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Article type: Concerns for welfare have been an enduring aspect of human life. Wherever and

Research Article whenever governance has existed, traces of social welfare can be found. This article aims

to explore the approach and the components of social welfare in the conduct of Imam Ali

(pbuh). To achieve the research objective, library sources particularly Nahj al-Balagha
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are examined. Additionally, a thematic analysis is performed in the framework of Imam’s

conducts. To establish and strengthen social welfare, the path of truth and justice must be
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justice plays a pivotal and decisive role in achieving social welfare. Indeed, social welfare

is a concept intrinsically tied to justice and the observance of rights. The derived
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the most important topics in human history has been individual welfare and ensuring
the well-being of people. Depending on the era and society, the meaning and strategies of
welfare vary. Islam emphasizes the principle and concept of social welfare. For example, in the
governance of Imam Ali, there are guidelines and discussions related to social welfare. This
research seeks to explore Imam Ali’s approach to social welfare by examining the text of Nahj
al-Balagha and the documents that report his manners. The research question is ‘What are the
governing approach and the components of social welfare in Imam Ali’s manners?

Methodology

Conduct-based research is a specific type of monograph and biographical study. The subject
of such research is lifestyle, which is based on three principles including perspective or
worldview, tendency or inclination, and behavior. In this study, the entire text of Nahj al-
Balagha was first examined. Then, the passages related to social welfare were coded.
Subsequently, they were categorized into insight, inclination, and behavior. In essence, these
three elements were collectively used to derive the Imam’s conduct. The text is structured
around Imam Ali’s approach and the components of social welfare.

Findings

A comprehensive analysis of Imam Ali’s perspective on social welfare shows that he placed
special emphasis on rights and integrated them with religious beliefs. However, upon a more
detailed examination, his perspective can be divided into introductory and contextual points,
arguments related to individual duties and responsibilities, and preventive measures in dealing
with administrative errors. In terms of inclination, Imam Ali preferred enduring hardships over
committing oppression against others and strongly disapproved of military forces to harass the
people. In the behavioral aspect, there are the two main categories of the personal behavior of
Imam Ali and his recommendations for officials regarding their duties. The codes related to
Imam Ali’s personal behavior reveal that he adhered to the two fundamental principles of
upholding rights and justice and avoiding oppression and tyranny, in addition to advising his
officials. The codes related to his recommendations for officials are further divided into an
approach and components. Imam Ali sought to ensure that his governance remained free from
oppression and injustice and that societal affairs were managed based on justice and rights. This
1s evident in his orders and advice to his officials. The practice of justice and rights was
sometimes achieved through equality and, at other times, through considering individuals’
merit, circumstances, and specific attributes. The components of governance in Imam Ali’s
approach to social welfare include financial-economic, security-military, judicial-supervisory,
ethical, social, and religious aspects. Economic considerations in his statements can be analyzed
into wealth management and commercial affairs. In the military-security component, along with
military guidelines for troops and commanders, the Imam emphasized combat against
adversaries as a duty of officials. In the judicial aspect, he personally monitored his officials
and instructed them to oversee the affairs of their subordinates. Additionally, officials had to
prevent merchants from engaging in unlawful acts such as hoarding; they would punish them
if they persisted in wrongdoing. In the ethical component, Imam Ali sometimes offered general
recommendations for good conduct, and his advice was sometimes addressed specific groups.
The social component includes meeting the needs of disadvantaged groups, overseeing
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officials, resolving hostilities among people, and the like. The religious component focuses on
providing conditions for individuals to practice religious rituals comfortably and easily.

Conclusion

The phrases related to social welfare in Nahj al-Balagha are categorized into insight,
inclination, and behavior. The statements related to behavior are divided into the personal
conduct of Imam Ali and the behavior of officials, as expressed through his recommendations
and commands. His directives to officials can also be classified into the approach that officials
should adopt and the components of social welfare (the fundamental elements of social
welfare). Imam Ali, just as he upheld justice and rights himself, instructed his officials to do
the same. He considered justice and rights dependent on the two principles of equality and
merit. Rights and justice play a crucial role in the fulfillment of social welfare, making it an
inseparable concept intertwined with justice and the observance of rights. Officials must
regulate financial-economic, security-military, judicial-supervisory, ethical, social, and
religious affairs in accordance with Imam Ali’s orders and recommendations to enhance social
welfare in the society. These aspects constitute the structural elements of social welfare and
demonstrate that Imam Ali’s governance did not merely focus on fulfilling material necessities
under the umbrella of social welfare. Instead, it also encompassed religious and ethical concerns
that contribute to happiness and well-being. These components reveal the broad and
multidimensional perspective of the Imam to achieve social welfare.
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