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A highly effective method for the deeper understanding of the meanings of Quranic words
is Quranic semantics. The present study analyzes the word "Taswil" (Jis3)in the Holy
Quran using the structural semantics approach. In this research, initially, the various
meanings of the word are investigated in lexicography books. Based on this review, the
concept of "Istirkha’" (laxity and lethargy) is chosen as a more suitable explanation for
Taswil derived from the three main letters of 5,0+, and J. The equation of "Taswil" with
"Tazyin" (embellishment/beautification) in some interpretations and lexical works may be
influenced by the concept of "Su'al" —(request/desire). Structural analysis also reveals that
"Nafs" (soul) and "Shaytan" (Satan) are in a syntagmatic relationship (co-occurrence) with

m

Taswil, and "Im’1a"" (prolongation/respite) is in an intensifying relationship with it. "Nafs"
is the most frequent co-occurring term. Furthermore, the words "Tatwi®" (making
compliant), "Waswasah" (whispering/insinuation), and "Tazyin" are in a paradigmatic
relationship (substitution) with Taswil. They exhibit a relative synonymy and are in a
shared semantic field that includes motivating the performance of a wrong action or sin
and reducing internal resistance to it. In the semantic hierarchy, "Waswasah" is the initial
stage, "Tazyin" represents the highest level of motivation, and "Taswil" and "Tatwi‘" are
in the middle. The unique semantic component of Taswil that distinguishes it from its

substitutes is the minimizing of a great sin and reducing its importance.
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2 The Semantics of the Word "Taswil" in the Holy Qur'an with a Structuralist Approach/Mosallaeipour

Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the Qur'anic words used to describe the states and inclinations of the soul (nafs) is
the term Taswil. A precise semantic understanding of this word can significantly contribute to
explaining the internal processes of man and the methods of satanic temptation. In many
Quranic interpretations and translations, the meaning of this word has consistently been
considered equivalent to 7Tazyin— (embellishment or beautification). However, considering the
completely different roots of these two words, their synonymy needs reflection and
investigation. The main research question here is ‘What is the meaning of the word Taswil in
the semantic structure of the Quran?’ This study was conducted to answer the question and to
clarify the precise meaning of that word in the Holy Quran.

Methodology

This research is based on semantic structuralism, meaning the focus is on examining
paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations within a text. Initially, the primary meaning of Taswil
was obtained by referring to lexical and etymological sources. This was considered as the
starting point for analyzing the semantic structure of the word Taswi/ in the Holy Quran.
Subsequently, while simultaneously considering the syntactic and semantic structure of the
verses containing that word, the substitute (paradigmatic) and co-occurring (syntagmatic)
words were extracted. The examination of this set of words, along with the context of the verses,
ultimately led to the identification of the meaning of Taswi/ within the framework of the
Quran’s semantic structure.

Findings

a. Lexical investigation

The findings indicated that the primary meaning of the word Taswil is laxity, relaxation, or
lethargy. It was derived through searching early lexicography books and from its root meaning
in Semitic languages, where Taswil is based on the root letters («_+ cand means to bring down
or to lower. In early lexicography books, before Al-Azhari, Istirkhd was taken as an equivalent
word. Also, in Al-Azhari's book, the meaning of Siz/ was linked to Su'l (a hamzated verb). The
result of this connection was the attribution of the concepts of need, request, and desire to seek
aneed to the word Taswil. This semantic connection is not discussed in previous lexicon books.
Ultimately, Istirkhd was chosen as an equivalent for the word Taswil. Zamakhshari also chose
it for Taswil in his book Tafsir al-Kashshdyf.

b. Structural analysis

In the structural semantics section, the paradigmatic (substitute) and syntagmatic (co-
occurring) words were identified. The criterion for selecting verses for this purpose was the
simultaneous attention to the syntactic and semantic structure of the verses. According to the
findings regarding the paradigmatic and syntagmatic relationships, the words nafs (soul) and

shaytan (Shaytan) are co-occurrents, and the words Tafwi = (making submissive or compliant),

Waswasah— (whispering or temptation), and 7azyin— (embellishment) are substitutes. The term
Nafs is the most frequent co-occurrent. Also, the phrase "amla lahum" (He extended their hope)
i1s in a reinforcing relationship with Taswil, and the concept of Taswif (procrastination)
strengthens the semantic relationship with Taswil.
The semantic component of each substitute word was determined as follows:
o Waswasah: A subtle call before committing the sin
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e Talwri' Persuading the self to commit the sin by repeatedly bringing forth excuses

e Tazyin: Perceiving the evil deed as beautiful and a heartfelt desire to commit it

The shared semantic component among the substitute words is encouraging the individual
to commit the evil deed. By placing the primary meaning of Taswil (Istirkha) within this
semantic field, its distinctive component is found to be the minimizing and downplaying of the
importance of sins in the individual's view.

c. Contextual and situational analysis of the verses

The examination of the context of the verses confirms the alignment of the concepts Istirkha
(downplaying the sin) and Taswil. Given that Taswil is an equivalent to Tazyin in many
interpretations and lexicon books, the context of the Tazyin verses was also meticulously
examined. As found, in the process of Taswil, the perpetrators are aware that the act is a sin.
This is because anyone who minimizes the sin must know that the act is a sin and be aware of
its wrongfulness, a characteristic that can be inferred from the Taswil verses. The phrase "min

ba di ma tabayyana lahumu al-huda" (after guidance had become clear to them) (Qur’an, 47:25)

or the brothers of Joseph's promise of future repentance (ibid, 12:9), in addition to the awareness
of the evil deed, indicates a type of negligence and lethargy (or laxity) regarding repentance or
the preservation of faith, which aligns with the meaning of Istirkha.

Furthermore, the characters who were subjected to Taswil by the soul or Satan were
individuals from the community of believers, whereas the target characters in the Tazyin of
deeds were misguided nations whom God had promised punishment. The soul (nafs) is not used
to mean the agent (Fa'il) in any of the Tazyin verses.

Conclusion

By examining ancient Arabic sources and Semitic lexicons, this research shows that the word
Taswil 1s derived from the root word Sawwala meaning Istirkha (laxity or lethargy). Some
lexical and interpretative sources have also interpreted Sawwala as Tazyin (beautification),
which is likely influenced by the word Su'al —(request/desire) and refers to the embellishment
of the desire in the individual's mind.

The primary meaning of Istirkha, after extracting the co-occurring and substitute words, was
placed in a specific semantic field, the central characteristic of which is that the individual
becomes motivated to commit a wrong deed and exhibits little resistance against it. The

substitute words Tazyin, Tatwi; and Waswasah also convey this component at various levels

and through the agency of the soul or Satan. These words have a relative synonymy, but a
semantic hierarchy can also be established for them. Waswasah is at the initial stage, Taswil

and Tafwr ‘are in the middle, and Tazyin is at the highest level of motivation for committing the

evil deed.

Self-awareness of the transgression is a key component in 7aswil, but, in the process of
Tazyin, the individual's self-awareness of the evil deed is reduced to the point where he or she
perceives the act as beautiful, and a heartfelt desire for its commission is generated within them.
The fact that the soul is not the agent of Tazyin indicates that Tazyin is a condition beyond a
mere self-temptation (waswasah nafsaniyyah). These subtle differences among the studied
words provide a deeper understanding of the process of committing sins.
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