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Mutawakkel bin Umayr is a narrator whose character is still in dark because there is not
much information about him in hadith sources. His identity, biography and scholastic
status are not well known. So far, none of the early scholars have provided clear
information about his character. This uncertainty is below the dignity of this narrator. All
the references of the Sahifa Sajjadiya's manuscripts, in any case, lead to this narrator.
Therefore, in this study, an attempt is made to describe and analyze the news received
about Motawakkel bin Umayr by using historical, biographical and hadith data. The study
also seeks to clarify as much as possible the different aspects of his life based on historical
reports and arguments. Thus, the ambiguities of this issue can be resolved as far as
possible. The findings indicate that, first of all, Motawakkel bin Umayr is the same as
Motawakkel bin Haroun, and the name of Motawakkel's father is Umayr. The attribution to
Haroun is suggested because of his ancestor was Haroun. Also, Umayr bin Motawakkel is
the son of Motawakkel bin Umayr. So, Motawakkel had both a son named Umair and a

father named Umair. In addition, Umair's name is sometimes written without the letter y.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

One of the relatively unknown and rarely discussed narrators in the field of hadith sources
is Motawakkel bin Umayr, a figure who, despite playing a key role in the transmission of the
Sahifa Sajjadiya, a prominent Shiite prayer and hadith text attributed to Imam Ali Zayn al-
Abidin (peace be upon him), has remained in dark regarding his personal identity, biography,
and scholarly position. The ambiguity surrounding this narrator is such that even earlier
biographers, who typically provide biographical details of main narrators, have not provided a
clear name or documented report about him. This lack of information in the primary sources
raises a serious question for researchers: who exactly was Motawakkel bin Umayr, and can a
reliable and illuminating picture of his personality and status be offered from the scattered
data in historical, biographical, and hadith sources?

Thus, the main objective of this research is to critically and analytically review, re-
examine, and re-identify the scholastic identity and character of Motawakkel bin Umayr. It
seeks to resolve, as much as possible, the ambiguity surrounding this important narrator,
particularly in relation to the references of the Sahifa Sajjadiya, by analyzing the available
data.

Methodology

This article adopts a descriptive-analytical method based on biographical, historical, and
hadith sources. The researchers utilize the works of both early and later biographers, examine
the references in various manuscripts of the Sahifa, analyze narrations, explore family
lineages, and interpret textual and chain-based evidence to construct a substantiated image of
Motawakkel bin Umayr. Historical and documentary data are also employed to offer a more
precise analysis of the scattered historical reports. The main method is a comparative analysis
of biographical and hadith reports to assess the reliability and religious-ethical character of
this narrator.

Findings
Through a meticulous and comparative review of historical, biographical, and hadith

sources, this study has achieved several critical findings that shed light on the scholarly and

hadith identity of Motawakkel bin Umayr. These findings are summarized as follows:

1. Accurate identification: The research demonstrates that Motawakkel bin Umayr is, in
fact, the same person referred to in some sources as Motawakkel bin Haroun. The name
variation arises from the common practice of ascribing individuals to their ancestors, not
necessarily their immediate fathers. In this case, "Harun" is Motawakkel’s grandfather,
while "Umayr" is his father. This naming discrepancy had caused confusion regarding his
identity, which this study resolves using a range of materials.

2. Clarification of family lineage: The naming of Motawakkel’s son as Amir (or Umayr),
after his grandfather, contributed to errors in identifying his family tree. By closely
examining the naming customs of that period, the research corrects these
misunderstandings and presents a clearer family lineage for Motawakkel.

3. Scribal errors in sources: Some sources erroneously recorded the name "‘Umayr" as
"‘“Umar" (without the letter y), leading to mistaken identities. This study, through
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manuscript analysis and textual comparison, reveals that such discrepancies stem from

copyists or transcriptional errors.

4. Historical and geographical context: The research establishes that Motawakkel bin
Umayr belonged to the late first and early second centuries AH and lived in Balkh, a city
that, during the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, was a major center of religious and
scholarly activities. This indicates that he lived in an intellectually and spiritually vibrant
environment.

5. A reliable hadith source: His most important and only surviving contribution is
transmission of the Sahifa Sajjadiya. He appears in the chain of references of this unique
and sacred work from Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (pbuh). All the authentic versions of the
Sahifa ultimately date back to him, highlighting his pivotal role in its preservation.

6. Biographical character: Based on a rigorous and comparative analysis of biographical
and referential indicators, the study concludes that Motawakkel bin Umayr possessed
qualities such as trustworthiness, justice, honesty in narration, piety, and strong memory
retention. No evidence of doctrinal or ethical weakness is found in any source.

7. Absence of negative reports: No credible biographical source contains any negative
report or criticism on Motawakkel bin Umayr. Especially in sources known for their
candor in evaluating narrators, this implies tacit scholarly acceptance and general trust
in his reliability.

8. Key role in validating the Sahifa: Due to his central role in the transmission of the
Sahifa Sajjadiya, an accurate understanding of his identity is crucial. His reliability
directly impacts the overall authenticity of this valuable text. Hence, he should be
recognized as one of the critical links in the transmission of the teachings of the Ahl
al-Bayt.

Conclusion

Based on the findings of this study, the earlier portrayal of Motawakkel bin Umayr as an
obscure, marginal figure lacking sufficient documentation must be revised. The textual,
analytical, and historical evidence gathered and analyzed herein reveals that he was, in fact, a
trustworthy, devout, and competent transmitter of hadiths. A significant outcome of this
research is the recognition that Motawakkel bin Umayr, despite the negligence of biographical
sources, played a vital role in the transmission of the Sahifa Sajjadiya. His presence in the
references is so central that, without him, the reliable transmission of this sacred heritage from
Imam Zayn al-‘Abidin (A) to subsequent generations would be put to question. Therefore, he
must be acknowledged as a foundational figure in preserving and transmitting the teachings of
the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) in the early Islamic centuries.
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