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Contemplating the meaning and reaching the significations of a literary work through the
signs in its textual surface structure has always been one of the major concerns of literary
critics from the past to the present. Discourse analysis, with its various approaches,
branches and perspectives, seeks to unravel the mutual relationship between language and
society, essentially probing the ideology governing texts. Norman Fairclough's Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) theory is a renowned theory in discourse studies, aiming to
examine the dominant power in the society where the literary work is produced by
exploring the relationship between the internal and external criteria of the text through
three levels: description, interpretation, and explanation. Accordingly, the present study
seeks to analyze the story of the Virgin Mary (pbuh) based on Fairclough's critical
discourse theory and a descriptive-analytical method at its three levels. The findings of
the research indicate that there is an integral connection between the language, and the
social and external context of the story of the Virgin Mary (pbuh) in the Holy Quran,
which adds significant value to the Quranic narrative from both a textual and ideological

perspective.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Various meanings have been proposed for the concept of discourse; however, in general,
"discourse has been defined as the verbal interaction between the speaker and the listener and
the representation of a voice within a text" (Mills, 2003, p. 7). In other words, "discourse is the
coherence or meaning in which information is presented as the foundation of speech" (Hari,
2009, p. 107). Critical discourse analysis (CDA) has its roots in critical linguistics. In 1979, a
group of linguists following Halliday's systemic-functional linguistics, such as Fowler, Hodge,
and Kress, laid the foundation for a critical approach to language by publishing the book
Language and Control. They named this approach "critical linguistics." Norman Fairclough's
critical discourse analysis is rooted in social constructivism. It "does not merely examine the
structure of language but also investigates the individuals and institutions that employ certain
methods for producing meaning from texts. (Makaryk, 2004, p. 160). Since the Holy Quran has
a specific worldview and ideology and its discussions are also inseparable from culture and
society, analyzing each of the discussions and stories reflected in this sacred book is of great
value and importance. One of the most prominent analyses that leads to a deep understanding
of the social context of a story and reveals the relationship between language and society is
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA). Examining and analyzing the narrative verses of the Holy
Quran based on discourse analysis allows for a rereading of certain themes that lie hidden within
the text and the story. Accordingly, the story of Maryam (pbuh) has been explored by the
authors of this research due to its comprehensiveness, appeal, instructive points, and valuable
techniques. The story in question has been examined based on Norman Fairclough's three-level
model (description, interpretation, and explanation) to provide a comprehensive, useful, and
methodical analysis of this artistic narrative in the Holy Quran.

Methodology
The present study seeks to analyze the story of the Virgin Maryam based on Fairclough's
critical discourse theory at three levels using a descriptive-analytical method.

Findings

It is inferred from the findings of the study that the story of Mary (pbuh) has led to a greater
understanding of the events of her time due to its eloquent language. For this reason,
considering the structure and content of the story, this story has a valuable theme and message,
and most of its words have an important and purposeful semantic load. Each of the semantic
layers of this surah, in addition to being closely related to the other layers, is composed of
numerous connotations and implicit meanings, through which, on the one hand, it shows the
simultaneous feedback of the text and, on the other hand, it demonstrates the endless meanings
of the Quran.

Conclusion
Studying the story of Mary (peace be upon her) in the Holy Quran based on Fairclough's
theory and in response to the research questions yielded some results. At the descriptive level,
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the story benefits from an eloquent language, enhancing the understanding of its events. Given
its structure and content, the story carries a valuable theme and message, with very few
instances of complex vocabulary. Most of its words bear a significant and purposeful semantic
weight. Each layer of meaning in this surah is not only deeply interconnected with the other
layers but also consists of multiple connotations, reflecting both synchronic relevance of the
text in the modern era and the infinite depth of the Quranic meanings.

The repetitions in this story primarily relate to moral and educational concepts, which is a
prominent feature. The spatial setting of the story is of great importance, as the mentioned
locations align with the plot and outcome of the narrative.

At the interpretive level, significant factors and motives, influenced by various social
approaches, play a role in shaping many of the events. In each of these events, individuals with
distinct social statuses participate .

At the explanatory level, the effects of official discourse on social institutions and
individuals were examined, so were the manifestation of official discourse characteristics in the
speech of the story characters and their fates. The critical discourse analysis of the story of Mary
(pbuh) in the Holy Quran clearly reveals the dominance of one agent over another in carefully
crafted ideological-discursive formulations and unequal confrontations between individuals of
differing statuses. From the perspective of narrative explanation, the most valuable messages
of the story are portrayed by Mary (pbuh) herself. They are instances where she exemplifies
sanctity.
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