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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Efforts to verify hadiths, given the emergence of fabricated, distorted, forged, and other
unreliable reports, appear to be essential. Consequently, rules and criteria have been established
to distinguish these hadiths from authentic ones. Although, in recent years, there has been a
closer focus on the chain of references of hadiths and the biographical evaluation of their
narrators for various reasons, reliance on authoritative sources has consistently been regarded
as a key method for accessing reliable hadiths. Indeed, in the past, the consistency of a hadith
with the Arba’ma’a principles was considered as a significant indication of its authenticity. For
this reason, companions of the infallible Imams (peace be upon them) sometimes presented
collections of hadiths to them to ascertain the authenticity of the source. Later, a section called
"Mishikhah" was added to hadith collections to document the references. Bibliographies and
summaries were also compiled. This led researchers and hadith scholars to avoid quoting
sources without a reliable chain of narrators or an integrated chain. One of the individuals
frequently mentioned in the references of numerous hadith collections, particularly those in the
bibliographies provided by Shaikh al-Tousi and al-Najashi, is Abu Taleb Ubaidullah ibn Abi
Zayd al-Anbari. Consequently, establishing his trustworthiness and religious affiliation,
especially for those who consider a narrator's creed a criterion of reliability, is crucial in
assessing the authenticity and, ultimately, the value of the quoted texts contained in various
hadith collections.

Methodology

This research was conducted using a comparative-analytical method through library sources.
The important research questions were ‘did Abu Taieb al-Anbari possess sufficient integrity to
allow us to trust the books that have reached us through him?’, ‘to what extent did his
environment influence the manner of his interaction, reception, and transmission of
narrations?’, and ‘to what extent were his beliefs and religious affiliation influenced by his
scholarly origins?’ Using an analytical method, this research attempts to examine the validity
of the various existing opinions regarding the personality of al-Anbari. Therefore, the
biographies of early and later scholars are used more than other sources.

Findings

Al-Anbari acquired his knowledge in Waset. The Waset school of hadith, compared to other
schools like Medina, Kufa, Qom, and Baghdad, is less well-known. During the Umayyad
period, Waset was predominantly inhabited by Sunnis. While historical evidence suggests that
Shia scholars resided in Waset, accurately determining the exact date of their emergence in the
city is challenging, as noted by Moazedi. Scholars like Ali bin Belal, Hesham bin Hakam,
Ebrahim bin Hayyan, Abu Taeb al-Anbari and others are considered Shia hadith scholars of
Waset (see Jafariyan, 1983, p. 341). The compilation of "Jawabat al-Masael al-Waredah men
Wasit" by Sheikh Sadouq is further evidence of the active presence of Shia in the region and
their interaction with other Shia communities (ibid, p. 341). It is also reported that Zaydis lived
in Waset during the 5™ and 6™ centuries, and Ismailis after the 6™ century (Moazedi, 2006, p.
189). Furthermore, a group of Wagqifis, such as Husayn bin Qayyama al-Waseti, resided and
were active in the city (Tousi, 1967, p. 335). Other individuals, such as Mousa bin Bakr al-
Waseti (ibid, p. 343) and Durayd bin Abi Mansur (ibid, p. 336), were also considered active
Wagqifi individuals in Waset. Amr ibn Khalid al-Waseti, a follower of the Batr1 creed (ibid, p.
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142), and Salma bin Sahl al-Ahmar al-Waseti were among the non-Imami Shia narrators from
the Waset region (ibid, p. 219; Najashi, 1987, p. 270). The majority of the inhabitants of this
city are Sunni Muslims of the Shafi'i and Hanafi schools of thought. Shiite hadith activities in
Waset took place from the 2" to the 8™ centuries AH. The presence of several famous narrators,
such as Hesham ibn al-Hakam (Keshi, 1969, p. 255), may indicate Shiite hadith movements in
this region. Other reports indicate the existence of narrators of Waseti origin or residents of
Waset among the companions of the Imams (Pakatchi, 2012, pp. 139-143). Due to the numerous
insecurities created for the Shiites of this region by some Sunnis and then by the Mongols, this
hadith center did not have significant activity after the 8" century and declined. Regarding
Anbari’s religious affiliation, considerable discrepancies are observed, and perhaps one of the
factors contributing to these differing opinions is the little-known nature of the Waset hadith
school. There are also differences regarding Anbari's reliability. By citing the expression “the
scholar is trustworthy” and pointing out his knowledge of hadiths, Najashi authenticated him
(Najashi, 1987, p. 232). Sheikh Tousi, however, in his book Rijal, considers Anbari weak
(Tousi, 1967, p. 432).

Conclusion

The majority of the inhabitants of Waset were Sunnis although Shiite sects, including the
Wagefis, Ismailis, and Zaydis, were also present in the city as a religious minority. The religious
fanaticism of the Wasetis led to numerous conflicts between different sects, which are reported
in history books. There are differences and ambiguities regarding the name, religion, and
authenticity of Anbari. His religion has been reported by Nawousi, Babushi, Ghali, Zaidi,
Wagefi and Imami. He had two periods of religious life and certainly became an Imami towards
the end of his life. On the other hand, considering that there was no trace of Nawousi and
Babushi religions during Anbari's lifetime, these religions cannot be attributed to him. His being
a Ghali is ruled out too because of his good acts of worship. In none of biographies and
translations has Anbari been considered a Zaidi; only in the book Alam al-Mualfin al-Zaydiyya,
his name is mentioned among the Zaidis, relying on his place of residence. Moreover, during
Anbari's lifetime, Zaidis were not active in that city. There are several reasons to believe that
he was originally a Wagefi, but, when he converted to the Imami sect and found no opportunity
to express his religion in Wasit, he migrated to Baghdad. Najashi has authenticated Abu Taleb
Anbari, but the Sheikh has considered him weak. Some believe that the weak person is another
narrator named "Ansari" while "Anbari" is reliable. Due to the similarity of the scholars’
opinions and other pieces of evidence, this view is not correct. A big body of evidence indicates
the reliability and authenticity of Anbari.
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