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According to some commentators, the speaker of the verse “This is that he might know
that | have not been unfaithful to him in secret..." is Joseph (pbuh), and the referent of the
subjective pronoun is the Minister of Egypt, but some others say that the speaker is the
Minister's wife and the referent of the subjective pronoun is Joseph (pbuh) or her husband.
The accurate understanding of the verses of the Holy Quran, the correct narration of the
story of Joseph (pbuh) in the Quran, and the like necessitates the careful examination of
the corresponding verses. The analytical-critical review of the two mentioned attitudes
about the target verse shows that both attitudes have serious weaknesses such as not
matching the appearance of the verse and the lack of benefit in announcing this sentence
from the speaker. At the same time, by considering the general atmosphere of the story,
introducing Joseph (pbuh) as the speaker, and attributing the subjective pronoun to the
king, one can interpret the verse as follows: "That [meeting] was so that [the king] would
know that | did not betray him [in government matters] [for which | have been
imprisoned]". This interpretation proves many points such as the innocence of Joseph
(pbuh) regarding anti-government crimes, the power of the Lord to defend His servants,
\the chastity of Joseph, and the attempt to propose undertaking the Treasury.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

As verses 52 and 53 of the Chapter Joseph state, “This is that he might know that I have not been
unfaithful to him in secret and that Allah does not guide the device of the unfaithful...”. Two events
have been mentioned before these verses. The first is Joseph’s proposal to the king to investigate the
women who cut their hands. The second is the confession of the minister's wife to the chastity of Joseph
(pbuh) during the interrogation of the women. Accordingly, there is no consensus among the
commentators in determining the speaker of verses 52 and 53 and the subjective pronoun in the verse
“This is that he might know ...” Some commentators introduce Joseph as the speaker of the verse and
the minister of Egypt as the subjective pronoun reference. Thus, the interpretation of the verse would be
“Proposal to hold a meeting to ask the women questions so that the minister of Egypt would know that
| did not betray him in his absence". In contrast, some other commentators consider the speaker to be
the minister's wife and the subjective pronoun reference to be Joseph (pbuh) or the minister. Based on
this view, the interpretation of the verse would be "This confession of mine is so that Joseph or my
husband may know that I did not betray him in his absence". The correct depiction of the story of Joseph
(pbuh) in the Qur’an, correct attribution of sentences to divine prophets, and precise understanding of
the verses of the Holy Qur’an necessitate the careful examination of these two views.

Methodology

An analytical-critical study of the two mentioned views based on different interpretations and
numerous articles shows that both of them suffer from two serious weaknesses including a) the
uselessness of saying the sentence “This is that he might know that...” by Joseph (pbuh) or the minister’s
wife addressing her husband and b) their inconsistency with the content and appearance of the verses of
the Chapter Joseph.

Discussion

A review of the evidence in the Chapter Joseph clearly proves several points as explained below.

A: The purpose of saying the sentence "That he may know that I did not betray him..." cannot be to
inform the minister of Egypt or the king that his wife was not sexually unfaithful or that Joseph was
faithful; because, firstly, the minister was fully aware of these matters. Secondly, despite the prevalence
of illicit relationships between married women in the court, informing him or the king would have been
useless. On the other hand, due to the convening of the women's interrogation session by the king, the
possibility of concealing the truth for the minister's wife was lost. This is because when many women
are asked about an issue, it is very unlikely that all of them will be able to hide the real story. Therefore,
considering these two points, it is not possible to attribute the mentioned verse to her.

B: Based on the context of the story, the majority of commentators have considered the instance of
betrayal in the paragraph “This is that he might know that...” as sexual betrayal, but, because this
instance cannot be upheld, it can be interpreted as treason in government affairs according to other
evidence.

C: When interpreting the king’s dream, Joseph was imprisoned in a place where those accused of
crimes against the sovereignty were also held. Therefore, it is likely that, before the women’s
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interrogation, the king viewed him as a suspect in political crimes. Accordingly, by attributing the
discussed verse to Joseph and the subjective pronoun to the king, firstly, he gave information to the king
that he was unaware of. Secondly, this informing had benefits such as establishing a basis for accepting
governmental positions for Joseph (pbuh).

D: In verse 50 of the Chapter Joseph, he proposes a session to investigate the matter of the women.
Verse 51 narrates the king’s convening of this session and the minister’s wife admission of Joseph’s
chastity. Subsequently, in verse 52, there is the statement “this is that he might know that | have not
been unfaithful to him in secret”. A major challenge in attributing this sentence to Joseph is the apparent
discontinuity caused by the intervening verse 51, but this challenge may be overcome through several
considerations. The first is the impossibility of attributing this statement to the minister's wife. The
second is the possibility of adhering to the surface structure of the Holy Qur’an by citing the expressive
style of Omission and Supposition. The third is the existence of numerous pieces of evidence for the
attribution of this statement to Joseph, despite the aforementioned discontinuity.

E: Like other people, prophets have desires constantly driving them to evil, but they control it by

piety.

Conclusion

The interpretation that attributes the statement "This is so that he might know..." to either the
minister's wife or Joseph (with the pronoun referring to the minister) is demonstrably flawed. Compared
to the interpretation where Joseph (pbuh) is considered the speaker and the pronoun refers to the
minister, this view is untenable. This study posits an alternative interpretation, supported by substantive
evidence, wherein Joseph is identified as the speaker, and the pronoun refers to the king. Under this
reading, the verse is understood as "That [proposal to convene a meeting] was so that the king would
know that | had not betrayed him secretly [in government affairs] [for which | would be imprisoned;
rather, my imprisonment was the result of a feminine sedition]".

This interpretation, aside from lacking the shortcomings of the two perspectives discussed in this
field, has notable and positive aspects. The most important of these aspects are a) affirmation of Joseph's
innocence regarding anti-government activities, (2) demonstration of the power of God in protecting
His servants, (3) proving of Joseph's chastity, and (4) “establishment of a basis for the submission of a

proposal regarding the candidacy for the position of treasurer”.
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