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The Holy Qur’an mentions various traditions in various fields. Given that these traditions
are numerous, the present study seeks to analyze the historical dynamics in the opinions
of contemporary thinkers regarding the concept of defense tradition, mentioned in two
verses of the Holy Qur’an worded as “Were it not for Allah’s repelling the people by
means of one another”. The study also clarifies the relationship between the dominant
discourse and the dynamics in the interpretation of the aforementioned verse. Thus,
content analysis plays an important role in the present study. The research method is based
on a type of content analysis called discourse analysis, which focuses on the context of
the text creation, the reader of the text, and the creator of the text. A review of the
commentators' interpretations indicates that, although diverse and sometimes
contradictory opinions have been presented regarding the mentioned verse, the common
understanding of the verse in all centuries is a focus on war, confrontation, and conflict
with enemies, which seems natural given the placement of the verse among war verses.
However, in the present era, some Muslim thinkers have tried to reduce the conceptual
association of defense with the issue of confrontation and conflict, which can be divided
into two groups according to their views. The first group denies that defense implies the
concept of war and conflict in general. On the contrary, they consider it to indicate
repelling through dialogue and argument, as well as competition with enemies. As for the
second group, while proving these new concepts (dialogue, competition, etc.), it considers
a type of defense to be done through war and conflict with enemies. The results of the
research indicate that the formation of the discourse of "dialogue of civilizations" in
contrast to the discourse of “clash of civilizations" in the contemporary era has caused the
concept of the Qur’anic verse to shift from denoting a military-political issue to a cultural-
political issue in the opinions of contemporary thinkers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
The diversity of interpretive perspectives or the multiple understandings of some verses and

phrases in the Holy Quran is a topic discussed throughout the history of interpretation. One of
these verses is “Were it not for Allah’s repelling the people by means of one another”, which
refers to the tradition of defense. This idea is mentioned in two Qur’anic verses. Tracing the
origins of the multiple interpretive readings, scholars and experts in the field of Qur’anic
sciences and interpretation have mainly mentioned factors such as the differences among
interpreters in their doctrines (theological, jurisprudential, and religious beliefs) as well as
interpretive methods, styles, and tendencies. However, little attention has been paid to the role
of discourses that unconsciously affect the interpreter’s interpretation of Quranic verses.
Therefore, the discourse analysis of interpretive opinions is rarely addressed as a method to
discover the causes of multiple interpretations. Given the importance of this issue, the present
article firstly introduces the important concepts of the research and then gives a brief report on
the common interpretations of the defense concept in the verse “Were it not for Allah’s repelling
the people by means of one another”. Finally, after influential discourses are identified, the
opinions of contemporary thinkers on this subject are analyzed.

Methodology

Given that content analysis plays an important role in the present study, the research method is
chosen to be a type of content analysis called discourse analysis, which pays fundamental
attention to the context of text creation, the reader of the text, and the creator of the text. The
term discourse analysis was first used by Zelik Harris in 1952 in an article on linguistics, and
then, for a long time, it was only used in the field of linguistics. Today, however, discourse
analysis is one of the qualitative methods in the fields of social sciences and humanities. In fact,
what has been published in recent researches under the title of "discourse analysis™ is a type of
interaction with the text that goes beyond explaining and describing the meaning of words and
expressions. With a search for the linguistic pattern hidden in the text, an attempt is made to
examine the relationship of language with society and the situational contexts of the society
where the language is used.

Findings

The analysis of what causes interpretive dynamics, which was the main issue in the present
study, indicates that, apart from factors such as interpretive methods and tendencies that
Qur’anic scholars mainly rely on to analyze dynamics and interpretive differences, discourses
play an important role in the development and transformation of interpretations. Paying
attention to this factor leads one to the point that each understanding presented by an interpreter
i, in fact, the most obvious one that he can present from the text, given the situation in which
he is. In fact, an important goal of this study is to transport the audience to the time that an
interpreter lived. Thus, the audience can see the text from the perspective of that interpreter and
realize that the best reading is the one introduced. The most important factor in the formation
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of different readings or different interpretive opinions regarding the phrase “Were it not for
Allah’s repelling the people by means of one another” is the variety of discourses in which
social, political, cultural conditions and historical contexts play fundamental roles. In fact, this
leads to the emergence of various ideas and thoughts that dominate the interpreters without their
realizing it. Studies indicate that the discourse of “clash of civilizations” has played a
fundamental role in the formation of new readings of the defense concept in the phrase in
question, which has generally emerged in the opinions of contemporary thinkers and theorists.
The explanation is that this discourse has created the two discourses of “dialogue of
civilizations” and “rivalry of civilizations” in the interpretive dynamics of the phrase under
discussion, thus playing a role in the formation of the apostolic defense and competitive defense
concepts, which mostly focus on the type of relationship between civilizations. In apostolic
defense, the purpose is to repel falsehood by stating the truth and establishing logical and
rational arguments in the dialogue. In competitive defense, the purpose is to discuss that the
relationship between civilizations is not based on war and conflict, nor on stagnation; rather,
the competition between civilizations defines their relations.

Conclusion

The hypothesis presented here is that introducing a new function for defense in the
contemporary era can be influenced by changes in Muslim societies. ldentifying the
contemporary discourses in the interpretation community and proving the influence of
interpreters on these discourses is an issue of importance in analyzing the factors that affect
multiple interpretive readings of the verses in the Holy Quran. This article examined
contemporary thinkers’ understanding of the phrase "Were it not for Allah’s repelling the
people by means of one another". It became clear that, upon entering the contemporary era,
Muslim thinkers and writers have attempted to diminish the association of the defense concept
with the subject of war and jihad. As they state, this concept, in contrast to war and conflict,
refers to other issues such as dialogue, negotiation and competition between civilizations. Also,
Muslims are permitted to wage war only when either the expediency cannot be achieved
through dialogue and competition or the enemies have adopted the method of fighting and
killing. The findings of the study indicate that these interpretations of the holy verse have been
put forward in opposition to the discourse of the "clash of civilizations", following which some
Muslim writers and thinkers have attempted to explain the Islamic perspectives on peace and
peacefulness in contrast to the discourse of the "clash of civilizations". For this reason, they
have considered defense in this verse as having other dimensions that refer to dialogue and
competition, both of which lead to interaction.
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