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Mohammad Arkoun, a contemporary scholar of Algerian origin, has specific views on
the Holy Quran. He uses Western methodologies without the slightest restriction or
change, and extends their usage scope to the Quran. Accordingly, he reads the Quran as
a human text whose lexical and literary analysis is free from problems. This same view is
reflected in his understanding of miracles, and, as a result, he considers everything that
has been proposed from Islamic perspective on the topic of miracles to be weak. This is
because he believes that the text of the Quran is full of metaphors, symbols, and myths.
He claims that it is not possible to understand miracles unless the Quran is read and
understood from linguistic and historical perspectives. Only then, the reader will
understand it as it was understood at the time of revelation. The method that Arkon has
suggested for the correct study of the Quran and particularly the miracles leads to a new
concept of miracles called "wonderful phenomenon". The present study examines the
foundations and assumptions set by Arkoun in four axes including the figurativeness of
Quranic verses, the historicity of Islamic heritage, the mythologizing of the Quran, and
the comparison of the characteristics of the Holy Bible to the Holy Quran. The study
evaluates his methodology and theories in understanding miracles using an analytical-
critical method.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Mohammad Arkoun has specific views on the Holy Quran. He uses Western methodologies without
the slightest restriction or change and extends their usage scope to the Quran. Accordingly, he reads the
Quran as a human text whose lexical and literary analysis is free from problems. This same view is
reflected in his understanding of miracles, and, as a result, he considers everything that has been
proposed from an Islamic perspective on the discussion of the miracle to be weak. This is because he
believes that the text of the Quran is full of metaphors, symbols and myths. He claims that it is not
possible to understand miracles unless they are read it with linguistic and historical perspectives. Only
then, one will understand it as it was understood in the era of revelation. The way that Arkoun has
proposed for the correct study of the Quran, and especially miracles leads to a new concept of miracles
called "wonderful phenomenon".

Methodology

This article uses an analytical-critical method to examine Arkoun's foundations and assumptions in
the four axes of the figurativeness of the Quranic verses, the historicity of the Islamic heritage, the
mythologizing of the Quran, and the comparison of the characteristics of the Holy Bible to the Holy
Quran. It also criticizes his methodology and theories in understanding miracles; that is, the methods of
lexical and verbal analysis and literary analysis.

Discussion

The findings of this research can be stated as follows:

a) Some neo-Mu'tazilites have used the fallacy of generalization in their argument to draw
conclusions, generalize the figurative description of God to other descriptive elements in the Quran, and
consider all of them symbolic. However, it is known very well that this type of conclusion is
fundamentally false and is not acceptable to the scientific community.

b) The origin of Islamic thought is different from that of Western humanities; therefore, utilizing
Western humanities for innovation and creativity is an extremely futile task.

¢) The result obtained by using Western humanities, especially historicism, is in conflict with
Arkoun's goals and project. This is because Islamic societies consider historicism a threat to their
fundamental values and ideals. Arkoun has, thus, put forward a hypothesis that, even from his own point
of view, is not possible to verify.

d) Some neo-Mu'tazilites such as Mohammad Ahmad Khalafullah and Mohammad Arkoun have
addressed the issue of the mythological nature of the language of the Quran, while the incompatibility
of this view with human achievements rejects the mythological view of the historical statements of the
Quran. This confirms the reality of the historical statements of the Quran and considers them to be
historical facts. Secondly, mythologicalness contradicts the sanctity and main purpose of the Quran; that
is, its guidance; the Quran does not allow the use of futile, false, and imaginary means to achieve lofty
goals.

e) It is practically impossible to compare the characteristics of the Holy Bible to the Holy Quran. In
this regard, a brief review of the evidence of the historical reliability of the Quran shows that the Holy
Bible is never as historically reliable as the Quran. The revelation of the Holy Bible occurred over a
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period of 1500 years to hundreds of people who are generally unknown and unrecognized, without any
reservations in a specific language. This is unlike the Quran, which was revealed over a specific period
of 23 years to one person, namely the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH), with reservations in the Arabic
language. The historical reliability issue greatly reduces the credibility of the Holy Bible in comparison
to the Quran and turns the comparison of the two into a false comparison.

Conclusion

The results of the present study are as follows:

a) Contrary to Arkoun's belief, the figurativeness of some of the meanings and words of the Holy
Quran does not mean that its entirety is figurative; therefore, this point cannot be generalized to all the
verses in the Quran.

b) The analysis of the Quran from merely a historical viewpoint is like the fantasy and unreality of
the revelation. This violates the purpose of the revelation of the Quran and the goals of Mohammad
Arkoun in this project.

¢) Attributing myths to the Quran is not a new phenomenon. It has not been done solely by Islamic
modernists; polytheists and opponents of early Islam also thought the Quran was a set of myths, although
the Quran strongly takes a stand against mythologizing it and rejects this attribution.

d) The Holy Quran has fundamental differences with the Holy Bible, and the Quran itself does not
approve of comparing this divine book with the books of the predecessors.

e) The center of human perception is neither the human brain nor the heart; rather, from the
perspective of the Holy Quran, it is the "soul" where the truth of man and rationality originate. Therefore,
people in the era of revelation perceived the miracle of the Quran in the contemporary sense of rationally.

f) The belief in the historicity of reason is self-defeating and rejected; that is, the thoughts of people
who believe in historicity are rejected.

g) The issue of the miracle of the Quran has been raised since the beginning of Islam, and the Holy
Quran has also clarified this issue in some verses called ‘the verses of challenge’.

h) Regarding the emergence, development, and compilation of Arabic rhetoric, the most effective
factor was the Holy Quran. Aristotle's rhetoric, which is the legacy of the Western civilization, is
different from Arabic rhetoric, which grew in the light of the Holy Quran.
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