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The Holy Quran is a book of guidance, and the condition for benefiting from it is the
correct understanding of what God means by the verses. Understanding the verses also
requires tools and context that the interpreter needs to get help from to understand the
verses. One of those evidences is knowing the time and place of revelation of the verses.
Therefore, knowing the time and place of revelation of verses is considered one of the
rules of interpretation. This recognition and, consequently, paying attention to the
cultural, social, political and geographical conditions governing the Arabian Peninsula in
the era of descent is one of the non-verbal context that the commentator should take help
from in order to understand the verses in order to have a correct understanding of the
verses. This article, which is done in a descriptive-analytical way, is an answer to the

September, 2024 question that knowing the time and place of revelation of the verses of the Qur'an, what

role does it play in understanding them?

) The results of the research show that familiarity with the time and place of revelation in
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Quran in gradual education of People of the society, identifying the true narrations of
the causes of descent, etc., is considered an efficient tool, and by identifying the correct
narrations in this field, it helps the commentator in the way of understanding the verses

accurately.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

The Holy Quran is a book of guidance, but it can be of no benefit unless what God means by the
verses is correctly understood. In this regard, the knowledge of where and when verses were revealed
to the prophet is of great help. Gaining this knowledge is a prerequisite for the interpretation of the
Book. Indeed, paying attention to the sociocultural and geopolitical conditions of the Arabian Peninsula
at the time of revelation ensures the correct understanding of the verses. Conversely, ignoring the role
of the time and place of revelation leads to misconception and misinterpretation of the Qur’an. The
present study seeks to examine the spatial and temporal pieces of evidence that help to appropriately
decipher the divine messages.

Methodology

Conducted through a descriptive-analytical method, this study aims to clarify how a knowledge of
the time and place of revelation affects the understanding of Qur’anic verses. This knowledge can be
gained intratextually or extratextually. In the first method, the content of a given chapter is examined to
detect the pieces of evidence that signify the general atmosphere of the verses, their spatial and temporal
contexts, and their being introduced first in Mecca or Medina. It is to be noted that the verses in most
Meccan chapters are about ideological and ethical issues. They were in full consistence with the cultural,
ideological and social conditions in Mecca at the time of the prophet (pbuh). In contrast, the verses
introduced in Medina usually refer to jurisprudential and especially political and social issues.
Extratextually, the settings of verses can be known through history books, biographies, and reports on
the contexts of verses.

Discussion

The findings of the research are itemized as follows:

a) Having a knowledge of where and when verses were revealed to the prophet helps to interpret
them accurately. What matters in this case is to understand the true intention of verses rather than relying
on the denotative meanings of words and phrases. Unfortunately, some scholars have offered wrong
interpretations of certain verses simply by ignoring the contextual meanings or connotations of words
and expressions.

b) Careful examination of the time and place of revelation makes it possible to identify and eliminate
the corresponding wrong hadiths as well as those faked by Jews.

c) Detection of the goal, intention or motive of a given verse or chapter largely depends on the
information about the revelation time and place of that utterance. This information also helps the
interpreter find the relationships among the verses within a chapter.

d) The time and place of a verse serve to suggest the reason for its revelation.

e) Knowledge of the time and place contexts of verses is suggestive of the evolutionary trend of
divine teachings and commandments in early Islam. As it was the case, the major goal of the prophet
was to propagate good manners and Islamic cultural values. His mission was mainly the substitution of
wrong cultures with the Islamic culture. This occurred through a series of gradual stages. The
evolutionary nature of acculturation is evident by the specific settings of verses and chapters.
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f) Information on where and when divine messages were given helps to know nullifying (nasekh)
verses from nullified (mansoukh) ones. Lack of this knowledge makes any act of interpreting invalid.
Regarding the nullification issue, two verses are labeled as nasekh and mansoukh if they are thematically
opposite. Then, based on the time and place of those two messages, their revelation sequence is
identified.

g) At times, two or more verses may sound contradictory, but an interpreter can justify this apparent
contradiction using his contextual knowledge of those verses.

h) Information on the setting of verses helps to correctly identify the references of seemingly
ambiguous pronouns.

Conclusion

In summary, the present study convinces one that a) it is not advisable to interpret the Qur’an by
relying on the denotative meanings of lexical items regardless of the time and place contexts of verses,
b) understanding the pragmatic aspects of Qur’anic chapters takes a knowledge of those contexts for
granted, ¢) books of hadith and interpretation cannot provide adequate information on the reasons and
references of verses; they should be supplemented with the awareness of where and when verses were
introduced first, d) Islamic teachings were presented to the early society of Muslims step by step, by
they cannot be studied unless their time and place contexts are taken into account, €) the existence of
nullification cases (naskh) in the Qur’an implies links between the concepts and the time and place of
their revelation, and f) the apparent contrasts among some verses can be resolved by considering the
spatial and temporal aspects of revelation.
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