentators. This was done with flashcards prepared from the prayer phrases and their
interpretations and explanations. Then, the semantic relationships of the words in the prayers
were determined in terms of collocations, synonyms and substitutes in Arabic. Therefore, in
certain tables, the word Growth is examined with its accompanying words, and the conceptual
load it induces is expressed. Then, the type and degree of connection and correlation of the
word and its derivatives are discussed with regard to the context of the prayer phrases.
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Figure 1. Semantic diagram of the word growth with its cognates.
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Findings

The word "Growth" and its derivatives are seen in the prayers 5, 16, 20, 23, 25, 26, 28, and
47 of the famous Sahifa Sajjadiyah with a wide semantic range of relationships with the
previous and subsequent phrases of the word in complete eloquence and rhetoric. In this study,
in order to systematically examine the prayer clauses that contain the word "Growth™ and its
derivatives, they have been categorized under specific headings, considering the main core and
the semantic load hidden in it. The corresponding individual indicators include a) the
relationship between correct and strong motivation and the word growth, b) the relationship
between following a guide and the word growth, c) the relationship between relying on divine
power and the word growth, d) the relationship between choosing the right path and the word
growth, e) the relationship between guidance and the word growth, which is mentioned in detail,
and f) the relationship of guidance to the right path, trust in God, confession of ignorance, and
obedience to God. The social indicators are a) the relationship between divine leaders and the
word growth and b) the relationship between informing the ignorant about the rules and the
word growth.

Considering the thirteen prayer items mentioned and analyzing the relationships of the words
collocated with growth, we can reach indicators that are extremely effective in the elevation
and perfection of man. Moreover, the Sahifa is the prayer of a perfect man that has its own style
and increases the focus on the goal. In the meantime, monotheism, prophecy, resurrection,
justice, imamate and religious branches shine like luminous lanterns. The prayer language of
the Imam (pbuh) indicates the living spirit and dynamism of the word and, most importantly,
companionship with Him. When these prayers flow into the heart and then onto the tongue, it
seems they are repeated and practiced with the guide to become the blueprint of man's life.
Therefore, man is not alone on the path. This journey of the entire world towards the flourishing
of its hidden talents revolves around the axis of gaining proximity to God.

In the Sahifa Sajjadiyah, there are words that are somehow connected or have a close
semantic relationship with the word Growth, and one can approach the main meaning of the
words of the Infallible Imam (pbuh) by considering the semantic network, context, and
synonyms but in a partial not complete way. No research has been conducted yet on the
synonyms of the word Growth in the Sahifa Sajjadiyah, and it seems that the challenge posed
by the synonyms of words in the Quran is also true of the words of Imams. Based on the research
conducted, it seems that the word that best expresses part of the concept of growth in terms of
context is the word “Huda” and its derivatives.

Conclusion

Analyses and studies show that the word Growth and its derivatives in the structure of the
prayers evoke the same feeling as the word Guidance, but they are not completely equivalent
or synonymous. The understanding of the word Growth seems to be affected by its collocated
words and substitutes in the remarks of the infallible Imam (peace be upon him). Therefore,
guidance is considered as an example for growth because growth is an abstract idea of
perfection in the mind and is not possible to achieve without guidance and a guide. The word
Growth and its derivatives are seen in prayers 5, 16, 20, 23, 25, 26, 28, and 47 of the famous
Sahifa Sajjadiyah with a wide semantic range and meaningful relationships with the previous
and subsequent phrases of the word in complete eloquent and rhetorical manners. In this study,
in order to systematically examine the prayer clauses that contain the word Growth and its
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derivatives, they are categorized under specific headings, considering the main core and the
semantic load hidden in it. The corresponding individual indicators include a) the relationship
between correct and strong motivation and the word growth, b) the relationship between
following a guide and the word growth, c) the relationship between relying on divine power
and the word growth, d) the relationship between choosing the right path and the word growth,
e) the relationship between guidance and the word growth, which is mentioned in detail, and f)
the relationship of guidance to the right path, trust in God, confession of ignorance, and
obedience to God. The social indicators are a) the relationship between divine leaders and the
word growth and b) the relationship between informing the ignorant about the rules and the
word growth. The translators and commentators of this precious book have further expanded
this word in its spiritual dimension. According to the structure of the prayer of Sahifa
Sajjadiyah, correct and strong intention, the explanation of a sound heart to receive the goals of
religion, skilled guides, moving on the path of goodness and righteousness by following divine
guides, guidance from God, accepting the guardianship of divine leaders, the end and good
outcome of guidance, searching for and choosing the path of truth and righteousness and
persevering in it, and guiding the deviants and the ignorant are all the components of a general
plan that ensures human growth. In fact, all the clauses containing the word growth and its
derivatives are somehow related to the truth, guides, and those walking on the path of guidance.
The principle of guidance, like other existential perfections, is inherently and primarily in the
hands of God alone, but the prophets and divine saints, who are the executors of God’s will,
can guide others too. They are the mediators of grace in creative guidance and legislative
guidance. In this case, human society will be guided and grow towards excellence and
prosperity. Sahifa Sajjadiyah is a complete human-building and growth-fostering program that
first teaches a person the way to communicate with God and then shows him the method of
communicating with saints so that he can feel the pleasant taste of worship by rejecting Satan
and carnal desires.
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