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It is difficult to explain the narratological cohesion of the verses of the Holy Quran in
some cases, including the 42" verse of Surah Hud. Van Dijk, the representative of
discourse linguistics, believes that, to explain the narratological continuity of the text, one
should pay attention to the sequence of discourses in the macro structure. The purpose of
this article is to examine the cohesion of the discourse in verse 42 of Surah Hud based on
Van Dijk's theory of discourse through a descriptive-analytical method. The findings of
the research showed that, in the macro structure, the main theme of this story is the
destruction of the oppressors because of their cruelty and the good end of the pious people
because of their patience. Also, the two events of how the ship moved and the prophet's
conversation with his son in verse 42 are described based on the order of the the speech
acts and have the speech act cohesion. As a result, based on the cohesion of speech act in
the macro-space of the structure, the letter " 5" in the phrase "4 Cf 365" does not indicate
the chronological order; it has a pragmatic basis. For this reason, the Prophet's
conversation with his son was before the storm. After the event, how the ship moved in

the name of God was stated to show the conditions and its consequences.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Two instances of narrative discontinuity are observed in the verses about the story of Prophet
Noah (pbuh) in Surah Hud. In verse 42 of Surah Hud, after the ship begins moving in the storm,
Prophet Noah (pbuh) calls out to his son. How is it possible that Noah called his son after the
ship had already set sail? It seems unlikely that, after the emergence of mountainous waves, his
son would have been standing calmly at a corner, allowing his father to call him to board the
ship under such conditions. Thus, the phrasing of this verse appears discontinuous. This
narrative discontinuity can be resolved through the lens of pragmatic coherence. Van Dijk
acknowledges the inadequacy of purely semantic concepts in understanding and interpreting
texts. Instead, he considers a pragmatic foundation for these concepts. Through speech act
analysis, macrostructure theory, and pragmatic conjunction analysis, Van Dijk addresses the
apparent incoherence in certain texts. The aim of this article is to examine the pragmatic
coherence of verse 42 in Surah Hud based on Van Dijk’s macrostructure model.

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach using library resources. In this regard,
first, van Dijk's views on the speech act theory, macrostructure, macro speech acts, speech act
coherence, methods of representing facts, and pragmatic conjunctions are explained. Then,
based on his theory, the entire story of Prophet Noah (pbuh) in Surah Hud is subjected to speech
act analysis. By considering the macro speech act of the story and the role of the pragmatic
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conjunction "s" (and), the coherence of verse 42 in Surah Hud is clarified.

Findings

Surah Hud can be divided into three sections including the opening verses of the surah, the
narration of past nations, and the concluding verses. The overall theme of the surah divides
servants into two groups. The first group consists of those who worship God exclusively, seek
forgiveness, and turn to Him (11:2-3). For this group, God fulfills the illocutionary act of
promising grace and provision until a predetermined time (11:3). The second group comprises
deniers who have turned away from the Prophet’s call. For them, God fulfills the illocutionary
act of promising punishment (11:3). The macro-illocutionary acts of the concluding verses are
expressed in verses 115 and 120 of Surah Hud, which include calling for patience and
steadfastness, strengthening the Prophet’s heart, and admonishing the believers (11:115, 120).
The story begins with Prophet Noah (pbuh) being a warner, without referring to him as a bearer
of glad tidings (11:25). Without any preliminary illocutionary act, Prophet Noah (pbuh)
employs the act of "prohibition" against worshiping anything other than Allah (11:26). In
response to his warning, the leaders of his people react with the perlocutionary acts of denial,
slander against him, and belittling his followers (11:27). The repeated illocutionary expansions
by the Prophet in dealing with his people reveal the severe persecution they inflicted upon him,
particularly to force him to abandon his followers. Unconvinced by his arguments, the leaders
intensified their harassment and, through the illocutionary act of mockery, demanded the
fulfillment of divine punishment (11:32). Ultimately, God commands the construction of an ark
under divine supervision and along with the direct illocutionary act of prohibiting any further
discussion about the wrongdoers. The macro-illocutionary act of this story is the destruction of
the wrongdoers due to their oppression and the salvation of the righteous owing to their
patience. In line with this macro-illocutionary act, verse 41 states: "And he said, 'Embark
therein, in the name of Allah is its course and its mooring." Based on the opening phrase of
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the verse, the movement and stopping of the ark are tied to the name of God. Here, the topic of
discourse is the movement of the ark in the name of God. Thus, the phrase "And it sailed with
them through waves like mountains" illustrates how the ark moved by the name of God. In
essence, this phrase serves to explain the meaning of "in the name of Allah is its course.”
Subsequently, the dialogue between the Prophet and his son is an event that demonstrates the
conditions and consequences of this movement in the name of God. This event conveys that
only those who are not among the disbelievers (and who hold fast to the name of God) are
worthy of salvation, and the condition for boarding the ark of salvation is clinging to the name
of Allah. However, despite the Prophet’s efforts to save his son, by employing the illocutionary
act of resorting to false solutions, the son said, 'l will take refuge on a mountain to protect
me' (11:43). This demonstrates his unworthiness for salvation. Thus, the events are not narrated
in chronological order but rather according to the sequence of illocutionary acts. It is worth
noting that verses 44 to 46 confirm this issue, as verse 44 first illustrates how the ark came to
rest in the name of God, which is closer to the topic of the its stopping. Then, verses 46 and 47
describe an event that explains the conditions and consequences of this stopping.

Conclusion

The objective of this study was to examine the illocutionary coherence of verse 42 in Surah
Hud based on van Dijk's macro-structural model. The findings indicate that the macro-
illocutionary act of the opening verses of this Surah is the promise of divine grace for believers
and punishment for deniers. The macro-illocutionary act of the concluding section of the Surah
includes strengthening the Prophet’s resolve, admonishing the believers, and serving as a sign
and lesson for those who fear the punishment of the Hereafter. Within the macro-structural
framework, the macro-illocutionary act of the story of Prophet Noah (pbuh) is the destruction
of the wrongdoers due to their oppression and the salvation of the righteous owing to their
patience. In verse 42, the discourse determines the sequence of the events. First, in line with the
discourse topic, the movement of the ark in the name of God, the manner of the movement is
explained. Subsequently, an event illustrating the conditions and consequences of this
movement is presented. The two events in verse 42, the description of the ark movement and
the dialogue between the Prophet and his son, are arranged according to an illocutionary
sequence, demonstrating illocutionary coherence. The events in verse 42 are ordered
pragmatically rather than chronologically. Based on illocutionary coherence within the macro-
structural framework, the conjunction ‘and’ () in the phrase "And Noah called to his son" does
not indicate temporal sequence but rather serves a pragmatic function, connecting the
illocutionary acts. Accordingly, the Prophet’s dialogue with his son occurred before the flood
but is narrated after the description of the ark movement to illustrate its conditions and
consequences. Ultimately, the narrative coherence of verse 42 was clarified based on van Dijk’s
illocutionary theory.
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